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To the Right Worfhipful 


JOHN OFFLEY 


Of MapeEty Manor inthe 


County of Stafford, Efq, 
My moft honoured Friend. 


@ Have made 
BE foil ufe of 
Zoas> your former 
aye, favors,as by 
| 9 them to be 
encouraged to intreat that 
they may be enlarged to the 
patronage and protection 


of this Book. andI have 
put aa confidence, 


2 that 


The Epiftle 
that I fhall not be denyed, 
becaufe ‘tis a difcourfe of 
Fith and Fifhing, which 
you both know fo well, and 
lowe and prattice fo much. 

You are affurd (though 
there be ignorant men 7 
other belief) that Angling 
is an Art;and you know that 
Art better then any that I 
know:and that this ts truth, 
is demoftrated by the fruits 
of that pleafant labor which 
you enjoy when you purpofe 
to give reft to your mind, 
and deveft your felf of your 


MOTE 


Depicarory. 


more fertous bufinef., and 
(which ws often) dedicate a 
day or two to this Recreati- 
on. 
At which time, if com- 
mon Anglers fhould attend 
you,and be eye-witneffes of 
the [uccefs, not of your for- 
tune but your skill, it would 
doubtlef beget in them an 
emulation to be like you,and 
that emulation might beget 
an induflrious dilgence to be 
fo:but [know it is not atatn- 
able by common capact- 
ties. 


A 3 Sur, 


~The Epiftle 

«Sir, thy pleafant curio- 
fitte of Fifh and Fifbin (of 

w” you are fogreat a MM 
ter) bas been thought wor- 
thy the pens and practices 
of divers in other Nations, 
which bave been reputed 
men of greatLearning and 
Wildome; and amongst 
thofe of this Nation, Tre- 
member Sir Henry Wot- 
ton (a dear lover of thi 
Art) bas told me, that bu 
intentions were to write a 
difcour/e of the Art, and in 
the praife of Angling, and 
doubtlefs 


- 


— Denicatory. 
doubtle/ be had done fo, if 
death had not prevented 
him. the remembrance of 
which hath often made me 
forry for if be had lived to 
doit, then the unlearned 
Angler(of whichl am one) 
had feen fome Treatife of 
this Art worthy bis pers) al, 
which (though fome have 
undertaken it) I could ne- 
ver phy Englifh. 

‘But mine may r, thought 
as weak and as unworthy 
of common view : and I do 
bere freely confefi, that I 

Ayn fhould 


TheEpiftle, &c. 


fooxld rather excufe my 
felf,then cenfure others my 
own Difcourfe being liable 
to fo many exceptions. a- 
gain which, you (Sir) 
might make this one, That 
it can contribute nothing 
toyourknowledge; and 


left a longer Epiftle may 


diminifh your pleafure, I 
eal not adventure to make 
this Eppiftle longer then to 
add this following truth, 
Thatlamreally, Suir, 


Your moft affectionate Friend, 
and moft humble Servant, 


Iz. Wa. 


TO THE 


Reader of this Difcourfe : 


But efpecially, 
To the honeft ANGLER. 


soaaceals Think fit to tell thee 
a ih thefe following truths ; 
af J & that I did not under. 
Use sehedshs take to write,or to pubs 

ith chis difcourfe of f/h 
and fifhing,to pleafe my felf, and that 
I wifb it may not difpleafe others ; 
for, I have confeft there are many 
defects init. And yet, I cannot 
doubt, but that by it, fome rea. 
ders may receive fo much profit or 
pleafure, as ifthey be not very bu- 
fiemen, may make it not unwor- 
thy the time of their perufall, and 
this is all the confidence that I can 


put 


To the Reader. 


put on concerning the merit of this 
Book. 

And I wifh the Reader alfo to 
take notice, that in writing of it, 
Ihave madea recreation, of a re- 
creation; and that ic might prove 
fo tothee in the reading , and not 
toread dull, and tedioufly, Ihave 
in feverall places mixt {ome inno- 
cent Mirth; of which, if thou be 
a fevere, fowr complexioned man, 
then I here difallow thee to be a 
competent Judg. For Divines fay, 
there are offences given, and offen- 
ces taken, but not given. And I 
am the willinger to juftifie this t#- 
nocent Mirth, becaufe the whole dif- 
courfe is a kind of picture of my 
owne difpofition, at leaft of my 
difpofitionin fuch daies and times 
as I allow my felf, when honeft 
Nat. andR.R and Igo a fihing 
together ; and let me adde this, 
that he that likes not the difcourfe, 
fhould like the pictures of the Trout 

and 


To the Reader. 


and other fith, which I may com- 
mend, becaufe they concern not 
my felf. 

And Iam alfototel the Reader, 
that in that which is the more ufe- 
full part of this difcourfe ; that is to 
fay, the obfervations of the nature 
and breeding, and feafons, and catch- 
ing of fib, ta not fo fimple as not 
tothink butthat he may find ex- 
ceptions in fome of thefe ; and 
therefore I muft intreat him to 
know, or rather note, thac feverall 
Countreys , and feveral Rivers al- 
ter the time and manner of fifhes 
Breeding , and therefore if he bring 
not candos to the reading of this 
Difcourfe, he fhall both injure me, 
and poffibly himfelf coo by too ma- 
ny Criticifms. 

Now for the Art of catching fifh, 
that is to fay, howto make aman 
that was none, an Angler by 2 
book: hethat undertakes it, fhall 
undertake a harder task then = 

that 


To the Reader. 


Calleq that in his printed Book * under- 
the private took by it to teach the Art of 


School o 
defence. 


Fencing, and was laught at for 

istabour. Not but that fomething 
ufefull might be obferved out of 
that Book ,; but that Art was not 
to be taught by words ; nor is the 
Artof Angling. And yet, 1 think, 
that moft that love that Game, may 
here learn fomething that may be 
worth their money, if they be not 
needy : and if they be, then my ad- 
vice is, that they forbear , for, 1 
write not to get money , but for 
pleafure ; and this difcourfe boafts 
of no more: for! hate to promife 
much, and fail. 

But pleafure I have found both 
in the fearch and conference about 
what is here offered to thy view and 
cenfure; I wifh thee as much in the 
perufal ofit, and fo might here take 
my leave; but I will ftay thee a little 
longer by telling thee, thac whereas 
itis faid by many, that in Fly Afbing 

or 


To the Reader. 


for a Trout, the Angler muft oblerve 
his twelve Flyes for every Month, 
Ifay, ifhe obferve chat, he fhall 
be as certain to catch fifh, as they 
that make Hay by the fair dayes in 
Almanacks, and be no furer: for 
doubtlefs,three or four Fiyes rightly 
made, do ferve fora Trout all Sum- 
mer, and for Winter-fiies, all Ang- 
lers know, they are as ufeful as an 
Almanack out of date. 

Of thete (becaufe no man is born 
an CArtift nor an Angler) thought 
fit to give thee this notice. I might 
fay more, but it is not fit for this 
place; but ifthis Difcourfe which 
follows fhall cometo a fecond im- 
preffion,whichis poffible, for flight 
books have been in this Age obfer- 
ved to have that fortune; I fhall then 
for thy fake be glad to correct what 
iS faulty,or by a conference with a- 
ny to explain or enlarge whatis defe- 
étive:but for this time I have ne a 

a wil- 


To the Reader. 


awillingnefs nor leafure to fay more, 
then with thee a rainy evening torcad 
this book in, and that the eaft wind 
may never blow when thou goe ft afifb- 
ing. Farewel. 


Iz. Wa. 


Ecaufein this Difcourfe of Fis and 
Fifoing [have not obferved a me- 
thod, which (chough the Difcourfe be 
not long) may be fome inconvenience to 
the Reader, I have therefore for his eafi- 
er finding out fome particular things 
which are fpoken of, made this follow- 
ing Table. 


The firft Chapter is [pent in a vindication er 
commendation of the Art of Angling. 

In she fecond are fome obfervations of the nature of 
the Orrer, and alfo fome obfervations of the Chub 
or Cheven, with direélions bow and with what 
baits 10 fith for him, 

In chapt. 3. are fome obfervations of Trours,bosb 
of their nawure, their kinds, and their breeding. 

Inchap 4. are fome direction concerning baits for 
the Trout, with aduife bow to make the Fly, and 
keep the live baits. 

In chap-5. are fome direction bow to fifh Jor the 
Trout by night 3 and a queflion, Whether fifb 
bear? and leftly, [ome diredion how to fifh forthe 
Umber or Greyling. 

In chap. 6. are fome obfervations concerning the 
Salmon, with direction how to fith for bim. 

In chap.7. ere feveral obfervations concerning the 
Luce or Pike, with fome direétions bow and with 
what baits to fifh for bim. 

Inchap.8, are feveral obfervations of she — 

an 


The Table. 


and breeding of Carps, with fome obfervations bow 
to angle for them. 

In chap.9. are fome obfervations concerning the 
Bream, the Tench and Pearch,with fome direions 
with what baits to ith for them. 

In chap.10. are feveral obfervations of the na- 
tare and breeding of Eeles,with advice how to fifh 
for them. 

In a 11. ave fome obfervations of the nature 
and breeding of Barbels, with fome advice bow,and 
with what baits to fifh for them; as alfo for the 
Gudgion énd Bleak. 

Inchap.12. are goneral direStions bow and with 
what baits t0 fifh for the Ruffe or Pope, the Roch, 
the Dace,and other (mal fifh,with directions how to 
keep Ant-flies and Gentles in winter with fome o- 
ther obfervations not unfit to be known of Anglers. 

Inchap. 13. are obfervations for the colouring of 
JYeur Rod and Hair. 


Thefe directions the Reader may take 
as an cafe in his (earch after fome particu- 
lar Fifh, and the baizs proper for chem ; 
and he willfhew himfelfe courteous in 
mending or paffing by fome few errors 
in che Printer,which are not fo many but 
that chey may be pardoned. 


The 


The Complete 


ANGLER. 


OR, 
The contemplative Mans 
RECREATION. 


PISCATOR. 
VIATOR. 


Pi{cator. 


Ou are wel over- 
taken Sir; a good 
¥ morning to you: 
Ses $I have "aretch'd 
WH my legs up Tor- 
S27 vam Hil to over- 
SD cake you, hoping . 
B your 


2 


The (Complete Angler. 


your bufinefle may occafion you 
towards Ware, this fine pleafant 
freth May day in the Morning. 

Viator. Sir, I thall almoft anfwer 
your hopes : for my purpofe is to be 
at Hodfden (three miles fhort of that 
Town)! wil not fay, before I drink; 
but before I break my faft : for I 
have appointed a friend or two to 
meet me there at the thatcht houfe, 
about nine of the clock this morn- 
ing, and that made me fo early up, 
and indeed, to walk fo fat. 

Pifc. Sir, I know the tharcht houfe 
very well : Ll often make it my re- 
fting place, and tafte a cup of Ale 
there, for which Siquor that place is 
very remarkable; and to that houfe 
I hall by your favour accompany 
you, and either abate of my pace, 
or mend it, to enjoy fuch a compa- 
nion as you feem to be, knowing 
that (as the Italians fay ) Good com- 
pany makes the way feem the fhoreer. 

Viat. It may do fo Sir, with the 


help 
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help of good di(courfe, which (me 
thinks) t iam promife from you, 
that both look and {peak fo chear- 
fully. Andtoinvite youtoit, Ido 
here promife you, that for my part, 
I will be as free and open-hearted, 
as difcretion will warrant me to be 
with a ftranger. 

Pife. Sir,l am right glad of your 
anfwer ; and in confidence that you 
{peak the truth, I fhall (Sir) put on 
a boldneffe to ask, whether pleafure 
or bufineffe hath occafioned your 
Journey. 

Viat. Indeed , Sir, alittle bufi- 
neffe; and more pleafure : for my 
purpofe is to beftow a day or two 
in hunting the Ofter (which my 
friend that I go to meet, tells me is 
more pleafant then any hunting 
whatfoever :) and having difpatcht 
a litcle bufineffe this day, my pur- 
pofe is to morrow to follow a pack 
of dogs of honeft Mr, ————,who 
hath appointed - and my friend to 

2 


meet 
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meet him upon Amwel hill to mor- 
row morning by day break. 

Pifc. Sir, my fortune hath an- 
{wered my defires ; and my purpofe 
is to beftow a day or two in helping 
to deftroy fome of thofe villanous 
vermin: forI hate them perfectly, 
becaufe they love fith fo well, or 
rather,becaufe they deftroy fo much: 
indeed, fo much, that in my judg- 
ment, all men that keep Otter dogs 
ought to havea Penfion from the 
Commonwealth to incourage them 
to deftroy the very breed of thofe 
bafe osters, they do fo much mif- 
chief. 

Ysat. But what fay you to the 
Foxes of this Nation ¢ would not 
you as vbr have them deftroy- 
od? for doubtleffe they do as much 
mifchief as the Otters. 

Pifc. Oh Sir, if they do, it is not 
fo much to me and my Fraternitie, 
as that bafe Vermin the Otters do. 

Viat. Why Sir, I pray, of what 

Fra- 


The Complete Angler. 


Fraternity are you, that you are fo 
angry with the poor Otter ? 

Psf. Yam a Brother of the Angle, 
and therefore an enemy to the Of- 
ter, he does me and my friends fo 
much mif{chief, for you are to know, 
that we CAaelers all love one ano- 
ther: and therefore do I hate the 
Otter perfetly, even for their fakes 
that are of my Brotherhood. 

Viat. Sir, to be plain with you, 
Iam forry you are an Angler : for 
I have heard many grave, ferious 
men pitie, and many pleafant men 
{coffe at Anglers. 

Pifc. Sir, There are many men 
that are by others taken to be feri- 
ous grave men, which we contemn 
and pitie; men of fowre complexi- 
Ons; mony-getting-men, that {pend 
all their time firft in getting, and 
next in anxious care to keep it: men 
that are condemn’d to be rich, and 
alwayes difcontented,or bufie. For 
thefe poor-rich-men, wee Anglers 


B3 pitie 


5 


6 The Complete Angler. 


pitiethem ; and ftand in noneed to 
borrow their thoughts to think our 
felves happie: For (truft me, Sir) 
we enjoy a contentedneffe above the 
reach of fuch difpofitions. 

And as for any {coffer, qué moc- 
kat mockabitur, Letmee tell you, 
(that you may tell him) what the 
Moantegne Wittie French-man fayes in fuch a 
inbis Apol. Cale. When my Cat and I enter- 
for Ra.S¢- gaine each other with mutuall apifh 

tricks (as playing with a garter ,) who 

knows but that I make ber more {port 

then fhe makes me? Shall 1 conclude 
her fimple, that has her time to begin 
or re #3 fportiveneffe as freely as I 
my{elf have ? Nay, who knows but 
that our agreeing no better, us the de- 
feet of my not under ftanding her lan- 
guage? ( for doubrleffe Cats talk and 
reafon with one another) and that fhee 
laughs at, and cenfures my folly, for 
making her {port, and pities mee for 
pears fr her no better? Tothis 
purpofe {peaks Moxntagne concer- 


ning 
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ning Cats : And ThopeI may take 
as great a libertie to blame any 
Scoffer, that has never heard what 
an Angler can fay in the juftificati- 
on of his Art and Pleafure. 

But, if this {atisfie nor, I pray 
bid the Scoffer put this Epigram 
into his pocket, and read it every 
morning for his breakfaft (for I with 
him no better ;) Hee fhall finde it 
fix'd before the Dialogues of Lacs- 
an (who may be juftly accounted 
the father of the Family of all Scof- 
fers:) Andthough I owe none of 
that Eraternitie fo much as good 
will, yet I have taken a little plea- 
fant pains to make fuch a conver- 
fion of it as may make it the fitter 
for all of chat Fraternity. 


Lucian well skill'd in {coffing, this has writ, 
Friend,that’s your folly which you think your wit 
This you vent bie both of wit and fear, 
Meaning an other ,when your felf youjecrs 


B4 But 
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But no more of the Scoffer ; for 
fince Solomon fayes, he is an abo- 
mination to men, he thall be foro 
me; and I think, to all that love 
Vertue and Angling. 

Viat. Sir, you have almoft ama- 


Pro, 24.9. zed me: for though I am no Scof- 


fer, yet Ihave (I pray let me {peak 
it without offence ) alwayes look’d 
upon Anglers as more patient, and 
more fimple men,then (I fear) I hall 
finde you to be. 

Pifeat, Sir, Thope you will not 
judge my earneftneffe to be impa- 
tience; and for my fimplicisie, if 
by that you mean a harmlefneffe, or 
that ag ee that was ufually found 
in the Primitive Chriftians, who 
were (as moft Anglers are) quiet 
men, and followed peace; men that 
were too wile to fell their confci- 
ences to buy riches for vexation,and 
a fear to die. Men that lived in 
thofe times when there were fewer 
Lawyers; for then a Lordthip “— 

ave 


——_——~ a 
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have been fafely conveyed in a 
piece of Parchment no bigger then 
your hand, though feveral skins are 
not fufficient to do it in this wifer 
Age. I fay, Sir, if you takeus An- 

lers to be fuch fimple men as I have 
Tikes of, then both my felf, and 
thofe of my profeffion will be glad 
to be founderftood. Butif by fim- 
plicitie you meant to exprefle any 
general defect in the underftanding 
of thofe that profeffe and practife 
Angling, 1 hope to make it appear 
to you, that there is fo much contra- 
ry reafon (if you have but the pa- 
tience to hear it) as may remove all 
the anticipations that Time or Dif- 
courfe may have poffeff'd you with, 
— that Ancient and laudable 

rt 


Viat. Why (Sir) is Angling of 
Antiquitie, and an Art, and an art 
not eafily learn’d ¢ | 

Pif. Yes(Sir:) and I doubt not 
but that if you and I were tocon- 

3 verfe 


9 
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verfe together but til night, I fhould 
leave you poffeff'd with the fame 
happie thoughts that now poffeffe 
me; not onely for the Antiquitic 
of it, buc thac it deferves com- 
mendations ; and that ‘tuisan Art; 
and worthy the knowledge and 
practice of a wife, and a [erious 
iat, Si {peak of them 
Veat. Sir, I pra O 
what you fhall Think fic; for wee 
have yet five miles to walk before 
wee fhall come to the Thatcht houfe. 
And, Sir, though my infirmities 
are many, yet! dare promife you, 
that both my patience and atten- 
tion will indure to hear what you 
will fay till wee come thither: and 
if you pleafe to begin in order 
with the antiquity, when that is 
done, you fhall not want my 
attention to the commendations 
and accommodations of it: and 
laftly, if you fhall convince me that 
*tis an Art, and an Art worth learn- 


ing 


om re ig mre ee eee 


The Complete Angler. 


ing, I fhall beg I may become your 
Scholer, both to wait upon you, 
and to be inftructed in the Art it 
felf. 

Pifc, Oh Sir, ’tis not to be que- 
ftioned, but that itis an art, and an 
art worth your Learning: the que- 
ftion wil rather be, whether you be 
capable of learning it 2? For he that 
learns it, muft not onely bring an 
enquiring, fearching, and difcerning 
wit; but he muft bring alfo that pa- 
ttence you talk of,and a love and pro- 
penfity to the art it felf: but having 
once got and practifed it, then 
doubt not buc the Art will (both 
for the pleafure and profit of it) 
prove liketo Vertue, 4 reward to it 
felf 

Viat. Sir, I am now become fo 
ful of expectation, thatI long much 
to have you proceed in your dif- 
courfe: And firft,I pray Sir,let me 
hear concerning the antiquity of 
it. 

Pife, 


It 


12 
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Pifc. Sir, I wil preface no lon- 
ger, but proceed in orderas you de- 
fireme: And firft for the Antiquity 
of Angling, fhall not fay much; but 
onely this , Some fay, it is as anci- 
ent as Deucalions Floud : and others 
(which I like better) fay, that Belws 
(who was the inventer of godly and 
vertuous Recreations) was the In- 
venter of it: and fome others fay, 
(for former times have had their 
Difquifitions about it) that Seth, one 
of the Sons of Adam, taught it to his 
fons, and that by them it was de- 
rived to Pofterity. Others fay, that 
he left it engraven on thofe Pillars 
which hee erected to preferve the 
knowledg of the Mathematicks, Mu- 
fick, and the reft of thofe precious 
Arts, which by Gods appointment 
or allowance, and his noble induftry 
were thereby preferved from peri- 
fhing in Noah’s Floud. 

Thefe (my worthy Friend) have 
been the opinions of fome men, that 

pof- 
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poffibly may have endeavoured to 
make it more ancient then may well 
be warranted. But for my part, I 
fhall content my felf in telling you, 
That Angling is much more ancient 
then the incarnation of our Saviour : 
For both in the Prophet mos, and ©h?-+-> 
before him in 0b, (which laft Book ©*P-4!- 
is judged to be written by Mofes) 
mention is made of fifh-hooks, which 
muft imply Anglers in thofe times. 
But (my worthy friend) as I would 
rather prove my felf to be a Gentle- 
man, by being lecrned and humble, 
valiant and inoffenfive, vertuous and 
communicable, then by a fond often- 
tation of rrches , or ( wanting thefe 
Vertues my felf) boaft that thefe 
were inmy Anceftors; [And yet I 
confeffe, that where a noble and an- 
cient Defcent and fuch Merits meet 
inany man, it is a double dignifica- 
uion of that perfon: ] and fo, if this 
Antiquitie of Angling (which, for 
my part, I have not forc’d) — 
ike 


14 
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like an ancient Familie, be either an 
honour, or an ornament to this ver- 
tuous Art which I both love and 
practife, I thall be the gladder that 
J made an accidental mention of it ; 
and (hall proceed to the juftification, 
or rather commendation of it. 

Viat. My worthy Friend, I am 
much pleafed with your difcourfe, 
for that you feem tobe fo ingenu- 
ous, and fo modeft,as not to ftretch 
arguments into Hyperbolicall ex- 
preffions, but fuch as indeed they 
will reafonably bear ; and I pray, 
proceed to the jultification, or com- 
mendations of Angling, which I al- 
{o long to hear from you. 

Pife. Sir, I thall proceed, and 
my oext difcourfe fhall be rather a 
Commendation, then a Juftification 
of Angling: for, in my judgment, 
if ic deferves to be commended, it 
is more then juftified ; for fome pra- 
tices that may be juftified, deferve 
no commendation : yet there are 

none 
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none that deferve commendation 
but may be juftified, 

And now having faidthus much 
by way of preparation, 1 am next 
totell you, that in ancient times a 
debate hath rifen, (and itis not yet 
refolved ) Whether Contemplation 
or Adtion be the chiefeft thing wher- 
in the happinefs of a man doth moft 
confift in this world ? 

Concerning which, fome have 
maintained their opinion of the firft, 
by faying, ‘“‘ That the nearer we 
“Mortals come to God by way of 
‘Simitation, the more happy we 
“ are: ] And that God injoyes him- 
felf only by Contemplation of his 
own Goodne{s, Eternsty, Infinstenefs 
and Power, and the like; and upon 
this ground — of them prefer 
Contemplation before Action : and 
indeed, many of the Fathers feem to 
approve this opinion, aS may ap- 

ear in their Comments upon the 
words of our Saviour to * Martha. 
And 


a) 


¥ Luk. 10, 
4 I -42. 
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And contrary to thefe, others of 
equal Authority and credit, have 
preferred dion to be chief; asex- 
periments in PAyfick, and the appli- 
cation of it, both forthe eafe and 
prolongation of mans life, by which 
manis enabled to aét, and to do 
good co others: And they fay al- 
fo, That Action is not only Doétri- 
nal, buta maintainer of humane 
Society; and for thefe, and other 
reafons, tobe preferr’d before Cor- 
templation. 

Concerning which two opinions, 
I fhall forbearto adda third, by 
declaring my own, and reft my {elf 
contented in telling you (my wor- 
thy friend) thatboththefe meetro- 
gether, anddo moft properly be- 
long to the moft honeft, ingenious, 
harmle(s Art of Angling. 

And firft I thall tel you what fome 
have obferved, and I have foundin 
my {elf, That the very ny b 
the Rivers fide, is not only the reel 

place 
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place for, but will invite the Anglers 
co Contemplation: That it is the fit- 
tet place, feems to be witnefled by 
the children of J/rael*, who having p,, , ” 
banifh’d all mirthand Mufick from 
their penfive hearts, and having 
hung up their then mute Inftruments 
upon the Willow trees, growing by 
the Riversof Babylon, {ate down 
upon thofe banks bemoaning the 
ruines of Sion, and contemplating 
their own fad condition, 
And an ingenuous Spantard {ayes, 
“< That both Rivers, and the inha- 
‘“bitants of the watery Element, 
““ were created for wife mento con- 
“template, and fools to pafs by 
‘without confideration. And 
though I am too wifeto rank my 
{elf in the firft number, yet give me 
leave to free my felf from the laft, by 
offering to thee a fhort contemplati- 
on, firft of Rivers, and then of 
Fifh: conceming which, I doubt 
not but to relate to you many 
things 
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things very confiderable. 

Concerning Rivers, there be di- 
vers wonders reported of them by 
Authors, of fuchcredit, chat we 
need not deny them an Hiftorical 
faith. 

As of a River in Epirus, that 
puts out any lighted Torch, and 
kindles anyTorch that was notlight- 
ed. Of the River Selarws, that in a 
few hours turns a rod or a wand in- 
to {tone (and our Camden mentions 
the like wonder in England:) that 
there is a River in pi of which 
all che Sheep that drink chereof have 
their Wool turned intoa Vermilion 
colour. And onc of no lefs credit 

InbisWon. then Ariftotle tels us of a merry Ri- 
fF ™- ver, che River Elufina, that dances 
This is atthe noife of Mufick, chat with 
confirmed Mufick it bubbles, dances, and 
PY Solon growes fandy, bur returns to a won- 
inhis holy ted calmnefS and clearnefs when the 
Hiftory. Mufick ceafes. And laftly, (for I 
would not tire your patience) ¢ Fofe- 

$ 
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phus, that learned Few, tells us of a 
River in Fadea,that runs and moves 
{wiftly all the fix dayes of the weck. 
and ftands ftill and refts upon thetr 
Sabbath day. But Sir, left this 
difcourfe may feem tedious , I fhail 
Bive it a {weetconclufion out of chat 

oly Poet Mr. George Herbert his 
Divine Contemplation on Gods 
providence. 


Lord,whe hath praife enough, nayy who hath any > 
None canexprefs thy works but be that knows them, 
And none can know thy works, they are fo many, 
And fo complete, but only be that owes them, 


We all acknowledge borb thy pewer and love 

To be exalt ,tranfcendent, and divine ; 

Whe dof fo frangely, and fo {weet ly move, 

Whilff all things bave their end, yet none but thine, 


Wherefore, moff Sacred Spirit, I here prefent 
For me, andall my fellows, praife to thee; 
And juff se +s that I foould pay the rene, 
Becaufe the benefit accrues to me. 


And as concerning Fihh, in that 
C 2 Pfalm 
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Pfalm,wherein, for height of Poetr 
pear Wonders, the Poclie David 
feems evento exceed himfelf ; how 
doth he there exprefs himfelfe in 
choice Metaphors, even to the a- 
mazement of a contemplative Rea- 
der, concerning the Sea, the Rivers, 
and the Fifh therein contained. And 
the great NaturalliA Pliny {ayes, 
“(That Natures great and wonder- 
“¢ ful power is more demonftrated in 
** the Sea, then on the Land. And 
this may appear by the numerous 
and various Creatures, inhabiting 
both in and abourthat Element : as 
to the Readers of Ge/ner, Randeliti- 
4s, Pliny, Ariftotle, and others is 
demonftrated. But I will fweeten 
this difcourfe alfo out of a contem- 
Dubartas _— in Divine Dubartas, who 


ia the ifth 
day. ayes, 


God quickned in the Sea and in the Rivers, 


So many fifbes of fo many features, 
That inthe waters we may {ee all Creatures: 


Even 
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Even all that on the earth is to be found, 

As if the world were in deep waters drownd. 
For feas(as well as Skies\have Sun,Moon,Stars; 
(As wel as air) Swallows, Rooks, and Stares , 
(As wel as earth Vines, Rofes, Nettles, Melons, 
Mufbroms, Pinks Gilliflowers and many milions 
Of other plants, more rare, more flrange then 
As very fifhes living in the feas , (thefe; 
And af Rams ,Calves,Horfes,Hares andHogs, 
Wolves, Urchins, Lions, Ele hants ana Dogs; 
Yea,Men and Maids, andwhich I moft admire, 
The Mitred Bifbop, and the cowled Fryer, 

Of which examples but a few years fince, 

Were foewn theNorway and Polonian Prince. 


Thefe feem tobe wonders, but 
have had fo many confirmations 
from men of Learning and credit, 
that you need not doubt them; nor 
are the number, nor the various 
fhapes of fifhes, more ftrange or 
more fit for contemplation, chen their 
different natures, inclinations and a- 
ctions: concerning which I fhall beg 
your patient car a little longer. 

C 3 The 
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The Cutele-fifb wil caft a long gut 
out ofher throat, which (like as an 
Angler does his line) fhe fendeth 
forth and pulleth in again at her 
pleafure, according as fhe fees fome 
little fifh come neer to her; and the 


Mount.El Cystle-fifb(being then hid in the gra- 


fayes: and 


others af- 


firm thise 


vel) Jets the fmaller fith nibble and 
bite the end of it; at which time 
fhee by little and little draws che 
{maller fith fo neer to her, that fhe 
may leap upon her,and then catches 
and devours her : and for this reafon 
fome have called this fith the Sea- 
Angler. . 

There are alfoluftfuland chafte 
fifhes, of which I hall alfo give 
you examples. 

And firft, what Dubartas {ayes 
ofa firth called the Sargws ; which 
(becaufe none can exprefs it better 
then he does) I fhall give you in his 
own words, fuppofing it fhall not 
have the lefs credit for being Verfe, 
for he hath gathered this, and other 

3 obferva- 
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obfervations out of Authors that 
have been great and induftrious 
fearchers into the {ecrets of nature. 


The Adulterons Sargus doth not onl change, 
Wives everyday in the deep ftreanss but( Prange) 
As if the honey of Sea-love delight 

Could not {uffice his ranging appetite, 

Goes courting She Goats on the grafsse fhore, 
Horning their husbands that had horns before. 


And the fame Author writes con- 
cerning the Cantharus, that which 
you fhall alfo heare in his own 
words. 


But contrary, the conftant Cantharus, 
Is ever conftant to his faithful Spoufe, 
In nuptial duties [pending his chafte life, 
Never loves any but his own dear wife. 


Sir, but alittle longer, andI have 

done. 
Viat. Sir, take what liberty you 
think fit, for your difcourfe {eems 
C4 to 
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to be Mufick, and charms me into 
an attention. 

Pifc. Why then Sir, I willtakea 
little libertie totell, or rather to re- 
member you what is faid of Tursle 
Doves: Firft, that they filencly 
plight their troth and marry; and 
that then, the Survivor {corns (as 
the Thracian womenare {aid to do) 
to out-live his or her Mate; and 
this is taken for fuch a truth, that if 
the Survivor fhall ever couple with 
another, thehe or fhe, not only the 
living, butthe dead, isdenyed the 
name and honour of atrue Tartle 
Dove. 

And to parallel this Land Variety, 
& teach mankind moral faithfulnefs, 
& to condemn thofe that talk ofRe- 
ligion,and yet come fhort of the mo- 
ral faith of fifh and fowl, Men that vi- 
olate the Law, affirm’d by Saint Paal 


Rom, 2.14 to be writ intheir hearts, and which 


™5 he fayes thal at the laft day condemn 


and leave them without excufe. I 
pray 


o_O: Se a7 os 
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Pray hearken to what Dubartas fings: Dubertas 
(for the hearing of fuch conjugal * °*” 
faithfulnefs, will be Mufick to all 
chafte ears) and therefore, I fay, 
hearken to what Dsbartas fings of 

the Mullet: 


Bat for chafte love the Mullet hath no peer, 
For, if the Fifher hath furprifed her pheer, 
As mad with wo, to fhoare he followeth, 
Preft to confort bim both in life and death. 


On the contrary, what fhall I fay 
of the Hoxfe-Cock, which treads a- 
ny Hen, and then (contrary to the 
Swan,the Partridg, and Pigeon) takes 
no care to hatch, to feed, or to che- 
rifh hisown Brood, but is fenflefs 
though they perith. 

And tis confiderable,that the Hess 
(which becaufe fhe alfo takes any 
Cock, expects it not) who is fure 
the Chickens be her own, hath by 
a moral impreffion her care, and af- 
fection to i own Broode, — 

then 
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then doubled, evento fuch a heighr, 
that our Saviour in expreffing his 

Mat.23 37 Jove to Ferufalem, quotes her for an 
example of tender affection, as his 
Father had done Fob for a pattern of 
patience. 

And to parallel this Cock,there be 
divers fifhes that caft their fpawne 
on flags or ftones, and thenleave it 
uncovered and expofed to become a 
prey, and be devoured by Vermine 
or other fifhes: but other fifhes (a3 
namely the Barbel) take fuch care 
for the prefervation of their feed, 
that(unlike to the Cock or theCuckor) 
they mutually labour (both the 
Spawner, and the Melter) to cover 
their (pawne with fand, or watch it, 
or hide itin fome fecret place unfre- 
quented by Vermine, or by any ffh 
but themfelves. 

Sir, thefe examples may, to you 
and others, feem ftrange; but th 
are teftified, fome by Ariffotle, fome 
by Pliny, fome by Gzfner, and by 

divers 
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divers others of credit, and are be- 
fieved and knowa by divers, both of 
wifdom and experience, to be a 
truth; andare (as I faid at the be- 
ginning: fit for the contemplation 
of a moft ferious, anda moft pious 
man. 

And that they be fit for the con- 
templation of the moft prudent and 
pious, and peaceable men, feems 
to be teftified by the praétice of {0 
many devovt and contemplative 
men; asthe Patriarksor Prophets 
ofold, and of che Apoftles of our 
Saviour in thefe later times, of 
which twelve he chofe four that 
were Fifhermen: concerning which 
choice fome have made thefe Ob- 
fervations. 

Firft, That he never reproved 
thefe for their Imployment or Cal- 
ling, ashe did the Scribes and the 
Mony-Changers, And fecondly, 
That he found the hearts of fuch 
men, men that by nature were — 

or 
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for contemplation and quietnefs ; 
men of mild, and {weet, and peacea- 
ble {pirits, (as indeed imoft Anglers 
are) thefe men our bicfled Saviour 
(who is obferved to love to plant 
gracein good natures) thoughno- 
thing be too hard for him, yet thefe 
men he chofe to call from their irre- 
provable imployment, and gave 
them grace to be his Difciples and 
to follow him. 

And it is obfervabie, that it was 
our Saviours will that his four Fi- 
fhermen Apoftles fhould have a 
prioritie of nomination in the cata- 
logue of his twelve Apoftles, as 
namely firft,S. Peter, Andrew, pames 
and Fobn, and then the reft in their 
order. 

And it is yet more obfervable, 
that when our bleffed Saviour went 
up intothe Mount, at his Transf- 
east when he left the reft of his 

ifciples and chofe onely three to 
bear him company, that thefe three 
were 
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were all Fifher-men. 

And fince I have your promife to 
hear me with patience, I will take a 
liberty to look back upon an obfer- 
vation that hath been made by an in- 
genuous and learned man, who ob- 
ferves that God hath been pleafed to 
allow thofe whom he, himfelfe hath 
appointed , to write his holy will in 
holy Writ, yet toexprefs his will in 
fuch Metaphors as their former affe- 
étions or practife had inclined them 
to; and he brings Solomon for an ex- 
ample, who before his converfion 
was remarkably amorous, and after 
by Gods appointment, writ that The Can- 
Love-Song betwixt God and_ his %*!«* 
Church. 

And if chis hold in reafon (as I 
fee none tothe contrary )then it maj 
be ‘pene concluded, that Mofes 
(whom I told you before, writ the 
book of ve )and the Prophet Amos 
were bothAnglers,for you fhal in all 
the old Teftament, find fifh-hooks 

but 
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but twice mentioned ; ager Set | 
meek Mofes, the friend of God; 
and by the humble Prophet 4- 
mos. 

Concerning which laft, namely, 
the Prophet Amos, 1 fhall make but 
this Obfervation, Thathe that thall 
read the humble, lowly, plain ftile 
of that Prophet, and compare ic 
with the high, glorious, eloquent 
ftile of the prophet Zfaiah (though 
they be both equally true) may ea- 
fity believe him to be a good natu- 
red ,plaine Fifher-man. 

Which I do the rather believe,by 
comparing the affectionate, lowly, 
humble Epiftles of S.Peter,S.Pames 
and §. F05n, whom we know were 
Fifhers, with the glorious language 
and high Meapies of S. Paul, 
whom we know was not. 

Letme give you the example of 
two mcn more,that have lived near- 
eric our own times: firt of Door 
Newel fometimes Dean of S. Pals, 

in 
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(in which Church his Monument 
ftands yetundefaced) a man that in 
the Reformation of Queen Eliza- 
beth (not that of Henry the VIII.) 
was fo noted for his meek {pirit,deep 
Learning, Prudence and Piety, thar 
the then Parliament and Convoca- 
tion, both chofe, injoyned,and truft- 
ed him to be the man to make a Ca- 
techifm for publick ufe, {uch a one 
as fhould ftand as a rule for taith and 
manners to their pofteririe: And 
the good man (though he was very 
learned, yet knowing that God leads 
us not to heaven by hard queftions) 
made that good, plain, unperplext 
Catechifm, that is printed with the 
old Service Book. I fay, this good 
man was as deara lover, and con- 
ftant practicer of Angling, as any 
Age can produce; and his cuftome 
was to {pend (befides his fixe hours 
of prayer (thofe hours which by 
command of the Church were en- 
joined theold Clergy, and — 

sily 
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rily dedicated to devotion by many 
Primitive Chriftians:) befides chofe 
hours,chis good man was obferved 
to {pead, or if you will, to beftow a 
tenth part ofhis timein Angling ; 
and alfo (forl have i with 
thofe which have converfed with 
him) to beftow a tenth part of his 
Revenue, and allhis fifh, amongft 
the poor that inhabited near to thofe 
Rivers in which ic was caught, fay- 
ing often, That Charity gave life to 
Religion: and at his return would 
praife God he had {pent that day free 
from worldly. trouble,both harmlef- 
ly and in a Recreation that became a 
Church-man. 

My next and faft example hall 
be that undervaluer of money, the 
late Provoft of Eston Colledg, Sir 
Henry Wotton, (a man with whom I 
have often fifh’d and converf’d) a 
man whofe forraign imployments 
in the fervice of this Nation, and 
whofe experience, learning, wit and 

cheer- 
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cheerfulnefs, made his company to 
be efteemed one of the delights 
of mankind , this man, whofe ve 
approbation of Angling were fufh- 
cient to convince any modeft Cenfu- 
rerof it, thisman was alfoa moft 
dearlover, anda frequent pratti- 
cer of the Art of Angling, of which 
he would fay, “(Twas an imploy- 
= sir a be idle — which was 
“ not idly fpent;] for Angling was 
after tedious findy “CA eft fo his 
“ mind, a cheerer of his {pirits, a di- 
©Cvertion of fadnefs, a calmer of un- 
“< quiet rhoughts,aModerator of paf- 
ey ae sa procurer of contentednefs, 
S< and that it begot habits of peace 
“* and patience in thofe chat profeft 
“< and practic’d it. 

Sir, This was the faying of that 
Learned man ; and I docafily be- 
lieve that peace, and patience, and a 
calm content did cohabit in the 
cheerful heart of Sir Henry Wotton, 
becaufe I know, that when he was 

D beyond 
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beyond feventy years of age he 
made this defcription of a part of 
the prefent pleafure that poffeft him, 
as he fate quietly in a Summers 
evening ona bank a fithing;itis a de- 
fcription of the Spring, which be- 
caufe it glides as or and {weetly 
from his pen,as that River does now 
by which it was then made, I fhall 
repeat unto you. 


This daydame Nature feem'd in love : 
The luftie ap began to move , 

Frefh juic: dia fier th’ imbracing Vines, 
And birds had drawn their Valentines. 
The jealous Trout, that low did lye, 
Rofe at awell diffembled flie ; 

There ftood my friend with paticnt skill, 
Attending of his trembling qutl. 

Already were the eaves pofeft 

With the [wift Pilgrims dawbed neft : 
The Groves already did rejoice, 

In Philomels triumphing voice: 

The fhowrs were fhort, the weather mild, 


The morning frefh, the evening [mild. 
Jone 
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Jone takes her neat rubb'd pail, and now 
She trips to milk the fand-red Cow ; 
Where, for fome fturdy foot-ball Swain, 
Jone frrokes a Sillibub or twaine. 

The fel and gardens were befet 

With Tulips, Crocus, Violet, 

And now, though late, the modeft Rofe 
Did more then half a blufh difclofe. 
Thus all looks gay and full of chear 


To welcome the new liveried year. 


Thefe were the thoughts that then 
poffeft the undifturbed mind of Sir 
Henry Wotton. Will you hear the 
wifh of another Angler, and the lo D 
commendation of his happy life, “~~ 
which he alfo fings in Verfe. 


Let me live harmlefly, and near the brink 

Of Trent or Avon have 4 dwelling place, 

Where I may fee my quil or cork down fink, 

With eager bit of Pearch, or Bleak, or Daces 

And on the world and my Creator think (braces 

Whilft fome men Prive, ill gotten goods t’ im- 
D2 And 
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And others {pend their time in bafe excels — 
of wine or worfe,in war and wantonnels. 


Let them that lift thefe paftimes ftill purfue 
And on {ach edhe. foci feed thor ih 
So I the fields and meadows green may view, 
And daily by freth Rivers walk at will, 

Among the Dailies and the Violets ble, 

Red Heacei.sad yellow Daffadil, 

Purple Narciflus,like the morning rayes, 
Pale ganderglals and aXure Culverkayes. 


I count it higher pleafurets behold 

——- compals of the lofty Skie, 

Andin the midft thereof (like burning Gold) 

The flaming Chariot of the worlds great eye, 

The watry clouds, that in the aireup vol, 

With fundry kinds of painted colours flye ; 
And fair Aurora lifting up her bead, 
Still blufbingvife from old Tithonius bed. 


The hils and mountains hehe ie she plains, 
The plains extended level with the ground, 
The grounds divided into fundry vains, 

The vains inclof'd with rivers running round. 


Thefe 
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Thefe rivers making way through natares chains 

With headlong courfe into the fea profound , 
The raging {ea, beneath the vallees low, 
Where lakes,and rils, and rivulets do flow. 


The loftie woods, the Forrefts wide and long 
Adorn’ dwith leaves e branches frefh ergreen, 
In whofe cool bowres the birds with many a [ong 
Do welcom with their Quire theSamersQueen: 
The Meadows fair, where Flora's gifts among 
Are intermixt with verdant ae between. 
The plver-fealed hth that foftly fwim, 
Within the fweet brooks chryftal watry ftream., 


All thefe, and many more of his Creation, 
That made the Heavens,tke Angler oft doth fee, 
Taking therein no little delectation, 
To think how ftrange,how wonderful they be , 
Framing thereof an inward contemplation, 
To fet his heart from other fancies free ; 
And whilft be looks on thefe with joyful eye, 
His minds rapt above the Starry Skie. 


Sir, 1am glad my memory did 
not lofe thefe laft Verfes, becaufe 
D 3 they 


38 


The Complete Angler. 


they are fomewhat more pleafant 
and more futableto May Day, then 
my harfh Difcourfe, and Iam glad 
your patience hath held out folong, 
asto hearthem and me; for both 
together have brought us within the 
fight of the Thatcht Honfe,; and I 
muft be your Debtor(if you think it 
worth your attention) for the reft of 
my promifed difcourfe, till {ome o- 
ther opportunity and a like time of 
leifure. 

Vat. Sir, You have Angled me 
on with much pleafure to the thatcht 
Houfe, and Inowfind your words 
true, That good company makes 
the way feem foort for, truft me, 
Sir, I thought we had wanted three 
miles of thethatcht Houfe, till you 
fhewed it me: but now we are atit, 
wel tum into it, and refreth our 
a with acup of Aleand alittle 
reft. 

Pifc. Moft gladly (Sir) and we'l 
drink a civil cup to all the Oster Hun- 
ters 
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ters that are to meet you to morrow. 

Viat. That we wil, Sir, and to all 
the lovers of Angling too, of which 
number, I am now one my felf, 
for by the help of your good dif- 
courfe and company, I have put on 
new thoughts both of the Artof An- 
gling, and of all that profefs it: and 
if you will but meet me too morrow 
at the time and place appointed, and 
beftow one day with me and my 
friends inhunting the Otser, 1 will 
the next two dayes waitupon you, 
and we two will for that time do no- 
thing but angle, and talk of fifhand 

fhing. 

Pifc.’Tisa match, Sir, P’Inot fail 
you,God willing,to be at Amwel Hel 
to morrow morning before Sun- 
rifing. 


D 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. Il. 


Viat. Y friend Pe#fcator, 
you have kept time 
with my thoughts, 

for the Sun is juft rifing, and I my 

felf juft now come othe place, and 
the dogs have juft now put down an 

Otter, look down at the bottom of 

the hil, therein that Meadow, che- 

— with water Lillies and Lady- 

mocks, there you may fee what 

work they make: look,you {ee all 
bufie,men and dogs,dogs and men, 
all bufie. 

Pifc. Sir, I am right glad to 
meet you, and glad to have {o fair 
an entrance into this dayes fport,and 
glad to {ce fo many dogs, and more 
men all in purfuit of the Otter, lets 
complement no longer, but joine 
untothem , come honeft Vistor, lets 

be 
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be gone, lets make hafte, Ilong to 
be doing ; no reafonable hedge or 
ditch thall hold me. 

Viat. Gentleman Huntfman, 
where found you this Oster ? 

Hunt. Marry (Sir) we found her 
amile off this place a fifhing; fhe 
has this morning eaten the greateft 
part of this Trost, fhe hasonly left 
thus much of it as you fee, and was 
a for more; when we came we 
found her juft at it. but we were here 
a early, we were here an hour 

ore Sun-rife, and have given 
her no reft fince we came: fure fhe'l 
hardly efcape all thefe dogs and 
men.] am co have the skinif we kill 
him. 

Viat. Why, Sir, whats the skin 
worth ? 

Hunt. ’Tis worth ten fhillings to 
make gloves; the gloves of an Ot- 
ter are the beft fortification for 
your hands againft wet weather that 
can be thought of. 

Pifc. 1 
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Pif. 1 pray,honeft Huntfman, let 
me ask you a pleafant queftion, Do 
you hunt a Beaft ora fith ? 

H. Sir, It is notin my power to re- 
folve you; for the queftion has been 
debated among many great Clerks, 
and they feem co differ about its but 
moftagree, that his tail is fith: and 
ifhis body befifhtoo, then I may 
fay, ehata fith will walk upon land 
(for an Otter does fo) fometimes 
five or fix, or ten miles ina night. 
But (Sir) I can tell you certainly, 
that he devours much fith, and kils 
and {poils much more: And I can 
tell you, that he can {mel a fith in 
the water one hundred yards from 
him (Gefner {ayes much farther) and 
that his ftones are good againft the 
Falling-ficknefS: and that there is 
an herb Benione, whichbeing hung 
ina linen cloth near a Fifh Pond,or 
any haunt that he ufes, makes him 
toavoid the place, which proves he 
can fmell both by water and _ 

An 
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And thus much for my knowledg of 
the Otter, which you may now fee 
above water at vent, and the dogs 
clofe with him , I nowfee he will 
not laftlong, follow therefore my 
Matters, follow, for Sweetlips was 
like to have him at this vent. 

via.Oh me, all the Horfe are got 
over the river, what fhall we do 
now? 

Hun, Marry ,ftay a little & follow, 
both they and the dogs will be fud- 
denly on this fide again, I warrant 
you, and the Oster too it may be: 
now have at him with Ki lbwck, for 
he vents again. 

via.Marry fo heis,for look he vents 
inthatcorner. Now, now Ringwood 
has him. Come bring him to me. 
Look, tis a Bitch Otter upon m 
word, and fhe has lately sae 
Jets go to the place where the was pat 
down, and not far from it, you will 
find all her young ones, I dare war- 
rant you : and kill chem all too. 

Hunt. 
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Hunt. Come Gentlemen, come 
all, Ietsgo to the place where we 
downe the Otter , look you, 

ereabout it was that thee ken- 
nell’d,; look you, here it was 
indeed, for here’s her young ones, 
. lefsthen five: come lets kill them 
all. 
Pifc. No, I pray Sir, fave me 
one, andI'iltry if I can make her 
tame, aS I know an ingenuous 


Mr.Nicb. Gentleman in Leicefler-fhire-: has 
Seagrave done, who hath not only made 


her tame, but to catch fith, and 
doe many things of much plea- 
fure. 

Hent, Take one with all my 
heart; but let us kill the reft. And 
now lets go toan honeft Alehoufe 
and fing Old Rofe, and rejoice all of 
us rogether. 

Viat. Come my friend, lec me 
invite you along with us; I'll bear 
your charges this night, and you 

beare mine to _—s . 
or 
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for my intention is to accOm- 
pany you a day or two in fifhing. 
Pife. Sir, your requeft is 
= and I fhall be right glad, 
oth to exchange fuch a cour- 
tefie, andalfoto enjoy your com- 
pany. 


Viat. Well,now lets goto your 
fport of Angling. 

Pifc. Lets be going with all my 
heart, God keep you alt Gentlemen, 
and fend you meet this day with 
another bitch orter, and kill her 
merrily, and all her young ones 
too. 

Viat. Now Pifcator, where wil you 
begin to fifh ¢ 

Pifc. Weare not yet come to a 
likely place, I muft walk a mile fur- 
ther yet before I begin. 

Viat. Wellthen, J pray, as we 
walk, tell me freely how do you like 
my Hofte,and the company ? isnot 
mine Hofte a witty man ¢ 

Pifc. Sir, 
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Pifc. Sir, To fpeak truly, he is 
nottome; for moft of his con- 
ceits were cither Scripture-jefts, or 
lafcivious jefts ; for which I count 
no man witty : for the Divel will 
help a men that way inclin’d, to the 
firft, and his own corrupt nature 
(which he alwayes carries with him) 
cothe latter. Buta companion that 
feafts the company with wit and 
mirth,and leaves out the fin (which 
is ufwally mixt with them) he is the 
man: and indeed, {uch a man fhould 
have his charges born: and to fuch 
company I hope to bring you this 
night; for at Trowt-Hal, not far from 
this place,where I purpofe to lodg to 
night, there is uftally an Angler 
that proves good company. 

But for fuch difcourfe as we 
heard laft night , it infects o- 
thers; the very boyes will learn to 
talk and {wear as heard mine 
Hoft, and another afte company 
that fhall be namelefs; well, you 

know 
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know what example is able to do, 
and I know what the Poet fayes in 
the like cafe : 


Many 4 one 

Owes to his Country his Religion : 

And in another would as firongly grow, 
Had but his Nurfe or Mother taugnt him fo. 


This is reafon put into Verfe, and 
worthy the confideration of a wife 
man.But of this no more,for though 
Tlove civility,yet I hate fevere cen- 
fures: I'ilto my own Art, and I 
doubt not but at yonder cree I fhall 
catch a Chub, and then we'll turn to 
an honeft cleanly Ale houfe that I 
know right well, reft our felves,and 
drefsit for our dinner. 

via. Oh,Sir,aChud is the worft fith 
that fwims, Thoped fora Troms for 
my dinner. 

Pif.Truft me,Sir,there is nota like- 
ly place for a Trout hereabour, and 
we ftaid fo long to take our leave of 

your 
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your Huntimen this morning, that 
the Sun is got fo high, and thines fo 
clear, that I will not undertake the 
catching of a Trost till evening ; 
and though a Chub be by you and 
many others reckoned the wortt of 
all fith, yet you fhall {ee ’ll make it 
good fith by dreffing it. 

Viat. Why, howwill youdrefs 
him ? 

Pifc. Tl tell you when I have 
caught him: look you here, Sir, 
do you fee? (but you muft {tand very 
clofe) there lye upon the top of the 
water twenty Chabs : Vl catch on- 
ly one, and that fhall be the bigectt 
ofthem all. and that I will do fo, 
Pll hold you twenty to one. 

viet. I marry, Sir, now you 
talk like an Artift, and I'll fay, you 
are one,when I hall fee you perform 
what you fay youcando, but I yet 
doubt it. 

Pifc.And that you thall fee me do 
prefently ; look.the biggeft of = 

Clans 
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Chubs has had fome bruife upon his 
tail,and that looks like a white {pot ; 
that very Chub I mean to catch; fie 


ou but down in the fhade, and ftay 


ut a little while,and I’] warrant you 
I'l bring him to you. 

viat. I'l ficdown and hope well, 
becaufe you feem to be fo confi- 
dent. 

Pifc. Look you Sir, there heis, 
that very Chub that I thewed you, 
with the white {poton his tail, and 
I’l be as certain to make hima good 
dith of meat, as I was to pct, 
T’'l now lead you to an honeft Ale- 
houfe, where we fhall find a cleanly 
room, Lavender in the windowes, 
and twenty Ballads ftuck about the 
wall, there my Hoftis (which I 
may tel you, is both cleanly and 
conveniently handfome( has dreft 
many a one for me, and {hall now 
drefs it after my fafhion, and I war- 
rant it good meat. 

viat.Come Sir,with all my heart, 

E for 
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for I beginto be hungry, and long 
to be at it,and indeed to reft my felf 
too; for though I have walk’d but 
four miles this morning, yet I be- 
gin to be weary; yefter dayes hunt- 
ing hangs ftil upon me. 

Pife, Wel Sir,and you fhal quick- 
ly be at reft, for yonder is the houfe 
I mean to bring you to. 

Come Hoftis, how do you 2 
wil you firft give us a cup of your 
beft Ale, and then drefS this Chub, 
as you dreft my laft, when I and my 
friend were here about eight or ten 
daics ago ? but you muft do me one 
—— it muft be done inftant- 


/ Hof. 1 wildo it, Mr. Pifcator, 
and with all the {peed I can. 

Pifc. Now Sir, has not my Ho- 
ftis made haftez anddoes not the 
fifh look lovely ¢ 

vat. Both, upon my word Sir. 
and therefore lets fay Grace and fall 

to cating of it. 
Pifc. Wel 
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Pifc. Well Sir, how do you like 
it ? 

viat. Truft me,'tis as good meat 
as ever Itafted: now let me thank 
you for it, drink to you, and beg a 
courtefie of you; but it muft not be 
deny’d me. : 

Pifc. Whiatis it,I pray Sir? you 
are fo modeft, that a thinks I oa 
promife to grant it before it is 
asked. 

viat. Why Sir, it is that from 
henceforth you wil allow me to call 
bp Mafter, and that really 1 may 

your Scholer, for you are fuch a 
companion, and have {fo quickly 
caught, and fo excellently cook’d 
this fifh, as makes me ambitious to 
be your fcholer. 

Pifc. Give me your hand: from 
this time forward I wil be your Ma- 
fter, and teach you as much of this 
ArtasIam able; and will, as you 
defire me, tel you fomewhat of the 
nature of fome of the fifh which we 

E2 are 
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areto Anglefor; andI am fure I 
thal tel you more then every Angler 
yet knows. 

And firft I willtel you how you 
fhall catch fuch a Chub as this was; 8 
then how to cook him as this was: 
I could not have begun to teach 
you to catch any fifh more eafily 
then this fith is caught; butthen it 
mutt bethis particular way, and this 
you muft do: 

Go to the fame hole, where in 
moft hot days you will finde floting 
neer the top of the water, at leafta 
dozen or twenty Chubs get a Graf- 
hopper or two as you goe, and get 
fecretly behinde the tree, putit then 
upon your hook, and let your hook 
hang a quarter of a yard hort of the 
top of the water,and ’tis very likel 
that the fhadow of your rod, whi 
you muft reft on the tree, will caufe 
the Céubsto fink downto the bot- 
tom with fear; for they be a very 
fearful fith, and the fhadow of a bird 


flying 
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flying over them will make them do 
fo; burthey will prefently rife up to 
the top again, and there lie foaring 
till fome fhadow affrights them a- 
gam: when they lie upon the top 
of the water, look out the beft chwb, 
which you fetting your {elf ina fit 
place, may very eafily doe, and 
move your Rod as foftly as a Snail 
moves, to that Chxb you intend to 
catch; let your bait fall gently up- 
on the water three or four inches be- 
fore him, and he will infallibly take 
the bait, and you willbe as fure to 
catch him; for hee is one of the 
Jeather-mouth’d fifhes, of which a 
hook does {carce ever lofe his hold : 
and therefore give him play enough 
before you offer to take him out of 
the water. Go your way prefently, 
take my rod, and doe as I bid you, 
and I will fic down and mend my 

tackling till you return back. 
viat, Truly, my loving Mafter, 
you have offered mee as fair as I 
E 3 could 
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could with : Ile goe and obferve 
your directions. 

Look you, Mafter, what I have 
done; that which joyes my heart; 
caughe juft fuch another Chab as 
yours was. 

Pifc. Marry, and I am glad of it : 
Tam like to have a towardly Scho- 
ler of you. Inow fee, that with ad- 
vice and practice you wil make an 
Angler in a fhort time. 

Veat But Mafter, Whatif 1 could 
not have found a Grafhopper ¢ 

P3f. ThenI may tel you, thata 
black Snail, with his belly flit , to 
fhew his white , ora piece of foft 
cbecfewil ufually do as wel; nay, 
fometimes a worm, or any kind of 
Sy, asthe Ant-fly, the Fiefh-fly, or 
Wall-ftyox the Dor or Beetle, (which 
you may find under a Cow-turd) or 
a Bob,which you wil find in the fame 

lace, and intime wil be a Beetle , 
it is a fhort white worm, like to, and 
bigger then a Gentle,or a Cod-worm, 

or 
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or C4fe-worm any of thefe wil do ve- 
ry wel tofifhinfuch a manner. And 
after this manner you may catch a 
Trost: in ahot evening, when as you 
walk bya Brook, and fhal fee or 
hear him leap at Flies, then if you 
e a Grafhepper, put it on your 
ook, with your line about two yards 
long, ftanding behind a bufh or trec 
where his hole is, and make your 
bait ftir up and down onthe topof 
the water; you may, if you ftand 
clofe, be fureofa bit, but not fure 
to catch him, for heis nota leather 
mouthed fith: and after this manner 
you may fith for him with almoft a- 
ny kind of live Flie, buc efpecial- 
ly witha le 
Viat. But before you go further, 
I pray good Mafter; what mean you 
by a leather mouthed fith. 
Pifc¢. By aleather mouthed fith, 
I mean fuch as have their teeth in 
their throat, as the Chub or Chevens 
and fothe Barbel, the Gedgion and 
E 4 Carp, 
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Carp, and divers others have; and 
the hook being ftuck into the leather 
or skin of {uch fifh, does very fel- 
dome or never lofe its hold: But 
onthe contrary, a Pike, a Pearch, 
or Trout, and fo fome other fith 
which have not their teeth in their 
throats, but in their mouthes,which 
bi thal obferve to be very full of 

ones, and the skin very thin, and 
little ofic: I fay, of thefe fith the 
hook never takes fo fure hold, but 
you often lofe the fith unlefs he have 
eorp’d it. 

Viat. Ithank you good Mafter 
for this obfervation; but now what 
thal be done with my Chub or Che- 
ven that I have caught. 

Pifc. Marry Sir, it thall be given 
away tofome poor body, for Ile 
warrant you Ile give you a Trout for 
your {upper ; and itis a good be- 
ginning of your Artto offer your 

rft fruits to the poor, who will 
both thank God and you for it. 
And 
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And now lets walk towards 
the water again, and asI go Ile tel 
te when you catch your nextchab, 

ow to dreffe it as this was. 
viat. Come (good Mafter)I long 
to be going and learn your direQti- 


on. 
Pife. Youmuft drefs it, or {ee 
itdreft thus: When you have {ca- 
led him, wafh him very cleane, cut 
off his tailand fins ; and wath him 
not after you gut him, but chine 
or cut him through the middle as a 
falt ith is cut, then give him four or 
five {cotches with your knife, broil 
him upon wood-cole or char-cole ; 
but as he is broiling, bafte him of- 
ten with butter that thal be choice- 
ly good; and put good ftore of falt 
into your butter, or falt him gently 
as you broil or bafte him; and bruife 
or cut very {mal into your butter, 
alittle Time, or fome other {weet 
herb that is in the Garden where 
you eat him: thus ufed, ic takes a- 
may 
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way the watrith tafte which the Chub 
or Chevin has, and makes him a 
choice dith of meat, as you your felf 
know; for thus was that drefs'd, 
which you did eat of to your din- 
ner. 

Or you may (for variety) drefs a 
Chub another boas and wi Lor find 
him very good, and his tongue and 
head almoft as good as a Carps; bur 
then you muft be fure that no graffe 
or weeds be left in his mouth or 
throat. 

_ Thus you muft drefs him : Slit 
him through the middle, then cut 
him into four pieces ; then put him 
into a pewter difh, and cover him 
with another, put into him as much 
White Wine as wilcover him, or 
Spring water and Vinegar,and ftore 

Salt, with fome branches of 
Time, and other {weet herbs s let 
him then be boiled gently over 2 
Chafing-dith with wood coles, and 
when he is almoft boiled es 

hal 
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half of the liquor from him, not the 
top of it ; put then into hima con- 
venient quantity of the beft butter 
youcan get, with a little Nutmeg 
grated into it, and fippets of white 
bread: thus ordered, you wil find 
the Chevis and the fauce too, a 
choice dith of meat: And I have 
been the more careful to give you a 
perfed direction how to drefs him, 
becaufe he is a fith undervalued by 
many, and I would gladly reftore 
him to fome of his credit which he 
has loft by ill Cookery. 

Yeat. But Mafter, have you 00 
other way to catch a Chever, ot 
Chub? 

Pifc. Yes that I have, but I mutt 
take aime totel it you hereafter, or 
indeed you muft learn it by obferva- 
tion and practice, though this way 
that I have taught you was the eaft- 
eftto catch a Chub, at this time, 
and atthis place. And nowweare 
come againtothe Rive; ; 1 wil (as 


the 
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the Souldier fayes) prepare for skir- 
mifh, that is, draw out my Tack- 


Jing, and try to catch aTrom for 


fupper. 

Vsat. Truft me Mafter, I feenow 
it is a harder matter to catch a Trost 
then a Chub, for I have put on pa- 
tience, and followed bbe this two 
hours, and notfeen a fith ftir, nei- 
ther at your Minnow nor your 
Worm. 

Pifc. Wel Scholer, you muft 
indure worfe luck fometime, or you 
will never make a good Angler. But 
what fay you now’ theres a Trost 
now, andagood one too, if I can 
but hold him; and two or three 
turns more will tire him: Now you 
{ee he lies till, and the fleight is to 
land him :_ Reach me that Landing 
net: So(Sir) now he is mine own, 
what fay you ? isnot this worth all 
my labour? | 

Viet. On my word Matter, 
this is a gallant Trost, what hall 

we 
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we do with him ¢ 

Pifc. Marry ee’n eat him to fup- 
per: Welgo to my Hoftis, from 
whence we came s fhetold me, as 
Iwas going out of door, that my 
brothet Peter, agood Angler, and 
a cheerful companion, had fent word 
he would lodg there to night, and 
bring a friend with him. My Hoft- 
ishas two beds, and I know you 
and I may havethe beft: we'l re- 
joice with my brother Peter and his 
friend, tel tales, or fing Ballads,or 
make aCatch,or find fome harmlefs 
{port to content us. 

Viat. Amatch, = Matter, 
lets go to that houfe, for the linnen 
looks white, and {mels of Lavender, 
and I long tolye in a pair of fheets 
that (mels fo: lets be going, good 
rilesai for ] am hungry again with 


Pife. Nay, ftay a litte good 
Scholer,I caught my laft Troe with 
aworm, now! wil put ona — 

an 
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and try a quarter of an hour about 
yonder trees for another, and fo 
walk towards our lodging. Look 
ou Scholer, theresbout we fhall 
ave a bit prefently, ornot atall: 
Have with you (Sir!) on my word I 
have him. Oh itisa great logger- 
headed Chub : Come,hang him up- 
on that Willow twig, and let’s be 
going. Butturnout of the way a 
little, good Scholer, towards yon- 
der high hedg: We'l fit whilft this 
fhowr falls fo gently upon the teem- 
ingearth, and gives a {weeter {mel 
to the lovely Aowers that adorn 
the verdant Meadows. 
Look,under that broad Beech tree 
I fate down when I was laft this way 
a filhing,and the birds in the adjoin- 
ing Grove feemed to havea friend- 
ly contention with an Echo , whofe 
dead voice feemed to liveina hol- 
low cave, near to the brow of that 
Primrofe hil;there I fate viewing the 
Silver ftreams glide filencly —— 
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their center, the tempeftuous Sea 
yet fometimes oppofed by rugged 
roots, and pibble ftones, which 
broke their waves, and turned them 
intofome : and fometimes viewing 
the harmlefs Lambs, fome leaping 
fecurely in the cool fhade, whilft o- 
thers fported themfelvs in the cheer- 
ful Sun; and others were craving 
comfort from the fwolne Udders of 
their bleating Dams. As I thus fate, 
thefe and other fighs had fo fully 
is my foul,that I thought as the 
oet has happily expreft it : 


I was for that time lifted above earth, 
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And pofeft joyes not promifid in my birth, 


AsI keftthis place, and entered 
into the next field, a fecond pleafure 
entertained me, ‘twas a handfome 
Milk-maid, thathad caft away all 
care, and {ung like a Nightingale ; 
her voice was good, and the Ditty 
ficted for it; ‘twas that {mooth S _ 

whic 
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which was made by Kit Marlow now 
at leaft fifty years ago; and the Milk 
maids mother fung an anfwer to it, 
which was made by Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh in his yonger dayes. 

They were old fathioned Poetry, 
butchoicely good, I think much 
better chen that now in fafhion in 
this Critical age. Look yonder,on 
my word, yonder they be both a 
milking again: I wil give her the 
Chub, and perfwade them to fing 
thofe two fongs to us. 

Pifc. God {peed,good woman, I 
have been a fifhing, and am going 
to Bleak Hallco my bed, and having 
caught more fifh then wil (up my 
{elf and friend, wil beftow this 
upon you and your daughter, for I 
ti to fel none. 7 

Milkw. Marry God requite you 
Sir, and we'l eat itcheerfully: wil 
you drink a draught of red Cows 
milk ¢ 

Pife. No,1 thank you:but I pray 

do 


The Complete Angler. 


dous a courtefie that fhal ftand you 
and your daughter in nothing, and 
we wil think our felves ftil fomething 
in your debt ; it isbut to fing us a 
Song, that that was fung by youand 
your daughter, when | laft paft over 
this Meadow, about cight or nine 
dayes fince. 

Milk, what Song was it, I pray ? 
was it,ComeShepherds deck your heads: 
or, 4s at noon Dulcina refled; or Phi- 
lida flouts me ¢ 

Pife.No, itis none of thofe: itisa 
Song that your daughter fung the 
firtt part, and you fung the anfwer to 
it. 

Milk. OI know itnow, I learn’d 
the firft part in my golden age, when 
I was about the age of my daughter; 
and the later part, which indeed fits 
me beft, but two or three years ago; 

ou fhal, Godwilling, hear them 
oth. Come Masdlin,fing the firtt 
artto the Gentlemen with a merrie 
cart, and Ile fing the fecond. , 
F ¢ 
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The Milk maids Song. 


Come live with me, and be my Love, 
And we wil all the pleafures prove 

That vallies, Groves, or hils, or fields, 
Or woods and fteepie mountains ycelds. 


Where we will fit upon the Rocks, 
And fee the Shepherds feed our flocks, 
By foalow Rivers,to whofe falls 
Melladious birds fing madrigals. 


And I wil make thee beds of Rofes, 
And then athonfand fragrant pofies, 
A cap of flowers and a Kirtle, 
Imbroidered all with leaves of Mirtle. 


A Gown made of the fineft wool 
Which from our pretty Lansbs we pull, 
Shippers lin'’d choicely for the cold, 
With buckles of the pureft gold. 


A bels of ftraw and ivie buds, 
With Coral clafps, and Amber fluds : 
An 
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And if thefe pleafures may thee move, 
Come live with me, and be my Love. 


The Shepherds Swains fhal dance and fing 
For thy delight each May morning : 

If shefe delights thy mind may move, 
Then live with meand be my Love. 


Via. Truft me Mafter,it is a choice 
Song, and {weetly fung by honeft 
Maudlin ; Ile beftow Sir Thomas O- 
verbury’s Milk maids with upon her, 
That fhe may dye in the Spring, and 
have good fiore of flowers fluck round 
about ber winding fheet. 


The Milk maids mothers anfwer. 


If all the world and love were young, 
And truth in every Shepherds tongue? 
Thefe pretty pa ae might me move, 
To live with thee,and be thy love. 


Bat time drives flocks from field tofold : 
When rivers rage androcks grow cold . 
F 2 And 
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And Philomel becometh dumb, 
The Reft complains of cares toc ome. 


The Flowers de fade,and wanton field. 
To wayward Winter reckoning yeilds. 
A honey tongue,a heart of call, 

Is fancies {pring but forrows fall. 


Thy gowns, thy fhooes,thy beds of Rofes 
Thy Cap phy Kirtle, pas Pofies , ° 
Soon break. foon wither, foon forgotten, 
In folly ripe, in reafon rotten. 


Thy bels of frraw and Ivie buds, 

Thy Coral cla{ps and Amber fiuds, 
All thefe in me no means can move 
To come to thee,and be thy Love. 


But could youth laft and love fil breed, 
Had joyes no date, ner age no need ; 

Then thofe delights my mind might 
Tolive with theesdy be thy love.(move 


th Wel fung, good woman, I 
thank you, I'l giveyou another dith 
° 
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of fith one of thefe dayer, aad then 
beg another Song of you. Come 
Ps, eee Maxdlin alone, do not 
you offer to {poil her voice. Look, 
yonder comes my Hoftisto calusto 
{upper. How now ? is my brother 
Peter come ? : 

Hoff. Yes, and afriend with 
him, they are both glad to hear you 
are in thefe parts, and long to fee 
you, and are hungry,and long to be 
at fupper. 


F 3 CHAP. 
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EL met bro- 
ther Peter, 1 
heard you 

& a friend would lodg here to night, 

and thathas made me and my friend 

caftto lodge here too, my friend 
is one that would faine bea brother 
of the Angle: he hasbeen an Angler 
but this day,and I have taught him 
how to catch aChub by daping witha 

Grafbop per, and he has caught a lufly 

one of nineteen inches long. But I 

pray you brother, who is it that ts 

your companion ? 

Peter. Brother Pi{cator,my friend 
isan honeft Country man, and his 
name is Coridon, amoft downright 
witty merry companion that met me 
here purpofely to eat a Zrowt-and be 
pleafant, and I have not yct wet sad 

ine 
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line fince I came from home: ButI 
wil fthimeo morrow witha Trou 
for his breakfaft, ifthe weather be a- 
ny thing like. 

Pifc. Nay brother, fhall 
not delay him fo long, for look you 
here is a Trout 


ah re i ts ‘ » “ a a di 
say : Pe a eG Oe AMS oe 
Sarna cr ORME 
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will fill fix reafonable bellies. Come 
Holtis, drefs it prefently, and get us 
what other meat the houfe will af- 
ford and give us fome goodAle,and 
lets be merrie 

F 4 Peter 
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Peter. On my word,this Trour is 
in perfect {eafon. Come, I thank 
you, and here’s a hearty draught to 
you, and to all the brothers of the 
Angle, wherefoever they be, and to 
my young brothers good fortune to 
morrow; I wil furnifh him with a 
rod, if you wil fumifh him with the 
reft of the cackling, we wil fet him 
up and make him a fifher. 

And I wil tel him one thing for 
his encouragement, that his fortune 
hath made him happy to be a Scho- 
ler to fuch a Mafter; a Matter that 
knowes as much both of the nature 
and breeding of fifh, as any man; 
and can alfo tell him as_well how to 
catch andcook them, from the M3s- 
now to the Sammon ,as any that Tevet 
met withall. 

Pifc. Truftme, brother Peter, T 
find my Scholer to be fo futable to 
my own humour,whichis to be free 
and pleafant, and civilly merry,that 
my refolution is to hide nothing 

from 


The Complete Angler. 


from him. Believe me, Scholer, this 
ismy refolution: and fo here’s to 

hs a hearty draughr, and to all that 

= us,and the honeft Art of Ang- 
ing. 

Viet, Truft me, good Matter, 
you fhall not fow your feed in bar- 
ren ground, for I hope to return you 
an increafe anfwerable to your 
hopes ; but however, you thal find 
me obedient, and thankful, and 
ferviceable to my beft abilitie. 

Pife. *Tis enough, honeft Scho- 
ler, come lets to aes Come my 
friend Corsdon this Troxt looks love- 
ly, it was twenty cwo inches when it 
was taken, and the belly of itlook’d 
fome part of it as yellow asa Mary- 
gold, and partof it as white asa ri 
ly, and yet me thinks it looks bet- 
ter in this good fawce, 

Coridon. Indeed, honett friend, 
it looks well, and taftes well, I thank 
you for it, and fo does my friend 
Peter, or elfe he isto blame, 

Pet. Yes 
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Pet. Yes, and fo I do, we all 
thank you, and when we have fupt, 
I wil get my friend Coridon to fing 
you a Song, for requital. 

Cor. 1 wil fing a Song if any bo- 
dy wil fing another, elfe, to be plain 
with you, I wil fing none: I am 
none of thofe that fing for meat, but 
for company 3 Ifay, "Tis merry in 
Hall when men fing all. 

Pife. Vl promife you I'l fing a 
Song that was lately made at my re- 

uelf by Mr. Wiliam Baffe, one that 

s made the choice Songs of the 
Hunter in bis carrere, and of Tom of 
Bedlam, and many others of note ; 
and this that I wil fing is in praife of 
Angling. 

Cor, And then mine fhall be the 
praife of a Country mans life - 
What will the reft fing of ¢ 

Pet. I wil promife youl wil fing 
another Song in praife of Angling, 
to morrow night, for we wil not part 
till chen, but fifth co morrow, and 


fup 


The Complete Angler. 


fup together,and the next day every 
a ee fifhing ,and fall to his bu- 
finefs. 

Viat. Tisamatch, and I wil pro- 
vide youa Song or a Ketch againf 
then too, that thal give fome additi- 
on of mirth to the company ; for we 
wil be merrie. 

Pifc. Tis amatch my matters 5 
lets ev’n fay Grace,and turn to the 
fire, drink the other cup to wet our 
whiftles, and fo fing away all fad 
thoug hts. 

Come on my mafters, who be- 
gins? I think itis beftto draw curs 
and avoid contention. 

Pet.It is a match. Look, the fhort- 
eft Cut fals to Coridon, 

Cor. Well then, I wil begin; for 
I hate contention. 


Coxipons Song. 
Oh the {weet contentment 


The country man doth find | 
High 
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high trolotlie loliloe 

high trolotlie lee, 
That quiet contemplation 
polfelfeth all my mind : 

Then care away, 

and wend along with me. 


For Courts are full of fatter 
As hath t00 heen ire ' 
high trolollie lollie loe 
high trolollie lee, 
The City full of wantonne/s, 
and both are full of pride : 
Then care away, 
and wend along with me. 


But ob the honeft country man 
Speaks truly from his heart, 
high trolollie lellie loe 
high trolollie lee, 
His pride is inhis Tillage, 
his Horfes and his Cart: 
Then care away, 
and wend along with me. 


Our 
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Our clothing is good fheep skins 
Gray raffet for our wives, 

bie srolollie lollie loe 

high trololise lee. 
"Tis warmth and not &4 clothing 
that doth prolong oxr lives: 

Then care away, 

and wend along with me. 


The ploughman, though be labor hard, 


Yet on the Holy-day, 
high trolollée lollie Loe 
high srolallje lee, 

No ror fo merrily 

does pafs his time away: 
Then care away, 
and wend along with me. 


To recompence our Tillage, 
TheHeavens afford us fowrs; 
bigh trolallie lollie loe 
nie! trolollie lee, 
Anda for our {weet refrelhments 
the bi “feds Some : 
Then careaway,&c. 
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The Cuckoe and the Nightingale 
full merrily do fing, 

high trolollse lollie Loe 

high trolollie lee, 
And with their Sees roundelayes, 
bid welcome to the Spring : 

Then care away, 

and wend along with me. 


This is not half the bappine/s 
the Country man injoyes ; 
high trotollie lollse loe 
high trolollie lee, 
Though others think they have as nmch 
get he that fayes fo lies : 
Then come away,turn 
County man with me. 


Pife. Well {ung Coridon, this 
Song wasfung with mettle, and it 
was choicely fitted to the occafion ; 
I fhalllove you for it as long as I 
know you: I would you were a bro- 
ther of the Angle, fora companion 


that is cheerful and free from {wear- 
ing 
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ing and {currilous difcourfe, is worth 
gold. I love fuch mirth as does not 
make friends afhamed to look upon 
one another next morning ; nor men 
(that cannot wel bear it) to repent 
the money they {pend when they be 
warmed with drink : and take this 
for arule, you may pick out fuch 
times and {uch companies, that you 
may make your felves merrier for a 
little chen a great deal of money; for 
"Tis the company and not the charge 
that makes the feaft: and {uch acom- 
panion you prove, I thank you for 
it. 

But I will not complement you 
out of the debt that I owe you, and 


therefore I will begin my Song, 
and wifh it may be as well liked. 


The AneteErs Song. 


As inward love breeds ontward talk, 
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The Hound fome praife, and fome the Haw. 
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Some better pleaf'd with private {port, 
Ufe Tenis, fome a Miftris court : 
But thefe delights I neither wifh, 
Nor envy while 1 freely fib. 


Who bunts,doth of t in danger ride, 
Who hauks,/ures oft both far cr wide , 
Who ufes games,may often prove 
A lofer, but who fals inlove, 
Is fetteredinfond Cupids fnare: 
My Angle breeds me no [uch care. 


Of Recreation there is none 

So free as fifhing is alone 

All other paftimes do no lefs 

Then mind and body both offefs 5 
My hand alone my work can do, 
So can fifh and fiudy too. 


I care not, I, to fifh in feas, 
Frefh rivers beft my mind do pleafe, 
¢ {weet calm courfe I contemplate, 


bo 
Ana feck in life to inntate , 


In civil bounds I fain world keep, 
And for my paft offences weep. 
LA 
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And when the timerous Trout ! wait 
To take, and he devours my bait, 
How poor athing fometimes | find 
Will captivate a greedy mind : 
And when none bee: I praife the wife , 
Whom vain alurements ne're furprife . 


But yet though while 1 fifh, I faft, 
Imake poi ivi pp I ia 
And thereunto my friend invite, 
In whom I more then thas delight : 
Who ss more welcome to my difh, 


Then to my Angle is my fifh. 


As well content no prive to take 

As ufe of taken prixetomake; 

For fo our Lord was pleafed when 

He Fifhers made Fifhers of mex , 
Where(which is in no other game) 


A man may fifh and praife his name. 


T wal men that our Saviour dear 

Did chufe to wait spon him here, 

_ Bleft Fifhers were , and fh the laft 

Food was, that heon earth did tafte : 
I there- 
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I therefore firive to follow thofe, 
Whom heto follow him hath chofe. 
W.B. 


Cor, Well fung brother, you 
have paid your debt in good coyn, 
we Anglers are all beholding to the 
good man that made this Song. 
Come Hottis,give us more Ale and 
lets drink to him. 

And now lets everie one go to bed 
that we may rife carly, but firft lets 
pay our Reckoning, for I wil have 
nothing to hinder me in the morn- 
ing for I will prevent the Sun- 
rifing. 


Pet. Amatch: Come Coridon, 
youare to be my Bed-fellow: I 
know brother you and your Scholer 
willie together 5 but where fhal we 
meet to motrow night? for my 
friend Corsdon and I will go up the 
water towards Ware 

Pifc. And my Scholer and I 
vvill go down tovvards Walram 

Cor. 


The Complete Angler. 


Cor, Then lets meet here, for here 
are frefh fheets that {mel of Laven- 
der, and, I am fure, we cannot ex- 
pect better meat and better u- 
fage, 

Pet. Tis a match. Good night to 
every body. 

Pifc. And fo fay I. 

Viat. And fo fay I. 


Pife. Good morrow good Hoftis, 
I fee my brother Peter is in bed ftill ; 
Come,give my Scholer and mea 
cupof Ale, and be {ure you get us 
a good dith of meat againft fupper, 
for we fhall come hither as hungry 
as Hawks. Come Scholer,lets be go- 
ing. 

Viat. Good Matter, as we walk 
towards the water, wil you be plea- 


fedto make the way feeme fhorter 


by telling me firft the nature of 
the Trout, and then how to catch 

him. 
Pifc. My honeft Scholer, I wil do 
G 2 it 
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it freely: The Treue (for which I 
love to angle above any fith) may 
be juftly {aid (as the ancient Poets 
fay of Wine, and we Englith fay of 
Venfon) to bea generous fith, be- 
caufe he has his feafons, a fith that 
comes in, and goes out with the 
Stag or Buck: and you are to ob- 
ferve, thatas there be fome barren 
Does, that are good in Summer; fo 
there be fome barren Trouts that are 
good in Winter, but there are not 
many that are fo, for ufually they 
be intheir perfection in the month 
of May, and decline with the Buck: 
Now you aretotake notice, that in 
loyend Connie as in Germany and 
in other parts compat’d to ours, they 
differ much intheir bignefs, fhape, 
and other wayes, and fo do Trouts, 
"us wel known that in the Lake Le- 
mon, the Lake of Geneva, there are 
Trout; taken, of three Cubits long, 
as is affirmed by Gefxer, a Writer of 


— good credic : and Mercator fayes, 


the 
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the Trouts that are taken inthe Lake 
ofGeneva,are a great part of the Mer- 
chandize of thatfamous City.And 
you are further to know,that there be 
certaine waters that breed Trowts re- 
markable,both for their number and 
{fmalnefs- I know a little Brook in 
Kent that breeds them toa number 
incredible, and you may take chem 
twentie or fortie in an hour, but none 
greater then about the fize of a 
Gadgton, There are alfo in divers Ri- 
vers, efpecially thatrelateto, or be 
near to the Sea,(as VVinchefter,or the 
Thames about VVindfor ) a little 
Trout called a Samslet orSkegger Trout 
(in both which places [ have caught 
cwentie or fortie ata ftanding) that 
will bite as faft and as freely as Min- 
nows, thefe be by fome takento be 
young Salmons, but in thofe wa- 
tersthey never grow tobee bigger 
then a Herring. 
There is alfo in Kest, neer to 
Canterbury, a Trout (called therea 
G 3 For. 
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Fordig Trout) a Trowt (that bears 
the name of the Town where ’tis u- 
{ually caught) that is accounted rare 
meat, many of them near the big- 
nefs of a Salmon, but knowne by 
their different colour, and in their 
beft feafon cut very white,and none 
have been known to be caught with 
an Angle, unlefs it were one that 
was caught by honeft Sir George Ha- 


frings, an excellent Angler (and 


now withGod)and he has told me,he 
thought that Trost bit not for hun- 
ger, but wantonnefs; and ’tis the 
rather to be believed, becaufe both 
he then, and many others before 
him have been curious to fearch into 
their bellies what the food was by 
which they lived, and have found 
out nothing by which they might {a- 
tisfie their curiofitie. 

Concerning which you are to 
take notice, that itis reported, there 
is a fifth that hath not any mouth, bur 
lives by taking breath by the suieer 
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of her gils,and feeds and is nourifh’d 
by no man knows what; and this 
may be believed of the Fordig Trout, 
which (as it is faid of the Stork, that 
he knowes his f{cafon, fo he) knows 
his times (1 think almoft his day) 
of coming into that River out of sf 
Sea, where he lives (and it is like 
feeds ) nine months of the year, 
and about three in the River of 
Fordi¢ 
And now for fome confirmation 
of this, you areto know, that this 
Trout is thought to eat nothing in 
the frefh water ; and it may be the 
better believed, becaufe it is well 
known, that Swallowes, which are 
not feen to flye in England for 
fix months in the year, but about 
Michaelmas \eave us for a hotter cli- 
mate; yet fome of them, that have 
been left behind their fellows, have View sir 
been found (many thoufand aca Fre Beem 
time) in hollow trees, where they?" 
have been obferved to live and fleep 
F 4 out 
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See Tepes OUC the whole winter without meat; 
of Frogs, and {0 Albertus obferves that there is 
one kind of Frog that hath her 
mouth naturally fhut up about the 
end of Aug, and that fhe lives fo 
all the Winter, and though it be 
ftrange to fome, yet it is known to 
toomany amongit us to bee doub- 


And fo much for thefe Fordig 
Trouts, which never afford an Aa- 
gler{port, bur either live their time 
of being in the frefh water by 
their meat formerly gorten in the 
Sea,(notunlike the Swallow or Frog) 
or by the vertue of the freth water 
only, as the Camelion is {aid to live 

the air. 

There is alfo in Northumberland, 
aTrout, called a Bull Tromt, of a 
much greater length and _bigneffe 
then any in thefe Southern parts: and 
there is in many Rivers that relateto 
the Sea, Salmon Trouts as much dif- 
ferent one from another, both in 


fhape 
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fhape and in their fpots, as we {ee 
Sheep differ one from another in 
their fhape and bigne(s, and in the 
finefs of their wool: and certainly 
as fome Paftures do breed larger 
Sheep, fo do fome Rivers, by rea- 
fon of the ground over whic 1 they 
run, breed larger routs . 

Now the next thing that I will 
commend to your confideration is, 
That the Trout isofa more fudden 
growth then other fith: concerning 
which you are alfo totake notice, 
that he lives not (0 long as the Pearch 
and divers other fithes do, as Sir 
Francts Bacon hath obferved in his 
Hiftory of life and death. 

And next, you are to take notice, 
that after hee is come to his full 
a declines in his bodie, but 

eeps his bignefs or thrives in his 

head till his death. And you are to 

know that he wil about (efpecially 

before)the time of his Spawning, get 

almoft miraculoufly through — 
an 
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and Floud-Gates againft the ftream, 
even through fuch high and {wife 
places as is almoft incredible. Next, 
thatthe Trout ufually Spawns about 
Odober or November, but in fome 
Rivers a little fooner or later ; which 
is the more obfervable, becaufe moft 
other fifh Spawne in the Spring or 
Summer, when the Sun hath 
warmed both theearth and water, 
and made it fit for generation. 

And next,you are to note, that till 
the Son gets to fuch a height as to 
warm the earth and the water, the 
Trout is fick, andlean, and lowfie, 
and unwholfome : for you fhall in 
winter find him to havea big head, 
and then to be lank.and thin, & lean; 
at which time many of them have 
{ticking on them Sugs, or Trost lice, 
which is a kindof a worm, in fhape 
like a Clove or a Pin, with a big 
head, and fticks clofe to him and 
fucks his moifture; thofe I thinkthe 
Trout breeds himfelfe, and never 

thrives 
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thrives til he free himfelf from them, 
which is till warm weather comes, 
and then as he growes ftronger, he 
gets fromthe dead, ftill water, in- 
to the fharp ftreames and the 
gravel, and there rubs off thefe 
worms or lice: and then as he grows 
—— he gets him into (wifter 
and fwifter ftreams, and there lies 
atthe watch for any flieor Minow 
that comes neer to him ; and he 
e{pecially loves the May flie,which is 
bred of the Cod-worm or Caddis, and 
thefe make the Trout bold and Luftie, 
and he is ufually fatter, and better 
meat at the end of that month, then 
at any time of the year. 

Now you are to know, thatitis 
obferved, that ufually the beft Tomes 
are either red or yellow, though 
fome be white and yet good; but 
that is not ufual ; and it is a note ob- 
fervable that the female Trout hath 
ufually a lefs head and a deeper bo- 


dy then the male Trost, and alittle 
hea 
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head to any fith, either Trout, Sal- 
mon,or other fith, isa fign that that 
fith is in feafon. 

But yet you are to note, that as 
ou fee fome Willows or Palm trees 
ud and bloffome fooner then others 

do, fo fome Trouts be in fome Rivers 
fooner in feafon ; and as the Holl 
or Oak are longer before they ca 
their Leaves, fo are fome Troats 
in fome Rivers longer before they go 
out of feafon. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


ND having told you thefe 
A Obfervations concerning 
Trosts, I fhall next tell you 
how to catchthem: which is ufual- 
ly with 2 Worm,or a Minnow (which 
{ome calla Penke;) or with a Fite, 
either a watural or an artificial Flie : 
Concerning which three I wil give 
you fome Obfervations and Directi- 
ons. 

For Worms, there be very ma- 
ny forts ; fome bred onely in the 
earth, as the earth worm, others a- 
mongft or of plants,as the dug worm, 
and others in the bodies of living 
creatures; or fome of dead fleth, as 
the Magot or Gentle, and others. 

Now thefe be moft of them par- 
ticularly good for particular fithes : 
but for the Trout the dew worm, 

which 
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(which fome alfo cal che Lob- worm) 
and the Brandling are the chief; and 
efpecially the firft for a great Trout, 
and the later for aleffe. There be 


allo of lob-worms {ome called /quérel- 


sails (a worm which has a red head, 
a ftreak down the back, and a broad 
tail) which are noted to be the beft, 
becaufe they are the tougheft; and 
and moft lively, and live longeft in 
the water: for you are to know, 
that a dead worm is but a dead bait, 
and like to catch nothing, compared 
to a lively, quick, ftirring worm : 
And for a Brandling, hee is ufually 
found in an old dunghil, or fome 
very rotten place neer to it; but 
moft ufually in cow dung, or hogs 
dung,rather then horfe dung, which 
is fomewhat too hot and dry for that 
worm. 

There are alfo divers other kindes 
of worms, which for colour and 
fhape altereven as the ground out 
of which they are got: as the mar/b- 


WOM, 
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worm, the tag-tail, the flag-worm, 
the dock-worm, the oake-worm , the 
gilt-tail, and too many to name, 
even as many forts, as fome thi 
there be of f{everall kinds of birds in 
the air: of which I fhall fay no 
more, but tell you, that what worms 
foever you fifh with, are che betrer 
for being long kept before they be 
ufed ; and in cafe you have not been 
fo provident, then the way to cleanfe 
re {coure them quickly, is to put 
them all night in water, if they be 
Lob-worms, and then put them in- 
to yourbag with fennel: but you 
muft not put your Brandling above 
an hour in water, and chen put them 
into fennel for fudden ufe: but if 
you have time, and purpofe to keep 
them long, then they be beft pre- 
ferved in an earthen pot with good 
{tore of moffe, which isto be freth 
every week or cight dayes ; or at 
leaft taken from them, and clean 
wath’'d, and wrung betwixt your 
hands 
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hands till it be dry, and then put it 
totbem again: And for Mofs, you 
are to note, that there be divers 
kindes of it, which I could name to 
you, but wil onely tel you, that that 
which is likeft a Backs horn is the 
beft ; except it be white Mofs,which 
ows on fome heaths, and is hard to 
found. 

Forthe Minnow or Penke, he is 
eafily found and caught in April ; 
for then hee appears inthe Rivers : 
but Nature hath taught him to fhel- 
cer and hide bimfelf in the Winter 
in ditches that be neer to the River, 
and there both to hide and kee 
himfelf warm inthe weeds, whic 
rot not fofoon as in a running Ri- 
ver ; in which place if hee werein 
Winter, the diftempered Floods that 
are ufually in that feafon, would 
fuffer him to have no reft, but carry 
him headlong to Mils and Weires 
to his confufion. And of thefe 
Minnows, firft you are to naa 
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the biggeft fize is not the beft, and 
next, that the middle fize and the 
whiteft are the beft: and then you 
are to know, that I cannot well 
teach in words, but muft fhew you 
how to put ic on your hook, that it 
may turn the better: And you are 
alfo to know, that itis impofsible ic 
fhould turn too quick: And you are 
yet to know, that in cafe you want 
a Minnow, then a {mall Loch, or a 
Sticklebag, or any other {mall Fith 
will ferve as wel: And you are yet 
to know, chat you may falc, and b 
that means keep them fit for ufe 
three or four dayes or longer, and 
that of falt, bay falt is the beft. 
Now for Flzes, which is the third 
bait wherewith Zrouts are ufually 
taken. ‘You are to know, that there 
are as many forts of Flies as there be 
of Fruits: I will name you but fome 
of them: as the dwn fie, the ftone 
flie, the red flie, the moor fle, the 
tawny fise, the fhel fie, the cloudy or 
H black- 
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blackith fise: there be of Flies, Ca- 
terpillars, and Canker flies, and Bear 
flies ; andindeed, too many either 
for mee to name, or for you to re- 
member : and their breeding is fo 
various and wonderful, that I mighe 
eafily amaze my felf, and tire you in 
a relation of them. 

And yet I wil exercife your pro- 
mifed patience by faying a little of 
the Caterpillar, or the Palmer fise or 
worm , that by them you may guefs 
what a work it were in a Difcourfe 
but to run over thofe very many 
flies, worms, and little living crea- 
tures with which the Sun and Sum- 
mer adorn and beautifie the river 
banks and meadows, both for the 
recreation and contemplation of the 
Angler: and which (I think) I my 
{elf enjoy more then any other man 
that is not of my profefsion. 

Pliny holds an opinion, that ma- 
ny have their birth or being from a 
dew that in the Spring falls upon the 

leaves 
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leaves of trees, and that fome kinds 
of them are froma dew left upon 
herbs or flowers : and others from 
a dew left upon Colworts or Cab- 
bages : All which kindes of dews 
being thickened and conden(ed, are 
by the Suns generative heat moft of 
them hatch’d, and in three dayes 
made living creatures, and of {eve- 
ral fhapes and colours; fome bei 
hard and tough, fome {mooth an 
foft; fome are horned in their head, 
fome in their tail, fome have none, 
fome have hair, fome none; fome 
have fixteen feet,fome lefs,and fome 
havenone: but (as our Topfel hath | 4... 
with great diligence obferved) thofe faery of 
which have none, move upon the Serpents. 
earth, or upon broad leaves, their 
motion being not unlike to the waves 
of the fea. Some of them hee alfo 
obferves tobe bred of the eggs of 
other Caterpillers: and that thofe 
in their time turn tobe Batter-flies ; 
and again, thar their eggs turn the 
H 2 fol- 
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following yeer to be Caterpillers. 
"Tis endleffe to tell you what the 
curious Searchers into Natures pro- 
ductions , have obferved of thefe 
Worms and Flies: But yet I hall 
tell you what our Topfel fayes of the 
Canker, or Palmer-worm, or Cater- 
piller; That whereas others content 
themfelves to feed on particular 
herbs or leaves (for moft think,thofe 
very leaves that gave them life and 
fhape, gives them a particular feed- 
ing and nourifhment, and that up- 
on them they ufually abide; ) yet 
he obferves, that this is called a Pil- 
grim or Palmer-worm , for his very 
wandering life and various food; 
not contenting himfelf(as others do) 
with any certain place for his abode, 
nor any certain kinde of herb or 
flower for his feeding ; but will 
boldly and diforderly wander up 
and down, and not endure to be 
kept to a diet, or fixt to a particular 
place, 
Nay, 
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Nay, the very colours of Caserpsl- 
lers are,as one has obferved,very ele- 
gant and beaunful:I fhal(fora tafte of 
the reft)defcribe one of them, which 
I will fometime the next month, 
fhew you feeding on a Willow tree, 
and you fhalfind him punctually to 
anfwer this very defcription: ‘* His 
“lips and mouth fomewhat yel- 
“low, his eyes black as Jet, his 
“fore-head purple, his feet and 
“hinder parts green, his tail two 
“© forked and black, the whole body 
“ ftain’d with a kind of red {pots 
“which run along the neck and 
‘¢ fhoulder-blades, not unlike the 
“ form of aCrofs, orthe letter X, 
““made thus crofs-wife, and a 
<< white line drawn down his back 
“eo his tail; all which add much 
“* beauty co his whole body. And itis 
tome oblervable,that at a fix'd age 
this Caserpiller gives over to cat, and 
cowards winter comes to be cover’d 
over with a ftrange thell or cruft,and 

H 3 fo 
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fo lives akind of dead life, without 
View Sir eating allthe winter, and (as others 
Fra. Bacon of (eyeral kinds turn to be feveral 
eh 728 binds of flies and vermin,the Spring 
bis Nau- following) fothis Caterpéller chen 
ralHiftory tyrnsto be a painted Butterflye. 
Come, comemy Scholer, you 
fee the River ftops our morning 
walk, and I wil alfo here ftop my 
difcourfe, only as we fit down under 
this Honey-Suckle hedge, whilft I 
looka Lineto fitthe Rod that our 
brother Peter has lent you, J thall 
for alittle confirmation of what I 
have faid, repeat the obfervation of 
the Lord Bartas. 


God not contented to each kindtogive, 
And to infufe the vertue generative, 
By his wife power made many creatures breed 


of livelefs bodies,without Venus deed. 


Sothe cold humour breeds the Salamander, 
Who (in effect, like to her births commander, 
With 
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ith child with hundred winters with her touch 
Quencheth the fire shough glowing ne'r fo much 


Soin the fire in burning furnace fprings 
The Fly Peraulta with the flaming wings , 
without the a it dies, in it, it joyes, 
Living in that which all things elfe deftroyes. 
Gerb. 
So flow Bootes underneath bim fees Herbal. 
In ‘WicieteodsGollings hatcht of trees, oe 
Whole fruitful leaves falling into the water, 
Are turn A’tis known)te living fowls [oon after 


Sorotten planks of broken foips, do change 
To Barnacles. Ob transformation flrange ! 
"Twas firft a green tree,then a broken hull, 
Lately a chan, now 4 flying Gull. 


¥i.Oh my good Matter, this morn- 
ing walk has been {pent to my great 
pleafure and wonder: but I pray, 
when fhall I have your dire@ion 
how to make Artificial flyes, like to 
thofe that che Trost loves beft 2 and 
alfo how to ufe them 2 


H 4 Pifc. 
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Pifc. My honeft Scholer, it is 
now patt five of the Clock, we will 
fifh oe ,and then go to Breakfafts 
Go you to yonder Sycamore tree, 
and hide your bottle of drink un- 
der the hollow root of it; for about 
that time, and in that place, we wil 
make a brave Breakfaft with a piece 
of powdered Bief, and a Radifh or 
two that I have in my Fith-bag , we 
fhall, Iwarrant you, makea good 
honeft, wholfome, hungry Break- 
faft,and I will give you direétion for 
the making and ufing of your fly : 
and in the mean time, there is your 
Rod and line;and my advice is,that 

ou fifh as you fee mee do, and 
tes try which can catch the firft 
fith. 

Viat. thank you, Mafter, 1 will 
obferve and practice your direction 
as faras Iam able. 

Pifc. Look you Scholer, you fee 
I have hold ofa good fifth: I now 
fee it is aTrout ; 1 pray put that nec 

under 
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under him, and touch not my line, 
for if youdo, then wee break all. 
Well done, Scholer, I thank you. 
Now for an other. Truft me, I 
have another bice : Come Scholer, 
come lay down your Rod, and help 
me to land this as you did the other. 
So, now we fhall be fure to have a 
good dith of fith for fupper. 

viat. | am glad of thar, bue I 
haveno fortune; fure Mafter yours 
isabetter Rod, and better Tack- 
ling. 

Pile. Nay then, take mine and 
I will fith with yours. Look you, 
Scholer, I have another: come,do 
as you did before. And now I have 
a bite at another. Oh me he has 
broke all, there's half aline and a 
good hook loft. 

Viat Mafter, I can neither catch 
with the firft nor fecond Angle, I 
have no fortune. 

Pifc. Look you, Scholer, I have 
yet another: and now having — 

three 
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three brace of Trouts, I will tel you 
a fhort Tale as we walk towards our 
Breakfaft. A Scholer (a Preach- 
er I fhould fay) that was to preach 
to procure the approbation ofa Pa- 
rifh, that he might be their Leétu- 
rer, had gotfromafellow Pupil of 
his the Copy of a Sermon that was 
firft preached with a great commen- 
dation by him that compofed and 
prechtit; and though the borrower 
of it preach’t it word for word,as it 
was at firft,yet it was utterly diflik’d 
as it was preach’d by the fecond; 
which the Sermon Borrower com- 
plainedofto the Lender of it, and 
was thus anfwered; I lent you indeed 
my Fiddle, but not my Fiddleftick , 
and you areto know,chat every one 
cannot make mufick with my words 
which are fitted for my own mouth. 
And fo my Scholer, you are to 
know, thatas the ill pronunciation 
or ill accenting of a word ina Ser- 
mon {poiles it, fo the ill carriage of 

your 
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= Line, or not fifhing evento a 
oot in a right place, makes you lofe 
your labour : and you are to know, 
that though you have my Fiddle, 
thar issmy very Rod and Tacklings 
with which you fee I catch fith, yet 
you have not my Fiddle ftick, that 
is,skill to know how to carry your 
hand and line ; and this mutt be 
es you(for you are to remember 
Itold you Angling is an Art) either 
A Pigpaieil a long obfervation,or 
th. 


But now lets fay Grace, and fall 
to Breakfaft, what fay you Scholer, 
to the providence of an old Angler ¢ 
Does not this meat tafte well ? and 
was not this place well chofen to eat 
it? for this Sycamore tree will fhade 
us from the Suns heat. 

Viat. Allexcellent good,Mafter, 
and my ftomack excellent too; I 
have been at many coftly Dinners 
that have not afforded me half this 
content: and now good Mafter,to 

your 
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your promifed direction for ma- 
king and ordering my Artificiall 
flye. 


Pifc. My honeft Scholer, I will 
doit, foritisa debt due unto you, 
by my promife: and becaufe you 
fhall not think your felf more enga- 
ged to me then indeed you really 
are, therefore I will tell you freely, 
I find Mr. Thomas Barker (a Gentle- 
man that has {pene much time and 
money in Angling) deal fo judicial- 
ly and freely ina little book of his 
—— efpecially of making 
and Angling with a flye fora Trout, 
thar I will give you his very diredti- 
ons without much variation, which 
thal follow. 


Let your rod be fight, and very 
gentle, I think the beft areof two 
pieces; the line fhould not exceed, e- 
{pecially for three or four links to- 
wards the hook) I fay, not ex- 

ceed 
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ceed three or four haires; but if 
you can attain to Angle with one 
haire, you will have more rifes, 
and catch more fifhh Nowyou 
muft bee fure not to cumber your 
felfe with too long a Line, as moft 
do: and before you begin to an- 
ple, caftto have the wind on your 
ack, and the Sun (if itfhines) to 
be before you, and to fifth down 
the ftreame) and carry the point 
or top of the Rod downeward ; 
by which meanes the fhadow of 
our felfe, and Rod too will be the 
eaft offenfive to the Fifh, forthe 
fight of any fhadow amazes the 
fiih, and {poiles your fport, of 
which you muft take a great 
care. 


In the middle of March (till 
which time a man fhould not in 
honeftie catch a Trost) or in A- 
pril,if the weather be dark,or a lit- 
tle windy, or cloudie,the beft fifhing 

is 
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is with the Palmer-worm, of which I 
laft {poke to you; but of thefe chere 
bedivers kinds, of at leaft of divers 
colours, thefe and the May fly are 
the ground ofall fly-Angling which 
are to be thus made : 

Firft you muft arm your hook, 
with the line in the infide of it 5 then 
take your Sciffers and cut fo much 
of 2 browne Malards feather as in 
your own reafon wil make the wings 
of it, you having withall regard to 
the bignefs or littlenefs of your 
hook, then lay the ourmoft part of 
your feather next to your hook, then 
the point of your feather next the 
fhank of your hook, and having fo 
done, whip it three or four times 
about the hook with the fame Silk, 
with which your hook was armed, 
and having made the Silk faft, take 
the hackel ofa Cock or Capons neck, 
ot aPlovers top,which is ufually bet- 
ter; take offthe one fide of the fea- 
ther, and then take the hackel, Silk 


or 
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or Crewel, Gold or Silver thred, 
make thefe faft at the bent of the 
hook, that is to fay, below your ar- 
ming) then you muft take the hack- 
el, the filver or gold thred, and work 
itup to the wings, fhifting or ftil re- 
moving your fingers as you turn the 
Silk about the hook: and ftill look- 
ing at every ftop or turne that your 
gold, or what materials foever you 
make your Fly of, do lye right and 
neatly ; and if you find they do fo, 
then when you have made the head, 
make all faft, and then work your 
hackel up to the head, and make 
that faft, and then wicha needle or 
pin divide the wing into two, and 
then with the arming Silk whip it a- 
bour crofs-wayes becwixt the wings, 
and then with your thumb you muft 
turn the point of the feather cowards 
the bent of the hook, and chen work 
three or four times about the fhank 
of the hook, and then view the 
proportion, and ifall be neat, and 

to 
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to your liking, faften. 
1confefs, no direétion can be gi- 
vento make a manofa dull capaci- 
ty able to make a lye well, and yet 
I know, this, with a little practice, wil 
help an ingenuous Angler in a good 
degree, buttofeea fly made by a- 
nother, is the beft teaching to make 
it, and then an ingenuous Angler 
may walk by the River and mark 
what fly falls on the water that day, 
and catch one of them, if he fee the 
Trouts leap at a fly of that kind, and 
having alwaies hooks ready hun 
with him, and having a bag alfo, al- 
waies with him with Bears hair, or 
the hair of a brown or fad coloured 
Heifer, hackels of a Cock or Capon, 
feveral coloured Silk and Crewelto 
make the body of the fly,the feathers 
of a Drakes head, black or brown 
fheeps wool,or Hogs wool, or hair, 
thred of Gold, and of filver, filk 
of feveral colours (efpecially fad 
coloured to make the head -) and 
there 
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there be alfo other colour'd feathers 
both of birds and of peckled 
fowl. I fay, having thofe with him 
inabag, and trying to make a fie, 
though he mi at firft,yet thal he at 
laft hit it better, even to a perfection 
which none call well ceach him ; and 
if he hie to make his = right, and 
have the luck to hic alfo where 
there is ftore of trowts, and a right 
wind, he fhall catch fuch ftore 
of them, as will encourage him to 
row more and more in love with 
c Art of flie-making. 

Viat. Buc my loving Mafter, if 
any wind will notferve, chen I with 
I were in Lapland, to buy a good 
wind of one of the honeft witches, 
that fell fo many winds, and fo 
cheap. 

be Marry Scholer, but I would 
not be there, nor indeed from under 
this tree ; for look how it begins to 
rain, and by the clouds (if I miftake 
not) we hall prefently have {moa- 

I king 
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king fhowre , and therefore fit clofe 
this Sycamore tree will fhelter us ; and 
I will cell you,as they fhall come into 
my mind, more obfervations of flie- 
fifhing for a Trost. 

But firft,for the Winde , youare 
to take notice that of the windes the 
South winde is{aid to be beft. One 
obferves , That 

VV ben she winde is fouth, 
Is blows your bait into 4 fifhes mouth. 


Next to that,che wef winde is be- 
lieved to be the beft: and having 
told you that the E«f winde is the 
worft, I need not tell you which 
winde is beft in the third degree: 
And yet (as Solomon obferves, that 
Hee that confiders she winde {ball ne- 
wer fow: fo hee that bufies his head 
too much about them, (if the wea- 
ther be not made extreme cold by 
an Eaft winde ) fhall be a little fu- 

itious : forasitis obferved by 
ome, That there is no good ~~ 
oO 
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of abad colour; fo I have obfer- 
ved, that ifit be a clowdy day, and 
not extreme cold, let the winde fit 
in what corner ic will, and do its 
wort. And yet take this for a 
Rule, that I would willingly fith 
onthe Lee-fhore: and you are to 
take notice , that the Fith lies, or 
fwimms neerer the bottom in Win- 
ter then in Summer, and alfo necrer 
the bottom in any cold day. 

But I promifed to tell you more 
of the Flie-fithing for a Trout,(which 
I may have time enough to do, for 
you fee it rains Msy-batter.) Firft for 
a May-flie, you may make his body 
with greenith coloured crewel, or 
willow colour; darkning tc in moft 
places, with waxed filk, or ribd 
with a black hare, orfome of them 
rib’d with filver thred ; and fuch 
wings for the colour as you fee the 
flieto have atthat feafon;nay at that 
very day onthewater. Oryoumay 
make the O«k-fie withan Orange- 

I 2 tawny 
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tawny and black ground, and the 
brown of a Mallards feather for the 
wings; and you are to know, that 
thefe two are moft excellent fées,that 
is, the Mey fie and the Oak-flie: 
And let me again tell you, that you 
keep as far from the water as you can 
potsibly, whether you fith with a flie 
or worm, and fith down the ftream; 
and when you fith witha fie, if it be 
pofsible, let no part of your line 
touch the water, but your flie only; 
and be ftil moving y our fly upon the 
water, or Cafting it into the water; 
you your felf,being alfo alwaies mo- 
ving down the ftream. M'. Barker 
commends feverall forts of the pal- 
mer flies, not only thofe rib’d with 
filver and gold,but others that have 
their bodies all made of black, or 
fome with red,and a red hackel,you 
may alfo make the bewthorn-flie, 
whichis all black and not big, but ve- 
ry {mal,the fmaller the better ,or the 
oak-fly, the body of which is Orange 

colour 
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colour and black crewel, with a 
brown wing,or a fly made with a pea- 
cocks feather, is excellent in a bright 
day : you muft be {ure you want not 
in your Magazin bag, the Peacocks 
feather, and grounds of fuch wool, 
and crewel as will make the Grafs- 
hopper: and note, that ufually, the 
{malleft flies are beft ; and note al(o, 
that, the light flie does ufually make 
moft {port ina dark day: and the 
darkeft and leaft flie in a bright or 
cleare day ; and laftly note, that you 
are to repaire upon any occafion to 
your Magazin bag, and upon any 
occafion vary and make them ac- 
cording to your fancy. 

And now I fhall tell you, that the 
fifhing with a naturall flie is excel- 
lent,and affords much pleafure ; they 
may be found thus, the May-fly u- 
{ually in and about that month neer 
to the River fide, efpecially againft 
rain; che O«k-fly on the Buctor bo- 
dy of an Oak or - from the be- 
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ginning of May to the end of Augu/t 
it is a brownith fly, and eafie to be 
fo found, and ftands ufually with his 
head downward, thatisto fay, to- 
wards the root of thetree; the {mal 
black fly,or hawthorn fly isto be had 
on any Hawthorn bufh, after the 
leaves be come forth, with thefe 
anda fhort Line (as I fhewed to An- 
gle for a Chub) you may dap or dop, 
and alfo witha Grafhopper, behind a 
tree, orin any deep hole, ftill ma- 
king icto move on the top of the 
water, asif it were alive, and ftill 
keeping your felf out of fight, you 
fhallcertainly have fport ifthere be 
Trouts, yea in a hot day but e- 
{pecially in the evening of a hot 


ay. 

And now, Scholer, my directi- 
on for fly-fithing is ended with this 
thowre, for ithas done raining, and 
now look about you, and fee how 
pleafantly that Meadow looks, nay 
and the carth {mels as fweetly too. 

Come 
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Come let me tell you what holy 

Mr. Herbert {faies of {uch dayes and 

Flowers as thefe, and then we will 
thank God that we enjoy them, and 
walk co the River and fic down quiet- 
ly and try to catch the other brace of 
Trouts. 


Sweet day, fo cool,fo calm, fo bright, 

The bridal of the earth a skie, 

Sweet dews fhal weep thy fall to night, 
for thou muft die. 


Sweet Rofe,whofe hew angry and brave 
Bids the rajh gaver wipe bis eye, 
Thy root is ever in its grave, 

and thon muft die. 


SweetSpring ful of fweet days cy rofes, 

A box where {weets compacted lie, 

My Mufick fhewes you have your clofes 
~e and all muft hie 


Only a {weet and vertuous foul, 
Like feafoned timber never gives, 
I 4 But 
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But when the whole world turns te cole, 
then chiefly lives. 


Vist. 1 thank you, good Matter, 
for your good dire€tion for fly-fith- 
ing, and for the {weet enjoyment of 
the pleafant day which is fo far fpent 
without offence to God or man : and 
Ithank you for the {weet clofe of 
your difcourfe with Mr. Herberts 
Verfes, which I have heard, loved 

Angling;and I do the rather believe 
it, becaufe he hada fpirit futable to 
Anglers, and to thofe Primitive 
Chriftians that you love, and have 
{o much commended. 

Psfc. Well, my loving Scholer, 
and I am pleafed to know that you 
are {0 well pleafed with my direction 
and difcourfe; and 1 hope you 
will be pleafed too, if you find a 
Trout at one of our Angles, which 
we left in the water to fith for it felf 
you fhall chufe which thall be yours, 
and itisaneven lay, one catches : 

And 
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And let me tell you, this kind of 
fifhing and laying Night-hooks, are 
like putting money to ufe, for 
they both work for the Owners, 
when they do nothing but fleep, or 
¢at,Or rejoice, as youknow we have 
done this laft hour, and fate as qui- 
etly and as free from cares under this 
Sycamore, as Virgils Tityrus and his 
Melibeus did under their broad Beech 
tree: Nolife, my honeft Scholer, 
no life fo happy and fo pleafant as 
the Anglers, unlefS it be the Beggers 
life in Sommer; for then only 
they take no care, but are as happy 
as we Anglers. 

Vat. Indeed Mafter, and fothey 
be, asis witneffed by the beggers 
Song, made lon fies by Frank 
Davifon, a good Poet, who was 
not a Begger,though he were a good 
Poct. 


Pifc. Can you fing it,Scholer ? 
Vat. Sit down alittle, good Ma- 
fter,and I wil try. 
: Bright 
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Bright fhines the Sun.play beggers, pla 
here's Scraps enough mf ferve oie : ” 

What noife of viols vii jfocet 

As when our merry clappers ring ? 

What mirth doth want when beggers mect ¢ 

A beggers life is for « King : 
Eat drink and play, fleep when we lift, 
Gowhere we will fo focks be mift. 
Bright fhines the Sun, play beggers, Gc. 


The world is ours and ours alone, 

For we alone have world at will , 

We ier not, all is ony own, 

Bo are and fireets we beggers fill : 
4 


§ 
Play beegers play, play beggers play, 
here's jo lary r—* af day. 


A hundred herds of black and white 
Upon our G pri! foagse feed, 
And yet if any dare us bite, 
He dies therefore a as Creed: 
Thus beggers Lora it as they pleafe, 
And only beggers live at eafe : 
Bright fbines the San, play beggers play, 
here's {craps enough to ferve to day. 
P. 
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Pifc. I thank you good Scholer, 
this Song was well humor’d by the 
maker, and well remembred and 
fung by you, and I pray forget not 
the Ketch which you promifed to 
make againft night, for our Coun- 
try man honeft Corfdon will expect 
your Ketch and my Song, which I 
muft be forc’d to patch up, for itis 
folong fince I learncit, that I have 
forgot a part of it. Butcome, lets 
ftretch our legs a little in a gentle 
walk tothe River,and try what inte- 
reft our Angles wil pay us for Iend- 
ing them fo long tobeufed by the 
Tronts, 

Viat. Ohme, look you Mafter, 
afith, a fith. 

Pifc. I marry Sir,that was a good 
fifh indeed , if 1 had had the luck to 
have taken up that Rod, ’tis twenty 
to one he fhould not have broke my 
line by running to the Rodsend, as 

ou fuffered he ; I would have 
eld him, unlefS he had been fellow 
to 
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cothe great Trout that is neer an ell 
long, which had his picture drawne, 
and now tobe feen at mine Hofte 
Rickabies atthe George in Ware, and 
it may be, by giving that Treat the 
Rod, that is,by he Po itto him in- 
tothe water, I might have caught 
him at the long run, for fo I ufe al- 
waies todo when! meet withan o- 
ver-grown fifh, and you will learn 
todo fo hereafter, for I tell you, 
Scholer, fithing is an Art, or at 

leaft, it is an Art tocatch fith. 
Viat. But, Matter, will this Trone 
dic, for itis like he has the hook in 
his belly ? 
Pife.t wil tel you, Scholer,that un- 
lefs the hook be faft in his very 
Gorge, he wil live, anda little time 
with the help of the water, wil ruft 

the hook, & it wil in time wear awa 

as the gravel does in the horfe hoof, 

which only leaves a falfe quarter. 
And now Scholer, lets go to my 
Rod. Look youScholer, I i. 
a: 
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afifhtoo, but it proves a logger- 
headed Chub, and this is not much 
amifs, for this wil pleafure fome 
poor body, as we go to our lodg- 
ing to meet our brother Peter and 
honeft Coridoxn- Come, now bait 
your hook again, and lay it into the 
water, for it rains again, and we wil 
ev’n retire to the Sycamoretree, and 
there I wilgive you more direétions 
concerning fifhing, for I would 
fain make yon an Artift. 

Viat. Yes, good Mafter, I pray 
let it be fo. 


CHAP 
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Pifc. EL, Scholer, 
now we are 
fate downe 

and areat eafe, I thall tel you a lit- 

tle more of Trout fifhing before I 

{peak of the Salmon, (which I pur- 

pote fhall be next) and then of the 

Pike or Lace. You are to know, 

there is night as well as day-fithing 

for a Trout , and that then the beft 
are out of their holds ; and the man- 
nerof taking them is on the top of 
the water with a great Lob or Garden 
worm, or rather two; which you 
areto fith for in a place where the 
water runs fomewhat quietly (forin 
aftreamit wil nothe fo well difcer- 
ned.) I fay,in a quiet or dead place 
neer to fome {wift, there draw your 
bait over the top of the water to 

and 
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and fro, and if there be a good Trest 
in the hole, he wil take it, efpecial- 
ly if che night bedark , forthen he 
lies boldly neer the cop of the water, 
watching the motion of any Freg or 
Water-moufe, or Rat betwixt him 
and the skie, which he hunts for if 
he fees the water but wrinkle or move 
in one of thefe dead holes, where 
the great Tromts ufually lye neer to 
their hold. 

And you mutt fith for him with a 
ftrong line, and nota little hook, 
and let him have time to gorge your 
hook, for he does not ufually for- 
fake it, as he oft will in the day- 
fifhing: and if che night be not dark, 
then fith fo with an Artificial fly of a 
light colour ; nay he will fometimes 
rife at adead Moufe or a piece of 
cloth, or any thing chat feemes to 
{wim crofs the water, or to be in mo- 
tion: this is a choice way, but I 
have not oft ufed it becaufe it is void 
of the pleafures that fuch — ra 

t 


127 


128 


The Complete Angler. 
thefe that we now injoy, afford an 
Angler. 

And you are to know, that in 
Hamp-foire, (which I think exceeds 
all England for pleafant Brooks, and 
ftore of Trowts) they ufe to catch 
Tronts inthe night by the light ofa 
Torch or ftraw, which when they 
have difcovered, they ftrike with a 
Trout (pear; this kind of way they 
catch many,but I would not believe 
it till I was an eye-witnefs of it, nor 
like itnow Ihave feen it. 

Viat. But Mafter, do not Trosts 
fee us inthe night ? 

Pifc. Yes,and hear,and {mel too, 
both then and in the day time, for 
Gefner obferves,the otter {melsa fith 
forty furlong off him in the water 5 
and thac it may betrue, is affirmed 
by Sir Francis Bacon (in the eighth 
Century of his Natural Hiftory) 
who there proves, that waters may 
be the Medium of founds, by de- 
monftrating it thus, That éf you knock 

two 
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two ftones together very deep under the 
sg fland i a for neer to 
that place may hear the notfe without a- 

diminution of st by the water.He al- 
fo offers the like experiment concer- 
ning the letting an Anchor fall by a 
very long Cable or rope ona Rock, 
orthe fand within the Sea: and this 
being fo well obferved and demon- 
ftrated, asitis by that learned man, 
has made me to believe that Eeles 
unbed themfelves, and ftir at the 
noife ofthe Thunder, and not only 
as fomethink, by the motion or the 
ftirring of the earth, which is occafi- 
oned by that Thunder. 

And this reafon of Sir FrancisBa- 
conshas made me crave pardon of 79 
one that I laughcat, for affirming 
that he knew Cerps come to a cer- 
tain place ina Pond to be fed at the 
ringing of a Bel; and it fhall bea 
rule for me to make as little noife as 
Ican when Tama fifhing, until Sir 
Francis Bacen be confuted, which 7 
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fhal give any man leave to do,and fo 
leave off this Philofophical difcourfe 
for a difcourfe of fifhing. 

Of which my next fall be to tell 
you, itis certain, that certain fields 
neer Lemjter, a Town in Hereford- 
oire,are obferved, that they make 
the Sheep that graze upon them 
more fat then the next, and alfo to 
bear finer Wool , that is to fay, 
that thatyear in which they feed in 
fuch a particular pafture, a Ms fhall 
yeeld finer wool then the ycer before 
they came to feed in it, and courfer 
again if they fhall return to their for- 
mer pafture, and again return to a 
finer wool being fed in the fine wool 
ground. Which I tell you,that you 
may the beter believe that I am cer- 
tain, If I catcha Trout in one Mea- 
dow, he fhall be white and faint and 
very like to be /owfie; and as cer- 
tainly if I catch a Trout in the next 
Meadow, he thal be flrong.and red, 
and /wjly, and much better meat: 

Truft 
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Tmft me (Scholer) I have caught 
many a Trost in a particular Mea- 
dow,that the very fhape and inamel- 
led colour of him, has joyed meto 
look upon him, and I have with Se- 
lemon concluded, Every thing 1 
beautifull in his feafon. 


It is now time to tell you next, 
(according to promife) fome obfer- 
vations of the Salmon, But firft, 
I wil tel you there isa fith, called by 
fome an Umber, and by fome a 
Greyling, achoice fifh,efteemed by 
many to be equally good with the 
Trout: itis afith that is ufually a- 
bout cighteen inches long, he lives 
infuch ftreams as the Trost does ; 
and is indeed taken with the fame 
bait asa Tront is, for he will bite 
both at che Misnow, the Worm, and 
the Fly, both Natsral and Artifict- 
al: of this fith there be many in 
Trent, and inthe River that runs 
by Salisbury, and in fomeother lef- 

K 2 
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fer Brooks, but he is nor fo general 
a fifh as the Trost, norto me either 
fo good toeat, or fo pleafant to 
fifh for as the Trout is; of which 
two fifhes I will now take my leave, 
and come to my promifed Obferva- 
tions of the Se/mon, and a little ad- 
vice for the catching him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


HE Salmon is ever bred in 

) the frefh Rivers (and in 

moft Rivers about the 
month of Augs/t) and never grows 
big but inthe See , and there to an 
incredible bignefs in a very thort 
time, to which place they covet to 
{wim,by the inftin& of nature,abour 
a fet time: but if they be ftopp'd by 
Mills, Floud-gates or Weirs, or be 
by accident loft in the frefh water, 
when the others go (which is ufual- 
ly by flocks or fholes) then they 

ive not. 

And the old Salmon.both the Mel- 
ter and Spawner, ftrive alfo to get 
into the Sesbefore Winter, but be- 
i —o courte, or loft; grow 
fick in frefh waters, and by degrees 
unfeafonable, and KiPPers that is, 

3 to 
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to havea bony griftle, to grow (not 
unlikea Hasks beak) on one of his 
chaps, which hinders him from 
feeding, and then he pines and 

dies. 
But if he gets to Sea, then that gri- 
ftle wears away, or is caft off (as the 
Eagle is faidto cafthis bill) and he 
recovers his ftrength, and comes 
next Summer to the fame River, (if 
itbe poffible) to enjoy the former 
pleafuresthat there pote him; for 
(as one has wittily obferved) he has 
(like fome perfons of Honour and 
Riches, which have both their win- 
ter and Summer houfes) the freth 
Rivers for Summer, and the falt 
water for winter to fpend his life in; 
InhisHi- which isnot (as Sir Francis Bacon 
rea hath obferved)above ten years : And 
Death, itis to be obferved,that hough they 
grow big inthe Sea, yet they grow 
not fat but in freth Rivers; and it 
is obferved, that the farther they get 
from the Sea, the better they be F 
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And itis obferved, that, to the 
endthey may get far from the Sea, 
eitherto Spawne or to poffefs the 
pleafure that they then and there 
find, they will force themfelves o- 
ver the tops of Weirs, or Hedges, or 
feps in the water, by taking their 
tails into cheir mouthes, and leaping 
over thofe places, even toa height 
beyond common belief: and fome- 
times by forcing themfelves againft 
the ftreame through Sluces and 
Floud-gates, beyond common cre- 
dit. And ‘tis obferved by Cefner, 
that there is none bigger then inEng- 
land, mor none better then in 
Tharncs. 

And for the Salmons f{udden 
rowth,it has been obferved by ty- 
ing a Ribon in che tail of fome num- 
ber of the young Selyrows, which 
have been taken ineires, as they 
{wimm’d towards the {ale water and 
then by taking a part of them again 
wich the fame mark, at the fame 
K 4 place 
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place,attheir returne from the Sea, 
whichis ufually about fix months 
after, and the like experiment hath 
been tried upon young Swallows, 
who have after fix months abfence, 
been oferved to return to the fame 
chimney, thereto make their nefts, 
and their habitations for the Sum - 
mer following ; which hath inclined 
many to think, that every Salmon 
ufually returns tothe fame River in 
which it was bred, as young Pigeons 
taken out of the fame Dove-cote,have 
alfo been obferved todo. 

And you are yet toobferve fur- 
ther, thatthe He Salmon isufually 
bigger then the Spawner,and that he 
is more kipper, & lefs able to endure 
a winter inthe freth water, then the 
She is, yet the is at that time of look- 
ing lefs ve i and better, as watry 
and as bad meat. 

And yet you are to obferve, that 
as there is no general rule without 
an exception, fo there is fome few 

Rivers 
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Rivers in this Nation chat have 
Trouts and Salwon in {eafon in win- 
ter. But for the obfervations of that 
and many other chings, I muft in 
manners omit,becaule they wil prove 
too large for our narrow compafs of 
time, and therefore I fhall next fall 
upon my direction how co fith for 
the Salmon, 

And for that, firft, you thall ob- 
ferve, that ufually he ftaies not long 
in a place (as Trosts wil) but (asI 
{aid ) covets ftill to go neerer the 
Spring head; and that he does not 
(as the Trout and many other fith)lie 
neer the water fide or bank, or roots 
of trees, but fwims ufually in the 
middle, and neer the ground, and 
that chere you are to Fh for him ; 
and that he is to be caught as the 
Tront is, with a Worm, a Minnow, 
(which fome call a Penke) or witha 
Fly. 

And youare to obferve, that he is 
very, very {celdom obfesved to bite 

at 


137 


138 


Lhe Complete Angler. 


at a Minnow (yet fometime he will) 
and not oft at a fy, but more ufually 
at a Worm, and then moft ufually at 
a Lob or Garden worm, which fhould 
be wel fcowred, that is to fay, feven 
or eight dayes in Mofs before you 
6th withthem ; and if you double 
your time ofeight into fixteen, or 
more,into twenty or more days, it is 
full the betrer,for the worms will ftil 
be clearer, tougher, and more lively, 
and continue fo longer upon your 
hook. 

And now I fhall tell you, that 
which may be called a fecret : I have 
been a fifhing with old oliver Henly 
(now with Cod ) 2 noted Fither, 
both for Trout and Salmon. and have 
obferved that he would ufually take 
three or four worms out of his bag 
and putthem into a little box in his 
pocket, where he would ufually let 
them continue half an hour or more, 
before he would bait his hook with 
them; I have ask’d him his reafon F 

an 
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and he has replied, He did but pick the 
beft ont to bein a veadine/s againft be 
baited his hook the next time: Buthe 
has been obferved both by others, 
and my felf,co catch more fith then 
I or any other body, thar has ever 
one a fifhing with him, could do, e- 
pecially Salmons, and I have been 
toldlately by one of his moft inti- 
mate and fecret friends, that the box 
in which he put thofe worms was a- 
nointed with a drop, or two, or three 
of theOil of Ivy-berriessmade by ex- 
preffion or infufion, and that by the 
wormes remaining in that box an 
hour, or alike time, they had incor- 

porated a kind of {mel that was irre 
fiftibly attractive,enough to force a- 
ny fifth, within the {mel of them, to 
bite. This I heard not long fince 
from 2 friend, but have not tryed it; 
yet I grant it probable, and refer my 
Reader to Sir Francis Bacons Natu- 
ral Hiftory, where he proves fifhes 
may hear, and I am certain Gefner 
{ayes 
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fayes, the Orter can {mell in the wa- 
ter, and know not but that fifh may 
do fo too: ’tis left for a lover of An- 
giing, or any that defires to improve 
that Art,to try this conclufion. 

I fhali alfo impart another expe- 
riment (butnot tryed by my felfe) 
which I wil deliver in the {ame words 
asit was by a friend, given me in 
writing. 

Take the ftinking oil drawn out of 
Poly pod y af the Oak, by 4 retort 
mixt with Turpentine, and Hive- 
boney,and annoint your bait therewith, 
and it will doubeleffe draw the fifh to 
it. 

But in thefe things I have no 
greatfaith, yet grant it probable, 
and have | from fome chimical 
men (namely, from Sir George Ha- 
ftings and others) an affirmation of 
them to be very advantageous: but 
no more of thefe, efpecially not in 
this place. 

Imight here, before I take my 

leave 
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leaveofthe Salen, tell you, that 
there is more chen one fort of them, 
as namely, a Tecon, and another 
called in fome places a Sambet, or by 
fome,a Skegger: butthefe (and o- 
thers which I forbear to name) may 
be fith of another kind, and differ, 
as we know a Herring anda Pilcher 
do; but muft by me be left to the 
difquifitions of men of more leifure 
and of greater abilities, then I pro- 
fefs my felf to have. 

And laftly, I am to borrow fo 
much of your promifed patience, 
as totell you, that the Trost or Sal- 
mon, being infeafon, have at their 
firft taking out ofthe water (which 
continues during life) their bodies 
adorned, the one with fuch red 
fpots, andthe other with black or 
blackifh {pots, which gives them 
fuch an addition of natural beau- 
tie, as I (chat yetam noenemy to 
it) think was never given to any 
woman by the Artificial Paint or 

Patch- 
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Patches in which they fo much 
pride themfelves in thisage. And 
fo I fhall leave them and proceed 
e (ome Obfervations of the 
Pike. 
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CHAP. VII 


thatthe Luce, or Pikrell, 
or Pike breeds by Spaw- 
ning, and yet Gefner fayes, that 
fome of them breed, where none e- 
ver was, out ofa weed called Pik- 
rell-weed, and other glutinous mat- 
ter, which with the help of the Suns 
heat proves in fome particular ponds 
(apted by nature for it) to become 
Pskes 
Sir Francis Bacon obferves the Pike 
to be the longeft lived of any freth 
water fifh, and yet that his life is 
not 


Pife. 1 is notto be doubted buc 


The Complete Angler. 


not ufually aboye fortie years 5 and 
yet Gefner mentions a Pske taken in 
Swedeland inthe year 1449, witha 
Ring about his neck, declaring he 
was put into the Pond by Frederick 
the fecond, more then two hundred 
y cars before he was laft caken, as the 
Infcription of that Ring, being 
Greek, was interpreted by the then 
Bifhop of worms. But of this no 
more, but that it is obferved that the 
old or very great Pikes have in them 
more of ftate then goodnefs , the 
{maller or middle fd Pikes being 
by the moft and choiceft palates ob- 
ferved to be the beft meat ; but con- 
trary,the Ecleis obferved to be the 
better for age and bignefs. 

All Pikes that live long prove 
chargeable to their keepers, becaufe 
their life is maintained by the death 
of fo many other fifh, even thofe of 
his owne kind, which has made 
him by fome Writers to bee called 
the Tyrant of the Rivers, orthe Frefh 

water 
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water-wolf, by reafon of his bold, 
greedy ,devourin difpofition, which 
is fokeen, asGefner relates, a man 
going toa Pond (where it feems a 
Pike had devoured all the fifh) to 
water his Mule, hada Pike bit his 
Mule by the lips, to which the Péke 
hung fo faft, that the Male drew him 
out ofthe water, and by that acci- 
dentthe owner of the Malegot the 
Pike ; I tell you who relates it,and 
fhall with it tel you what a wife man 
has obferved, Jt  s hard thing to 
perfwade the belly, becanfe it hath no 
ears. 

But if this relation of Gefners bee 
dif-believed, itis too evident to bee 
doubted thata Pike will devoure a 
fifh of his own kind, that fhall be 
bigger then his belly or throat will 
receive, and {wallow a part of him, 
and let the other part remaine in his 
mouth till the {wallowed part be di- 
gefted, and then {wallow that other 
partthat wasin his mouth, and fo 

put 
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put it over by degrees. And itis ob- 
ferved, thatthe Prke willeat. vene- 
mous things (as fome kind of Frogs 
are) and yet live without being 
harmed by them: for, as fome fay, 
he has in him a natural Balfome or 
Antidote againft all Poifon: and 
others, that henever eats a vene- 
mous Frog till he hath firft killed 
her, andthen (as Ducks are obfer- 
ved todoto Frogs inSpawning time, 
at which time tee Frogs are ob- 
fervedto be venemous) fothrough- 
ly wafht her, by tumbling her up and 
own in the water, that he may de- 
vour her without danger. And 
Gefner affirms, that a Polonian Gen- 
tleman did faithfully affure him, he 
had f€en two young Geele at one 
time in the belly ofa Pike: and hee 
obferves, that in Spain thereis no 
Pikes, and that the biggeft are in 
the Lake Zhracimane in Italy,and the 
next, if not equa! to them, are the 

Pikes of England. 
L The 
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The Pike is alfo obferved to bea 
melancholly, and abold fifth: Me- 
lancholly, becaufe he alwaies {wims 
or refts himfelfe alone, and never 
(wims in fholes, or with company, 
as Roach,and Dace, and moft other 
fith do: And bold, becaufe he fears 
nota fhadow, orto fee or be feen of 
any body, as the Trew and Chsb, 
and all other fith do. 

And itis obferved by Gefnersthar 
the bones,and hearts, & gals of Pikes 
are very medicinable for feveral 
Difeafes, asto ftop bloud, to abate 
Fevers, to cure Agues, to oppofe 
or expel the infection of the Plague, 
and to be many wayes medicinable 
and ufeful for the good of mankind; 
butthat the biting of a Péke is vene- 
mous and hard to be cured. 

And itis obferved,thatthe Pike is 
a fith that breeds but once a year,and 
that other fith (as namely Loaches) 
do breed oftner, aswe are certaine 
Pigeons do almoft every month,and 

yet 
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yet the Hawk, abird of prey (asthe 
Pike is of fifth) breeds bue once in 
twelve months : and you are to note, 
that his time of breeding or Spawn- 
ing is ufually about the end of Fe- 
brary, or {omewhat later,in March, 
as the weather proves colder or war. 
mer: andtonote, that his manner 
of breeding is thus, a He and a She 
Pike will ufually go together out ofa 
River into fome ditch or creek, and 
that there theSpawner cafts hereggs, 
and the Melter hovers over her all 
that time that fhe is cafting her 
Spawn, but touches hernot. I might 
fay more of this, but it might be 
thought curiofity or worfe, and 
fhall therefore forbear it, and take 
up fo much of your attention as to 
tell you, that the beft of Pskes are 
noted to be in Rivers, then thofein 
great Ponds or Meres, and the worft 
in {mal Ponds. 


And now 1 thall proceed to 
L 2 give 
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give you fome directions how to 
catch this Pike 


which you have with (o much pati- 
ence heard me talk of. 

His feeding is ufually fi/h or frogs, 
and fometime a weed of his owne, 
called Ptkrel-weed, of which Itold 
youfome think fome Pikes are bred; 
for they haveobferved, that where 
no Pikes have been put into a Pond, 
yet that there they have been found, 
and that there has been as Foo 

that 
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that weed in that Pond, and that 
that weed both breeds and feeds 
them, but whether thofe Pskes fo 
bred will ever breed by generation as 
the others do, 1 fhallfeave to the 
difquifitions of men of more curio- 
fity and leifure chen I profefs my felf 
tohave; and hall proceed to tell 
you, that you may fith fora Péke,ei- 
ther with a ledger,or a walking bait; 
and you areto note, that I call thar 
a ledger whichis fix’d, or made to 
reft inone certaine place when you 
fhall beabfent; and thae! call chat 
a walking bait, which you take with 
you,and have ever in motion. Con- 
cerning which two, I fhall give you 
this direction, That your ledger 
bait is beft to be aliving bait, whe- 
ther icbe a fifh or a Frog, and that 
you may make them live the longer, 
youmay, orindeed you muft take 
is courfe : 

Firft, for your live bait of fifth, a 
Roch or Dace is(1 think)beft and moft 
L 3 tempting, 
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tempting, and a Pearch the longeft 
liv'd on a hook you muft take your 
knife, (which cannot betoo fharp) 
and betwixt the head and the finon 
his back, cutor make an infition,or 
fuch afcar as you may put che arm- 
ing wyer of your hook intoit, with 

sslittl bruifing or hurting the 
as Art and diligence will enable you 
todo, and fo a“ your arming 
wyer along his back, unto, orneer 
the tail of your fifth, betwixt the skin 
and the body of it, draw out that 
er or arming of your hook at an- 
other {car neer to his tail ; then tye 
him about it with thred,but no hard- 
er then of neceffitie you muft to pre- 
vent hurting the fifh; and the better 
toavoid hurting the fifh, fome have 
a kind of probe to open the way, for 
themore cafie entrance and paffage 
of your wyer or arming: but as ee 
thefe, time and a little experience 
will teach you better then I can by 
words for of this I will forthe pre- 
{ent 
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fent fay no more, bur come next to 
give you fome directions how to 
bait your hook with a Frog. 

Viat. But, good Matter, did not 
you fayeven now, that fome Frogs 
were venemous, and is it not dange- 
rous to touch them ? 

Pifc. Yes,but I wil give you fome 
Rules or Cautions concerning them : 
And firft, youare to note, there is 
two kinds of Frogs, that isto fay, 
(if I may fo exprefs my felf) a flefb 
and a fib frog: by AlefhFrogs I mean, 
frogs that breed and live on the land ; 
and of thefe there be feveral forts 
and colours, fome being peckled, 
fome greenifh, fome blackifh, or 
brown: the green Frog, whichis a 
{mal one, isby Topfell taken to be rape of 
venemous ; and {ois the Padock, or Frogs. 
Frog-Padock, which ufually keeps 
or breeds on the land, and is very 
large and bony, and big, efpecial- 
ly the She frog of that kind ; yet thefe 
will fometime come into the water, 

L 4 but 
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buticis not often; and theland frags 
are fome ofthem obferved by him, 
to breed by laying eggs, and others 
to breed of the flime and dutt of the 
earth, and that in winter they turn 
to flime again, and that the next 
Summer that very flime returns to 
be aliving creature, this isthe o-~ 
pinion of Pliny: and * Cardanas un- 
dertakes to give reafon for the rain- 
ing of Frogs, butif it were in my 
power, it fhould rainnone but water 
Frogs, forthofe I think are not ve- 
nemous, e¢fpecially the righe water 
Frog, which about Febrwary or 
March breeds in ditches by flime and 
blackith eggs in that flime, about 
which time of breeding the He and 
She frog are obferved to ufe divers 
fimber falts, and to croke and make 
anoife,which the land frog,or Padech 
frog never does. Now of thefe water 
Frogs,you are to chufe the yelloweft 
that you canget, for that the Prke 
ever likes beft. And thus ufe your 


Frog, 
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reg that he may continue long a- 
ive. 

Put your hook into his mouth, 
which you may eafily do from a- 
bout the middle of Apriltill Auguft, 
and then the Fregs mouth grows up 
and he continues fo for at leaft fix 
months without eating, but is fu- 
ftained, none, but he whofe name is 
Wonderful, knows how. I fay, put 
your hook, I mean the arming wire, 
through his mouth and out at his 
gills, and then with a fine needle 
and Silk fow the upper part of his 
leg with only one ftitch to the arm- 
ms wire of your hook, or tie the 
frogs \eg above the upper jointto the 
armed wire, and in fo doing ufe him 
as though you loved him, that 1s, 
harme him as little as you may pof- 
fibly, thac he may live the longer. 

nd now, having given you this 

dire¢tion for the baiting your ledger 

hook with a live fifh or frog, my 

next mutt be to tell you, how sie 
00 
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hook thus baited muft or may be u- 
fed; and itis thus: Having faftned 
your hook toa line, which ifit be not 
fourtecn yards long, fhould not be 
les then twelve; you are to faften 
that line to any bow neer to a hole 
where a Pike is,or is likely tolye,orto 
have a haunt,and then wind your line 


on any forked ftick,all yonr line, ex-. 


cepta half yard of it,or rather more, 
and fplitchat forked ftick with fuch a 
nick or notch at one end of it, as may 
keep the line from any more of it ra- 
velling from about the ftick, then fo 
much of it as you intended; and 
— your forked ag) iy be of on 

ipnefs as may keep the f/b or freg 
from pulling te forked ick under 
the water ull the Pike bites, and 
then the Pike having pulled the line 
forth of the cliftor nick in which it 
was gently faftned, will have line e- 
anh to goto his hold and powch 
the bait: and if you would have this 
ledger bait to keep at a fixt place,un- 


diftur- 
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difturbed by wind or other acci- 
dents, which may drive ic to the 
fhoare fide(for you are conote that 
icis likelieft to catch a Pske in the 
midft of the water) then hang a 
{mall Plummet of lead, a ftone, or 
piece oftyle, ora curfe in a ftring, 
and Caft it into the water, with the 
forked ftick to hang upon the 
ground, tobe as an Anchor to keep 
the forked fick from moving out of 
your intended place tll the Pike 
come. This I take to be a very 
emg way, to ufefo many ledger 
aits as you intend to make tryal of, 
Or if you bait your hooks thus, 
with live fth or Frogs, and in a 
windy day faften them thus to a 
bow or bundle of ftraw, and by the 
help of that wind can get them to 
move crofs a Pond or Mere, you 
are like to ftand ftill on the fhoar 
and fee {port,if there be any ftore of 
Pikes, or thefe live baits may make 
{port,being tied about the body or 
wings 
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—— of aGoofe or Duck, and fhe 
chafed overa Pond: and the like 
may be done with turning three or 
four live baits chus faftned to blad- 
ders,or boughs, or bortles of hay, or 
flags, tofwimdowna River, whilft 
you walk quietly on the fhore along 
with them, and are ftillin expecta- 
tion of fport. The reft muft be 
taught you by practice, for time will 
not alow me to fay more of this 
kind of fifhing with live baits. 

And for your dead bait for a Pike, 
for that you may be taught by one 
dayes going a fifhing with me ora- 
ny other body that fifhes for him , 
for the baiting your hook with a 
dead Gudgion or a Roch, and moving 
it upand Sewn the water, 1S too ¢a- 
fie a thing to take up any time to di- 
ret you to do it; and yet, becaufe 
I cut you fhort in that, I will com- 
mute for it, by telling you that that 
was told me for a fecret : it is 
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Diffolve Gum of Ivie in Oyle of 
Spike, and therewith annoint your 
dead bait for a Pike, and then caft it 
tato a likely place,and when it has layen 
a fhort time at the bottom, draw it te- 
wards the top of the water, and fo "” 
the flream, and it is more then likely 
that you haves Pike follow you with 
more then common eagernefs. 

This has not been tryed by me, 
but told me by a friend of note, that 
pretended to do mea courtefie: but 
if this direction to catch a Pike thus 
doyouno good, Iam certaine this 
direction how to rofte him when he 
is caught, is choicely good, for I 
have tryed it,and it is fomewhat the 
better for not being common ; but 
with my dire@tion you muft take 
chisCaution,that your Pike muft not 
be a {mal one di a il 

Firft open your Pike at the gills 
and ies rh cat allo a little fs to- 
wards his belly, owt of thefe, take his 
gts, and keep his liver, which you 

are 
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are bo fored very [mall with Time, 
Sweet Margerom, and a little Win- 
ter-Savoury; to —— [ome pick- 
led Oy fters,and fome Anchovis, botb 
shefe laf whole ( ‘for the Anchovis will 
mech, andthe Oyfters fhould not) te 
thefe you muft add alfo a pownd of 
weet Butter which you are to mix with 
she herbs that are fored, and let them 
all be well falted (if the Pike be more 
then ayard long, then you may put in- 
roshefe herbs more then a pound, or if 
he be lefs, then le{s Butter will fuf- 
e:) thefe being thus mixt, with 4 
blade or two of Mace, nouft be put in- 
fo the Pikes belly, and then his belly 
fowed up, then you are to thruft the 
[pit through bis mouth out at hus tail ; 
and then with four, or five, or fix 
[plit ftieks or very shin laths, and a 
convenient quanitic of tape or filsting, 
thefe laths are tobe tyed round sbout 
thePikes body from his head to his tast, 
and the i tied fomewhat thick to pre- 


vent bis breaking or falling off = 
the 
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the {pit , let him be rofted very leifure- 
ly, pit often bafted a Claret et ; 
and Anchovss, and butter mixt toge- 
ther, and alfo with what moifture falls 
from him into the pan :when you bave 
rofted bim Iifeiemy, you are to held 
under him (when you unwind or cat 
the tape that ties him) {uch a difh as 
you purpofe to eat him out of, and set 
him fall into it with the fawce that is 
al in his belly, and by this means 
the Pike will be kept unbroken and 
complete, then to the fawce, which 
was within him, and alfoin the pan 
you are toadh a fit quantity of the bef 
butter, and to Janene she juice of three 
or four Oranges:  laftly, you may ci- 
ther put into the Pike with the Oy- 
fters, two cloves of Garlick, and take 
it whole ont when the Pike is cut off the 
{pit, or to give the fawceahogoc, let 
the difh (cto which you let the Pike 
fall) berubed with it; the ufing or 
not ufing of this Garlick is left to your 
difcretion, 

This 
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This difh of meat is too good 
for any but Anglers or honeft 
men; and, I truft, you wil prove 
both, andtherefore I have truft- 
ed you with this Secret. And 
now I {thall proceed to give you 
fome Obfervations concerning the 


Carp. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Pife. HE Carpis a ftatel 
I a good, God « tee 
fith, a fith that hath 
not (as itis{aid) been long in Eng- 
land, but faid to be by one Mr.Maf- 
call (a Gentleman then living at 
Plamfted in Suffex) brought into this 
Nation: and for the better confir- 
mation of this, you are to remem- 
ber I cold you that Gefner fayes,there 
is not a Pike in Spain, and that ex- 
cept the Eele, which lives longeft 
Out of the water, there is none that 
will endure more hardnefs, or live 
a then a Carp will out of it, and 
fothe report of his being brought 
out of a forrain Nation into this, 1s 

the more probable. 

Carpsand Loches are obferved to 
breed feveral months in one- yea 

whi 
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which moft other fifh do not, and 
it is the rather believed, becaufe 
you fhall (carceor never take a Male 
Carp without a Mels, or a Female 
without a Roe or Spawn, and for 
the moft part very much, and efpe- 
cially all the Summer feafon; and 
ic is obferved, thatthey breed more 
naturallyin Ponds then in running 
waters, and that thofe that live in 
Rivers are taken by men of the 
beft palates to be much the better 


meat. 

And itis obferved, that in fome 
Ponds Carps will not breed, efpe- 
cially in cold Ponds , but where 
they will breed,they breed innume- 
rably ,if there be no Pikes nor Pearch 
to devourtheir Spawn, when it is 
caft upon grafs, or flags, or weeds, 
where it lies ten or twelve dayes be- 
fore it be enlivened. 

The Carp, ifhe have water room 
and good feed, will grow to a very 
great bignefs and length: 1 have 

heard 
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heard,to aboveayard long, though 
I never faw one above thirty three 
inches, which was a very great and 
goodly fith. 

Now as the increafe of Carps is 
wonderful for their number; fo 
there is not a reafon found out, I 
think, by any, why the fhould breed 
in fome Ponds, and not in others of 
the fame nature,for foil and all othet 
circumftances , andastheir breed- 
ing, foare their decayes alfo very 
myfterious ; Ihave both read it, 
and been told by a Gentleman of 
tryed honeftie, thathe has knowne 
fixtie or more large Carps put into 
feveral Ponds neer to a houfe, where 
by reafon of che ftakes in the Ponds, 
and the Owners conftant being neer 
to them, it was impoffible they fhould 
be ftole away from him, and that 
when he has after three or four years 
emptied the Pond, and expected an 
increafe from them by breeding 
youngones (forthatthey might do 

M 2 fo 
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fo, he had, as the rule is, put in 
three Melters for one Spawner) he 
has, I fay, after three or four years 
found neither a young nor old Carp 
remaining: And the likeI have 
known of onc that has almoft watch- 
ed his Pond, and at a like diftance 
of time at the fifhing of a Pond, 
found of feventy or cighty large 
Carps,notabove five or fix ; and that 
he had forborn longer to fifh the 
faid Pond, bute that he faw in ahot 
day inSummer, a large Carp fwim 
neerto thecop ofthe water with a 
Frog upon his head, and that he up- 
on that occafion caufed his Pond to 
be let dry: and I fay, of {eventie or 
eighty Carps, only found five or fix 
in the faid Pond, and thofe very 
fick and lean, and with every one a 
Frog {ticking fo faft on the hee of 
the faid Carps, chat the Frog would 
not bee got off without extreme 
force or killing, and the Gentle- 
man that did a this to me, told 

me 
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me he faw it, and did declare his be- 
lief to be (and I alfo believe the 
fame ) that he thought the other 
Carps that were fo ftrangely loft, 
were fo killed by Frogs, and then 
devoured. 

But I am faln into this difcourfe 
by accident, of which I might fay 
more, but it has proved longer then 
intended, and poffibly may not to 

ou be confiderable; I fhall there- 
re give you three or four more 
fhort obfervations of the Carp, and 
then fall upon fome directions how 
you fhall fith for him. 

The age of Carps is by S. Fraa- 
cis Bacon (in his Hiftory of Life and 
Death)obferved to be but ten years, 
yet others think they live longer:bur 
moft conclude, that(contrary to the 
Pike or Lace) all a are the bet- 
ter for age and bignefs , the tongues 
of Carps are noted to be choice and 
coftly meat, efpecially to them that 
buy them, but Gefner (ayes, Carps 

M 3 have 
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have no tongueslike other fifh, but 
a piece of fiefh-like-fith in their 
mouth likecoa tongue, and may 
be fo called, but ic ts certain ic 1s 
choicely good, and that the Carp is 
tobe reckoned amongft shale lowe 
ther mouthed fith, which I told you 
have their teeth in their throat, and 
for that reafon he is very feldome 
loft by breaking his hold, if your 
hook bee once ftuck into his 
chaps. 

I told you,that Sir Francis Bacon 
thinks that the Carp lives but ten 
years; but fanss Dubravinus (a Ger- 
mane as I think) has writ a book in 
Latine of Fith and Fifh Ponds, in 
which he fayes, that Carps begin 
to Spa wnat the age of three yeers, 
and continue todo fo till thirty, he 
fayes alfo, that inthe time of their 
breeding, which is in Summer when 
the Sun hath war med both the earth 
and water, and fo apted them alfo 
for generation, that then three or 

four 
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four Male Carps will follow aFemale, 
and that then fhe putting ona feem- 
ing coynefs, they force her through 
weeds and flags, where fhe lets fall 
her eggs or Spawn, which fticks faft 
to the weeds, and then they let fall 
their Mele upon it, and fo it be- 
comes in afhort time to be a living 
fifh ; and, as I told you, it is 
thought the Carp does this feveral 
months in the yeer, and moft be- 
lieve that moft fith breed after this 
manner, exceptthe Eele: and itis 
thought that all Carps are not bred 
by generation, but that fome 
breed otherwayes, as fome Prkes 
oO. 


Much more might be faid out of 
him, and out of 4riffotle, which 
Dubravius often quotes inhis Dif- 
courfe, but ic mightrather perplex 
then {atisfie Bhs and therefore I 
fhall rather chufe to direct you how 
to catch, thenf{pend more time in 

M 4 dif- 
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difcourfing either ofthe nature or 
the breeding of this Carp, 


or of any more circumftances con- 
cerning him, but yet I fhall remem- 
ber you of what I told you before, 
that he isa very fubtle fifh and hard 
to be caught. 

And my fir ft diredtion is, that if 
you will fith fora Carp,you mutt put 
ona very large meafure of patience, 
1 atone to fithfor a River od : 
I have knowne a very good Fifher 


angle 
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angle diligently four or fix hours in 
a day, for three or four dayes toge- 
ther for a River Carp,and not have a 
bite : andyou aretonote, that in 
fome Ponds itis as hardto catch a 
Carpasin a River, that is to fay, 
where they have ftore of feed, & the 
water is of a clayifh colour ; but you 
are to remember, that I have told you 
there is no rule without an exception, 
and therefore being poffeft with that 
hope and patience which I wifh to 
all Fithers, e{pecially to the Carp- 
Augler, Ithall tell you with what 
bait to fifh for him, bur that muft 
be cither early orate, and let me 
tell you,that in hot weather (for he 
will feldome bite in cold) you can- 
not bee too early or too late at 
It. 

The Carp bites either at_ wormes 
or at Pafte , and of worms I think 
the blewifh Marth or Meadow worm 
is beft, but poffibly another worm 
not too big may do aswell, and fo 

may 
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may a Gentle; and as for Paftes, 
¢ are almoft as many forts as 
there are Medicines for the Tooth- 
ach, but doubrlefs fweet Paftes are 
beft; Imean,Paftes mixt with ho- 
ney, or with Sugar; which, chat 
you may the better beguile this 
crafty fifh.fhould be thrown into the 
Pond or place in which you fifth for 
him fome hours before you under- 
take your tryal of skil by the Angle- 
Rod: and doubrlefS,ifit be thrown 
into the water a day or two before, at 
feveraltimes, and in {mal pellets, 
ou are the likelier when you fith 
or the Carp, to obtain your defired 
— or ina large Pond, to draw 
them to any certain place, that they 
0 the better and with more hope 
be fithed for, you are to throw into 
it, in fome certaine place, either 
grains, or bloud mixt with Cow- 
dung,or with bran; or any Garbage, 
as Chickens guts or the like, and 
then fome of your fmal {weet Pe 
wit 
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with which you purpofe to angle; 
thefe {mal pellets, being few of them 
thrown in as you are Angling. 

And your Pafte muft bee thus 
made: Take the fefhof a Rabet 
or Cat cut {mal,and Bean-flower,or 
(ifnoteafily got then) other flowre, 
and then mix thefe rogether,and put 
to them either Sugar, or Honey, 
which J think better, and then beat 
thefe together in a Mortar; orfome- 
times work them in your hands, 
2 hands being very clean) and 
then make it into a ball, ortwo or 
three, as you like beft for your ufe: 
but you muft work or pound it fo 
long in the Mortar, as to make itfo 
tough as to hang upon your hook 
without wathing from it,yet not too 
hard ; orthat you may the better 
keep it on your hook, you may 
kneade with your Paftea litcle(and 
not much) white or yellowith wool. 

And if you would have this Pafte 
keep all the year for any other os : 

then 
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then mix with it Virgins-wax and 
clarified honey, and workthem to- 
ether with your hands before the 
re, then make thefe into balls, and 
it will keep allthe yeer. 

And if you fith for a Carp with 
Gentles, then put upon your hooka 
{mall piece of Scarlet about this big- 
nefs -. it being foked in, or an- 
nointed with Oyl of Peter, called by 
fome, Oyl of the Rock; and if your 
Gentles be put two or three dayes 
before into a box or horn anointed 
with Honey, and fo pur upon your 
hook, asto preferve them to be li- 
ving, you are as like to kill this 
craftie fifth this way as any other 5 
bu ftill as you are fifhing, chaw a 
litle whiteor brown bread in your 
mouth, and caftit into the Ponda- 
bout the place where your flote 
fwims. Other baits there be, but 
thefe with diligence, and patient 
watchfulnefs, will doit as well as 
any as I have ever practifed, or 

heard 
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heard of: and yet I thalf tell you, 
thatthe crumbs of white bread and 
honey made into a Pafte, isa good 
bait fora Carp, and you know itis 
more ecafily made. And havi 
faid thus much of the Cap, my 
next difcourfe-fhal be of the Breas, 
which fhall not _ fo tedious, 
and therefore I defire the continu- 
ance of your attention. 
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CHAP IX. 


Pife. HE Bream being ata 
} full growth, is a 

large and ftately fith, 

he will breed both in Rivers and 
Ponds, but loves beft to live in 
Ponds, where, ifhe likes the aire, 
he will grow not only to be very 
large, but as fat as a Hog: he ts by 
Gefer taken to be more pleafant or 
fweetthen wholefome ; this fith is 
long in growing , but breedsex- 
ceedingly in a water that pleafes 
him,yea,in many Ponds fo faft,as to 
over ftore them, and ftarve the other 


The Baits good for to catch the 
Bream ate many 3 as namely,young 
Wafps, anda Pafte made of browa 
bread and honey, or Gentels, of 

efpecially 
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¢fpecially a worm, aworm that is 
not much unlike a Magot, which 
you will find at the roots of Docks,or 
of Flags, or of Rafhes that grow in 
the water, or watry places, and a 
Grafbopper having his legs nip’d off, 
ora flye that is in Fuwe and Fly to 
be found amongft che green Reed, 
growing by the water fide, thofe 
are {aid to bee excellent baits. I 
doubr not but there be many others 
that both the Bream and the Carp al- 
{o would bite at; butthefe ume and 
expe rience will teach you how to 
find out: And fo having according 
to my promife given you thefe fhort 
Obfervations concerning the Bream, 
I fhall alfo give you fome Obferva- 
tions concerning theTench,and thofe 
alfo very briefly . 


The Tench is obferved to love to 
live in Ponds; but if he be in a River, 
then in the ftill places of the River, 
he is obferved to be a Phy fician = 

| otner 
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other fithes, and is fo called by ma- 
ny that have been fearchers into the 
nature of fith , anditisfaid, that a 
Pike will neither devour nor hurt 
him, becau(e the Péke being fick or 
hurt by any accident, is cured by 
touching the Tench, and the Tench 
does the like to other fifhes, either 
by touching them, or by being in 
their company. 

Randelitius fayesin his difcourfe 
of fifhes (quoted by Gefner) thatat 
his being at Rome, he faw certaine 
Jewes apply Teaches to the feet of a 
fick man foracure, and itis obfer- 
ved,that many of thofe people have 
many Secrets unknown to Chrifti- 
ans, fecrets which have never been 
written, but have been fuccefsfive- 
ly fince the dayesof Solomon (who 
knew the nature of all things from 
the Shrub to the Cedar) delivered 
by tradition from the father to the 
fon, and fo from generation to gc- 


neration without writing, or (unlefs 
it 
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itwere cafually) without the leaft 
ee to any other 
Nation or Tribe (for co do fo, they 
account a profanation) : yet 
fifh, chat does by a natural inbred 
Balfome, not only cure him(felfe if 
he be wounded, but others alfo, 
loves not to live inclear ftreams pa- 
ved with gravel, but in ftanding wa- 
ters, where mud and the worft of 
weeds abound, and therefore itis, I 
chink, that this Tench 


177 


is by fo many accounted better for 
N Medi 


173 


The Complete Angler. 
Medicines then for meat : but for the 
firft,I am able to fay little; and for 
the later, can fay pofitively, that 
he eats pleafantly ; and will there- 
fore give you a few, and but a 
few directions howto catch him, 

He will bite at a Pafte made of 
brown bread and honey, or at a 
Marfh-worm, ora Lob-worm; he 
will bite alfo at a {maller worm, with 
his head nip’d off, anda Cod-worm 
put on the hook before the worm s 
and I doubt not but that he will al- 
fo inthe three hot months (for in 
the nine colder he ftirs not much) 
bite ata Flag-worm, or at a green 
Gentle, but can pofitively fay no 
more ofthe Tench, he being afifh 
that [have not often Angled for; 
but I with my honeft Scholer may 
and be ever fortunate when hee 
fifhes. 
viat. \ thank you good Mafter : 
but I pray Sir, fince you fee ie frill 
rains May butter, give me ~— ab- 

crva- 
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fervations and direCtions concerning 
the Peerch, for they fay heis botha 
ve good and a bold biting fifh, 
and I would fain learne to fifh for 


im. 
Pife. Youfay true, Scholer, the 


Pearchis a ood, av 
bold biting fhe he is one of the 
fithes of prey, that, like the Pike and 
Trout, carries his tecth in his mouth, 
not in histhroat, and dare venture 
to kill and devour another fifh, this 
fith, and the Pike are (fayes Gefner) 
the beft of freth water fith; he 
Wet but once a year, and is by 
Phyficians held very nutritive; yet 
by many to be hard of digeftion: 
They abound more in the River 
Pee, and in England, (fayes Rande- 
Estius) then other parts, and have in 
their brain a ftone, which isin for- 
rain aig fold by Apothecaries, be- 
ing there noted to be very medicina- 
ble againft the ftone in the reins : 
Thefe be a part of the commendati- 
N 2 ons 
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ons which fome Philofopbycal brain 
have beftowed upon the frefh-water 
Pearch, yet commend the Sea 
Pearch, whichis known by havin 
but = fin on a om (of bid 
they fay, we Englifb fee but a few) to 
be 4 oa mcr 

The Pearch grows flowly, yet 
will grow, as vier been credibly 
informed, to be almoft two foot 
long, for my Informer told me, 
fuch a one was not long fince taken 
by Sir Abraham Williams, a Gentle- 
man of worth, and a lover of Ang- 
ling chat yet lives,and 1 wifh he may: 
this was a deep bodied fifh, and 
doubrlefs durft have devoured a Pske 
ofhalfhis own length, for I have 
told you, heis abold fifh, fuch a 
one, as but for extreme hunger, the 
Pike will notdevour; for to affright 
the Pike, the Pearch will fet up his 
fins, much like as a Turkie-Cock wil 
fometimes fet up his tail. 

But, my Scholer, the Pearch is 

not 
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not only valiant to defend him felf, 


but he is (as you faid) abold biting 
fith,yet he he will not bite at all fea- 
fons of the yeer ; he is very abf{temi- 
ous in Winter; and hath been ob- 
ferved by fome, not ufually to bite 
till the Mulberry tree buds, that is to 
fay, till extreme Frofts be paft for 
that Spring; forwhen the Mulberry 
free bloflomes, many Gardners ob- 
ferve their forward fruitto be paft the 
danger of Frofts, and fome have 
pa the like obfervation of the 
Pearches biting. 

But bite the Pearch will, and that 

boldly, and as one has wittily 

oblerved, if there be twentie or for- 
ticin a hole, they may be at one 
ftanding all catch’d one after ano- 
ther , being, as he faies, like the 
wicked of the world, not afraid, 
though their fellowes and compa- 
nions peri(h in theic fight. 


N 3 And 
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And the baits for this bold fith 


are not many; I mean, he will bite 
as wellat fome, or at any of thefe 
three, as at any or all others what- 
foever , a Worm, a Minnow, or a 
little Frog (of which youmay find 
many in hay time) and of worms, the 
Dunghill worm, called a brandling, 
Ttake to be beft, being well fcow- 
red in Mofs or Fennel; and if you 
fith for a Pearch with a Minnow, then 
it is beft to be alive, you fticking 

your 
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our hook through his back fin, and 
etting him {wim up and down about 
mid-water, ora little lower, and 
you ftill keeping him to about that 
depth, by a Cork, which oughe 
not to be avery lightone: and the 
like way you are to fith for the 
Pearch with a {mall Frog, your 
hook being faftened through the 
skin of his As towards the upper 
part ofit: Andlaftly, 1 will give 
you but this advife, that you give 
the Pearch time enough when he 
bites, forthere was {carfe ever a- 
ny Angler that has given him too 
much. And now I think beft to 
reft my f{elfe, for I have almoft 
fpent my fpirits with talking fo 
long. 

Veat. Nay, good Mafter, one 
fith more, for you fee it rains ftill, 
and you know . — are like 
money putto u they ma 
thrive though we Ge ruil pon 4 
thing, but talk & enjoy one another. 

N4 Come 
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Come, come the other fith, good 
Matter. 

Pifc. But Scholer, have you 
nothing to mix withthis Difcourfe 
which now grows both tedious and 
tirefome ? fhall 1 have nothi 
from you that feemsto have bo 
a good memorie, and a chearful 
Spirit ? 

Viet. Yes, Mafter, I will {peak 
you a Coppice of Verfes that 
were made by Doctor Donne, and 
made to fhew the world that hee 
could make foft and {mooth Verfes, 
when he thought them ficand worth 
his labour , and I love chem the bet- 
ter, becautfe rg! allude to Rivers, 
and fifh, and fifhing. They bee 


thefe : 


Come live with me, and be my love, 

And we will fome new pleafures prove, 

of golden [ands and Chriftal brooks, 

With filkén lines and filver hocks. - 
Ti 
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There will the River wifpering run, 
Waris d by thy eyes more then the Sans 
And here th inamel'd fifb wil fay, 


Begging themfelves they may betray. 


When thou rae in that live bath, 
Each fifh, which every channel hath 
Moft amoronfly to thee will {wim, 
Gladder so catch thee, then thou him. 


Uf thon,to be fo feen, beef loath 

By San or Moon, thou darkneft both , 
And, if nine eyes have leave to fee, 
I need wot their light baving thee, 


Let page Shag with Angling Reeds, 
And cut their legs with fhels cy weeds, 
Or treacheroufly poor fifh befer, 

With firangling {nares or windowy net, 


Let coarfe bold hands, from flimy neft, 
The bedded fib in banks ontwreft, 
Let curious T. lai oo ilk fises, 
To ’witch poor wa 


ving fi es ae 
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For thee, thou needft no fuch deceit, 
For thon thy felf art thine own bait, 
That fil that is wot catch'd thereby, 
Is wifer far, alas then I. 


Pifc. Well remembred, honett 
Scholer,] thank you for thefe choice 
Verfes, which I have heard former- 
ly, buthad quite forgot, till they 
were recovered by your happie me- 
morie. Well, Be I have now 
= my felfa “ I = make 

oufome requital, telling you 
Tome obfervations of the Bele for it 
rains ftill, and (as you fay) our An- 
gies areas money put to Ufe, that 
ive when we play. 


CHAP. 
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Que eeeeees EE gee EO 


CHAP. X. 


T is agreed by moft men, that 
[ the Eele is botha goodand a 
moft daintie fith, but moft men 
differ about his breeding ; fome 
fay, they breed by generation as 0- 
ther fith do, and others, that they 
breed (as {ome worms do) out of 
the putrifaction of the earth, and di- 
vers other waies , thofe that denie 
them to breed by generation, as 0- 
ther fith do, ask, fens man ever faw 
an Eelto have Spawnor Melt? and 
they are anfwered, That they may 
be as certain of their breeding, as if 
they had feen Spawn ; for they fay, 
that they are certain that Eeles have 
all parts fit for generation, like o- 
ther fith, but fo {mal as notto be ea- 
fily difcerned, by reafon of their fat- 
nefS, bucthat difcerned they ar 
C 
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bes and thac the Hee and the She 
= may be diftinguifhed by their 
ns. 

And others fay, that Eeles grow- 
ing old, breed other Eeles out of the 
corruption of their own age, which 
Sir Francis Bacon {ayes, exceeds 
notten years. And others fay,that 
Eeles are bred of a particular dew 
falling in the Months of May or Fane 
on the banks of fome particular 
Ponds or Rivers ( apted by nature 
for thatend) which in afew dayes 
isby the Suns heat turned into Eeles. 
I have feen in the beginning of Fly , 
ina River not far from Canterbury, 
fome parts of it covered over with 


young Eeles about che thicknefs of a 


ftraw , and thefe Eeles did lye on the 
top of that water, as thick as motes 
are {aid to be in the Sun ; and I have 
heard the like of other Rivers, as 
namely,in Severn, and ina pond or 
Mere in Stafford-fhire, where about 
a fet time in Summer, fuch {mall 

Eeles 
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Eeles abound fo much, that many 
of the poorer fort of people, that in- 
habit near to it, take fuch Eeles out 
of this Mere, with fieves or theets, 
and make a kind of Eele-cake of 
them, and eat itlike as bread. And 
Gefner quotes venerable Bede to fay, 
that in England there is an Hand cal- 
led Ely, by reafon of the innumera- 
ble number of Eeles that breed in ir. 
But that Eeles may be bred as fome 
worms and fome kind of Bees and 
Wafps are, either of dew, or out of 
the corruption of the earth, feems to 
= probable by Ti ot iia 
oung Gojtsngs bred by the Suns 
beat andes a leak of an old 
Ship, and hacched of trees, both 
which are related for truths by Ds- 
bertas, and our learned Cambden, 
= laborious Gerrard in his Her- 


Itis (aid by Rendelitive,that thot 
Eeles that are bred in Rivers, that 
relate to, or be neer tothe Sea, ne- 

ver 
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ver return to the freth waters (as the 
Salmon docs alwaies defire to do) 
when they have oncetafted the falt 
water, and I dothe more eafily be- 
lieve this, becaufe I am certain thac 
hae Bief is a moft excellent 

aitto catch an Bele: and S*.Fran- 
cis Bacon will allowthe Eeles lifeco 
be but ten years s a he in his Hi- 
ftory of Life sees ni age-pe 
aZk , belongingto the Romes 
onc he to be ae tame, and fo 
kept for almoft threefcore yeers ; 
and that fuch ufeful and pleafant ob- 
fervations were made of this Lam- 
prey, that Craffus the Oratour (who 
kept her) lamented her death. 

It is granted by all, or moft men, 
that Eeles,for about fix months (that 
istofay, the fix cold months of the 
yeer) ftirnot up and down, neiche 


r 
in the Rivers nor the Pools in which 


they are, but get into the foft earth 
ormud, and there many of them 
together bed themfclves, and _ 

| with- 
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without feeding upon anything (as 
I have told aan ice fg Hom 
been obferved to do in hollow trees 
for thofe fix cold months) , and this 
the Eele and Swallew do, as not be- 
ing able toendure winter weather , 
for Gefmer quotes Albertus to fay, 
that in che ycer 1125 (that years 
winter being more cold then ufual) 
Eeles did by natures inftin@ getout 
ofthe water into a ftack ofhay ina 
Meadow upon wt ground, and 
there bedded themfelves, but yetat 
laft diedthere. I fhall fay no more 
of the Eele, but that, as it is obfer- 
ved ,he is impatient of cold, fo it has 
been obferved, that in warm wea- 
ther an Ee/e has been known to live 
five days out of the water. And laft- 
ly, let me tell you,that fome curious 
an into the natures of fifth, 
obferve that there be feveral forts or 
kinds of Eeles, as the filver-Eele, 
and green or greenifh Eel with which 
the River of Thames abounds, and 

are 


or 
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are called Gregs), and a blackith 
Ecle, whofe head is more fiat and 
biggerthen ordinary Eeles, and al- 
fo an Ecle whofe fins are redifh, and 
but feldome taken in this Nation 
(and yet taken fometimes): Thefe 


dew, and other wayes (as I have 
faid to you:) and yet it is affirmedby 
fome, thatfora certain, the Sélver- 
Eelebreeds by generation, but noc 
by Spawning as other fith do, but 
_ t Brood — gt peg her 
no er nor longer a pin, 
and ‘. nae cal many eft 

monies of this to doubt the truth 


of ir. 

, jog Bele of — I = = 
o muchto caught witl 
divers kinds off baits 3 as namely, 
with a Bief, with a Leb or 
Garden-worm, with a Minsow, Of 


- gut ofa Hen Chicken, ot withalmoft 


any 
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y thing, for heis a greedy fith: 
bur the Tale feldome firs in the day, 
but then hides himfelfe, and there. 
fore he is ufually caught by nighe 
with one of thele baits of which { 


en to the bank,or twigs of a tree ; or 
by —— a ftrmg crofs the 
wi 


fiream, 


difcourfe. I therefore con- 
clude this direction for taking the 
Eele, ar ai 

ay 
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day in Summer, I have taken ma- 
ny a good Eele b fuigling, and 
have been much pleafed with that 


{port. 

And becaufe you that are buta 
young Angler, know not what /nig- 
ling is, wil now teach it to you:you 
remember Ltold youthat Eeles do 
not ufually ftir in the day time, for 
then they hidethemfelvs under fome 
covert, orunder boards, or planks 
about Eloud-gates,or Weirs,orMils, 
or in holes in the River banks , and 
you obferving your time ina warm 
day, when the water is loweft, may 
take a hook tied toa ftrong line, or 
toa firing abouta yard long, and 
then into one of thefe holes, or be- 
tween any boards about a Mill, or 
under any great ftone or plank, or a- 
ny place where you think an Ecle 
may hide or fhelter her felfe, there 
with the help of a fhort ftick put in 
your bait, bucleifurely, and as far 
as you may conveniently + and it 1s 

{carce 
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{carce to be doubted, but that if 
there be an Bel within the fight of ir, 
the Hele will bite inftantly, and as 
certainly pores it, and you need not 
doubt to have him, if you pull bim 
not out of the hole tooquickly, but 
pull him out by degrees, for he ly- 
ing folded double in his hole, will, 
with the help of histaile, break all, 
unlefs you give him time tobe wea- 
= paw gee fo get a 
y Tees; not f too e 
And x on much for chis prefer time 
concerning the Zele: I will next cel 

you a little of the Barbell, and 
with a little difcourfe of him, to have 
anend of this fhowr, and falto fith- 
ing, for the weather clears up a little. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Pife. HE Barbell, is {0 cal- 
; led (fayes Gefner) from 

or by reafon of his 

beard, or wartels athis mouth, his 
mouth being under his nofe or chaps, 
and he is one of the leather mouthed 
fith that has his teeth in his throat,he 
loves to live in very {wift ftreams, 
and where it is gravelly, and in the 
— will root or dig with his nofe 
ike a Hog, and there neft himfelf, 
taking fo faft hold of any weeds or 
mofs thatgrows on ftones, or on 
piles about Weirs, or Floud-gates, Or 
Bridges, that the water is not able, be 
it never fo {wift, to force him from 
the place which he feems to contend 
for : this is his corftant cuftome in 
Summer, when both he, and moft 
Irving creatures joy and {port them- 
felves 


felves in the Sun bur at che ap- 
proach of Winter, then he forfakes 
the {wift ftreams and thallow waters, 
and by degrees retires to thofe parts 
of the River that are quiet and dee 
ers in which places, (and I think a- 
bout thattime) he Spawns; and as 
I have formerly told you, with the 
help of the Mcker, hides his Spawn 
or eggs in holes, which they both 
dig in the gravel, and thea they 
mutually labour to cover it with the 
fame fand to prevent it from being 
devoured by other fith. 

There be fuch ftore of this fith in 
the _ 7 that — 
fayes, may in fome places of it, 

! in a months of the yeer, be 
takenb y thofe thac dwel neer to the 
River, with their hands, eight or ten 
load at a timeshe fayes, they begin to 
be good in May, and thar they ceafe 
to be foin 4 aft, bur it is found 
to be otherwife i this Nation: bur 

far we agree with him,that the 
O 3 Spawn 
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Spawne of a Barbell is, if be not 
poifon, as he fayes, yet that it 1s 
dangerous meat, and efpecially in 
the month of May, and Gefner de- 
clases, it had an ill effe& upon him, 
to the indangering of his life. 

This fith is of a fine caft and hand- 
fome fhape, 


and may be rather faid not to be ill, 
then to bee good meat; the Chub 
and he have (I think) both loft a 
part of their credit by ill wager 

they 
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they being reputed the worft or 
coarfeft of freth water fifh: but the 
Barbell affords an Angler choice 


fport, being aluftie and a cunni 
dh eink and cunning asto - 
danger the a the Anglers 
line, by running his head forcibly 
towards any covert or hole,or bank, 
and then ftriking at the line,to break 
it off with his tail (as is obferved by 
Platark, inhisbook De induffria a- 
simalium) and alfo fo cunning to 
nibble and fuck off your worme 
clofe to the hook, and yet avoid 
the letting the hook come into his 
mouth. 

The Barbell is alfocurious for his 
baits, that isto fay, chat they be 
clean and {weet that is to fay, to 
have your worms well (cowred and 
not kept in fowre or muttie mofs, 
for ata well {cowred Lob-worm, he 
will bite as boldly as at any bait, e- 
{pecially, if the night or two before 
you fifh for him, you thall bait the 

O 4 places 
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places where you intend to fith for 
him with big worms cut into pieces: 
and Gentles (not being too much 
fcowred, but green) are a choice bait 
for him, and fois cheefe, which is 
not to betoo hard, butkept a day 
or two in a wet Jinnen cloth to make 
ittough;, with this you may alfo 
baic the watera day or two before 
you fith for the Barbel, and be much 
the likelier to catch ftore, and if the 
cheefe were laid in clarified honey 
a fhort time before (as namely, an 
hour or two) you were ftill thelike- 
lier to catch fifh , fome have dire- 
éted to cut the cheefe into thin pie- 
ces, and cofte it, andthen tye iton 
the hook with fine Silk: and fome 
advife to fith for the Barbe with 
Sheeps tallow and foft cheefe beaten 
or work’d into a Pafte, and that it 
is choicely good in 4uguf, and I 
believe ic : but doublet the Lob- 
worm well fcoured, andthe Gentle 
nottoo much fcowred, and cheefe 

ordered 
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ordered as I have directed, are baits 
enough, and I think will ferve in a- 
ny Month; though I thall commend 
any Angler that tryes conclufions, 
and is induftrious to improve the 
Art. Andnow,my honeft Scholer, 
thelong fhowre, and my tedious 
difcourfe are both ended together ; 
and I thall give you but this Obfer- 
vation, Tha when you fith for a 
Barbell, your Rod and Line be both 
long and of good ftrengch, for you 
will find him a heavy and a doged 
fith to be dealt witha}, yet he feldom 
or never breaks his hold ifhe be once 
ftrucken. 

And now lets go and {ee what in- 
tereft the Trosts will pay us for Jet- 
ting our Angle-rods lye fo long and 
fo quietly in the water. Come, 
Scholer, which will youtake up¢ 
‘7 Fiat. Which you think fit, Ma- 

er. 

Pifc. Why, you hall take up 
thats forI am certain by — 

¢ 
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the Line, it has a fifth at it. Look 
you, Scholer, welldone. Come 
now, take up theother too ; well, 
now you may tell my brother Peter 
at night, that you have caught a 
leale of Trouts thisday. And now 
lets move toward our lodging, and 
drink a draught of Red-Cows milk, 
as we gO, and give pretty Maudlin 
and her mother a brace of Trots for 
their fupper. 

Viat. Matter, I like your mot- 
on very well, and I think ic is now 
about milking time, and yonder 
they be at it. 

Pifc. God {peed you good wo- 
man.I thank you both for our Songs 
laft night , !and my companion 
fuch fortune a fithing this day, that 
werelolve to give youand Mesdlin 
a brace of Trosts for upper, and we 
will now tafte a draught of your Red 
Cows milk. 

Milkw. Matry, and that you fhal 
with all my heart, and 1 will be ftill 

| your 
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your debtor : when you come next 
this way, if you will but {peak the 
word,I will make youa good Sille- 

» and then you may fit down in a 
Hay-cock and eat it,and Maxdlin thal 
fit by and fing you the good old 
Song of the Hasting in Chevy chal 
or fome other good Ballad, for 
hath good ftore of them: Mesd- 
lin hath 2 notable memory. 

Viet. Wethank you, and intend 
Once ina Month to call upon you 
again, and give youa little warning, 
and fo good night, good night 
Maxdlin. And now, good Mafter, 
lets lofe no time, burtell me fome- 
what more of fifhing, and if you 
pleafe, firft fomeching of fithing for 
a Gudgien. 

Pifc. 1 will, honeft Scholer. 
The Gadgies is an excellent fifh to 
eat, good alfo to enter a young 
cAngler , he is eafie to bee taken 
with a {mal red worm atthe 
and is onc of thofe leather _— : 
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fifh that has his teethin his throat, 
and will hardly be loft off from the 
hook if he be once ftrucken: they be 
ufually {cattered up and down every 
River in the fhallows, in the heat of 
Summer ; but in Awsome, when the 
weeds begin co grow fowre or rot, 
and the weather colder, then they 
ather together, and get into the 
a r parts of the water, and are to 
be fifh’d for there, with your hook 
alwaies touching the ground, if you 
fith for him with a flote or with a 
cork ; but many will fifth for the 
Gedgion by hand, with a running 
line upon the ground without a cork 
asa Trout is fifhed for,and itis an ex- 
cellent way. 
There ne pw — fith called 
a Pope, an ome a Rafe, a fith 
that is nor ion to be i Ri- 
vers; itismuch like the Pearch for 
his fhape, but will not grow to be 
bigger then a Gudgion , ‘* is an ex- 
cellent fifh, no fith that {wims is of a 
pleafanter 
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pleafanter tafte ; and he is alfo 
excellentto enter a young Angler, 
for he is a greedy biter, and they 
will ufually lye abundance of them 
together in one referved place where 
the water is deep, and runs quietly 
and an cafie Angler, if he has 
where they lye, may catch fortie or 
fiftie, or fometimes twice fo many at 
a ftanding. 

There is alfo a Blesk,a fith that is 
ever inmotion, and therefore cal- 
led by fome the River Swallow, for 
juft as you thall obferve the Swallow 
to be moft evenings in Summer ever 
in motion, making fhort and quick 
turns when he fliesto catch flies in 
the aire, by which he lives, fodoes 
the Bleak at the top of the waters 
and this fith is beft caught with a 
fine {mal Artificial Fly, which is to 
be of a brown colour, and very 
{mal, and the hook anfwerable: 
There is no better fport then whip- 
ing for Bleaks in a boat in a Sum- 

mers 
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_ mers evening, with a hazle top about 


five or fix footlong, and a line twice 
the length of the Rod. I have 
heard Sir a fay, that 
there be many that in Jre/y will catch 
Swallows {0, or efpecially Martins 
(the Bird-Angler ftanding on the 
top of a Steeple to doit, and with a 
line twice folong, asI have {poke 
of) and Jet me tell you, Scholer,that 
both Martins and Blekes be moft ex- 
cellent meat. 
I might now tell you how to 
catch Roch and Dace,and fome 
fith of little note,that 1 have not yet 
{poke of; but you fee we are almoft 
at our lodging,and indeed if we were 
not, I would omitcto give you any 
direCtions concerning the or how 
to fith for them, not but that they 
be both good fith (being in feafon) 
and efpecially to fome palates, and 
they alfo make the Angler good 
{port (and you know the Hunter 
ayes, there ss more {port in ~— 
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the Hare,then in eating of ber) but I 
will forbear to give you any direct- 
on concerning them, becaufle you 
may goa few dayes and take the 
pleafure of the aire, and bear 
any common Angler company that 
fifhes for them, and by that means 
learn more then any direction I 
can give you in words, can make 
you capable of; andI will there- 
fore end my difcourfe, for yonder 
comes our brother Peter and 
Coridon, but I will promife you that 
as you and I fith, and walk to mor- 
row towards Lowden, if I have now 
forgotten any thing, that I can 
then remember, I will not keep it 
from you. 

Well met, Gentlemen, this is 
luckie th at we meet fo juft 
at this very door. Come Hoftis, 
where are you.’ is Supper ready ? 
come, firit give us drink, and be as 
quickas youcan, for! believe wee 
areall very hungry. Wel, brother 

Peter, 
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Peter and Coriden to you both, 
come drink, and tell me what luck 
of fith: we two have caught but ten 
Troxts, of which my Scholer caught 
three, loek here's eight, and a brace 
we gave away: we have had a moft 
pleafant day for fithing, and talking, 
and now returned home both weary 
and hungry, and now meat and reft 
will be pleafant. 

Pet. And Coriden and I have not 
had an unpleafant day, and yet I 
have caught but five Trests, for in- 
deed we went to a good honeft Ale- 
houfe, and there we plaid at thovel- 
board half the days all the time that 
it rained we were there, and as mer- 
ty as they that fifh’d, and Iam glad 
we are now with a dry houfe over 
our heads, for heark how it rains and 
blows. Come Hotftis, give us more 
Ale, and our Supper with what hafte 
you may, and we have fup’d 
ets have pea Song, Pifcater, an 
the Ketch that your Scholer ae 
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fed us, or elfe Coridon wil be doged. 
Pifc. Nay, I will not be worfe 
my word, you fhall not want 
my Song, and I hope I fhall be per- 
fect in ic. 

Viat. And I hope the like for my 
Ketch, which I have ready too,and 
therefore lets go merrily to Supper, 
and then havea gentle touch at fing- 
ing and drinking , buc the laft with 
moderation. : 

Cor. Come,now for your S 
for we have fed heartily. Come 
Hoftis, give us a little more drink, 
and lay a few more fticks on the fire, 
and now fing when you will, 

Pifc, Wellthen, here’s to you 
Coridon, and now for my Song. 


Oh the brave Fifhers life, 
It 1s the beft of any, 
"Tis full of pleafure void of Rrife 
tad tis Leds of m ‘ Prt 
Other joyes 
are but toyes, 
Pp only 
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only this 
lawful i, 
for ours kil 
breeds norll. 
but content and pleafure. 


In a morning up we rife 
Ere Aurora's peeping, 
Drink a cup to wafh our eyes, 
Leave the fluggard fleepsng , 
Then we go 
too and fro, 
with our knacks 
at our backs, 
to {uch flreams 
as the Thames 
if we have the leifure. 


When we pleafe to walk abroad 
F or our recreation, 
Inthe fields & our abode, 
Full of delectation - 
wherein a Brook 
with a hook, 
ora Lake 


Sih we take, 


there 
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there we fet 

for 4 bit, 
sill we fifb intangle. 
We have Gentles in horn, 
We have Pafte and worms too, 
Wecan watch both night and morn, 
Suffer rain and florms too : 

vine f here 

ufeto {wear 

Thee do fre 

fifo away, 

we fit | pan 

watch our quill, 
Fifhers muff not rangle. 


If the Suns excefsive heat 
Make our bedzes fwelter, 
To an Olier hedge we get 
For afriendly felter, 
where in 4 dike 
Pearch or Pike, 
Roch er Dace 
we dochafe 
Bleak or Gudgion 
without grudging, 
we are fill costented. 
Pz 


Or 
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Or we fometimes pafs an hour, 
Under a green willow, 
That defends us from afbowr, 
Making earth our pillow, 
There we may 
think and pray 
before death 
frops our breath, 
other joyes 
are but toyes 
ana to be lamented. 


Viat. Well fung, Mafter; this 
dayes fortune and pleafure, and 
this nights company and Song, do 
all make me more and more in love 
with Angling.Gentlemen,my Mafter 
left me alone for an hour this day, 
and I verily believe he retir’d him- 
felf from talking with me, that he 
might be fo perfeét in this Song,was 
itnot Mafter 7 

Pifc. Yes indeed, for it is many 
yeers fince I learn’d it, and having 
forgotten a part of it, 1 was forced 
to patch it up by che help of my own 

ine 
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invention, who am not excellent at 
Poetry,as my part of the Song may 
teftifie: Butof that I will fay no 
more, leaft you fhould think I mean 
by difcommending it, to beg your 
commendations of it. And there- 
fore wichout replications, lets hear 
your Ketch, Scholer, which J hope 
will be a good one, for you are both 
Mufical, and have a good fancie to 
boot. 

Viat. Marry, and that you fhall, 
and as freely as Iwould have my ho- 
neft Mafter tel me fome more fecrets 
of fith and fifhing as we walk and 
fifth towards London to morrow. But 
Mafter, firftlet me tell you,thac that 
very hour which you were abfent 
from me, I face down under a Wil- 
low tree by the water fide,and confi- 
dered what you had told me of the 
owner of that pleafant Meadow in 
which you then left me, that he bad 
a plentiful eftate, and nota heart to 
think fo; that he had at this time 
many Law Suites depending, and 

P 3 thac 
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that they both damp’d his mirth and 
took up fo much of his time and 
thoughts, thathe himfelfe had not 
Jeifure to take the {weet content that 
I, who pretended notitle, took in 
his fields, for 1could there {1t quiet- 
ly, and looking on the water, fee 
fthes leaping at Flies of feveral 
fhapes and colours ; looking on the 
Hils, could behold them {ported 
with Woods and Groves , looking 
down the Meadows, could fee here a 
Boy gathering Lillies and Lady- 
fmocks, and there a Girle cropping 
Culverkeys and Cowflips, allto make 
Garlands futable to this pleafant 
Month of May; thefeand many o- 
ther Field-flowers fo perfum’d the 
air,that I thought this Meadow like 
the field in Stctly (of which Diodorus 
fpeaks) where the perfumes arifing 
from the place, makes all dogs that 
hunt in it,to fall offjand to lofe their 
horteft fent. 1 fay, as I thas fate 
joying in mine own happy conditi- 
on,and pittying that rich mans that 

ought 
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ought this, and many other pleafant 
Groves and Meadows about me, I 
did thankfully remember what m 
Saviour {aid, that the meck poffefst 
earth, for indeed they are free from 
thofe high, thofe reftlefs thoughts 
and contentions which corrode the 
fweets of life. For they, and they 
only ,can fay as the Poet has happily 
expreft ic, 


Hail bleft eftate of poverty ! 

Happ ¥ enjoyment of [uch minds, 

As rich in low contentednefs, 

Can, like the reeds in rougheft winds, 
By ycelding make that blow but {mal 
At which proud Oaks andCedars fal. 


Gentlemen, thefe were a part of the 
thoughts that then poffeft me, and 
I there made a converfion of a piece 
ofan old Ketch, and added more to 
it, fitting them to be fung by us Ang- 
lers: Come, Mafter, youcan fing 
sb ie muft fing a part of it as it 
is in this paper. 
pepe 4 The 
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Pet. I marry Sir, this is Mufick 
indeed, this has cheered my heart, 
and made me toremember fix Ver- 
{es in praife of Mufick, which I will 
{peak to you inftantly. 


Mufick, miraculous Rherorick,that [peak:ft fenfe 
without atongueexcelling eloquence ; 

with what eafe might thy errors be excufa 

wert thou as truly lou'd as th’ art abufa. 

But hough dull fouls neglei? and fome reprove thee, 
T cannot bate thes, canfe the Angels love thee. 


Pifcat. Well remembred, bro- 
ther Peter, thefe Verfes came fea- 
fonably. Come, we will all joine 
together, mine Hofteand all, and 
fing my Scholers Ketch over again, 
and theneach man drink the tother 
cup and to bed, and thank God we 
have a dry houfe over our heads. 

Pifc. Well now, good night to 
every body. 

Pet. And fo fay I. 

Viat. And{ofay I. 


Cor. 
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Cer, Good night to you all,and 1 
thank you. 

Pife. Good morrow brother 
Peter, and the like to you, honeft 
Coridon, come, my Hoftis fayes 
there is feven fhillings to pay, lets 
each man drink a pot for his mor- 
nings draught, and lay downe his 
two fhillings,that fo my Hoftis may 
not have occafion to repent her felf 
of being fo diligent, and ufing us fo 
kindly. 

Pet. The motion is liked byevery 
body; And fo Hoftis, here’s your 
mony, we Anglers are all behold- 
ing to you, itwil not be long ere Ile 
fee you again. And now brother 
Pifeator,] with you and my brother 
your Scholer a fair day, and good 
fortune. Come Coridon, this is our 
way. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.XII. 


Vias. Ood Mafter, as we go 
now towards Londen, 
be ftill fo courteous 

as to give me more inftructions, for 

I have feveral boxes in my memory 

in which I will keep them all very 

rer there fhall not one of them be 


oft. 

Pifc. Well Scholer, that I will, 
and I will hide nothing from you 
that Icanremember, and may help 
you forward towards a perfection in 
this Art, and becaufe we have fo 
much time, and I have faid fo litdle 
of Roch and Dace, I will give you 
fome directions concerning fome fe- 
veral kinds of baits with which they 
beufually taken; they will bice al- 
moft at any flies, buc _ at 

nt- 
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Ant-flies, concerning which, take 
this direction, for it is very 
ood. 

Take the blackith Ant-fy out of 
the Mole-hill, or Ant-hil, in which 
lace you fhall find them in the 
onths of Fune, or if that be too 
early in the yeer, then doubtlefs 
you may find them in Fxly, Auguft, 
and mott of September , gather them 
alive with both their wings, and 
then put them into aglafs, that will 
hold a quart ora pottle; but firft, 
put into the glafs,a handful or more 
of the moift earth out of which you 
gather them, and as much of the 
roots of the grafs of the faid Hillock; 
and then put in the flies gently, that 
they lofe not their wings, and fo 
many as are put into the glafs with- 
out bruifing, will live there amonth 
ormore, and be alwaies in a readi- 
ne(s for you to fifh with , but if you 
would have them keep longer, then 
get any great carthen pot or barrel 


of 
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of three. or four gallons (which is 
better) then wath your barrel with 
water and honey ; and having put 
into it a quantitie of earth and grafs 
roots, then put in your flies and co- 
ver it, and they will live a quarter of 
a year ;thefe in any ftream and clear 
water areadeadly bait for Roch or 
Dace, or foraChub, and your rule 
is to fith not lef then a handful from 
the bottom. 

I thall next tell you a winter bait 
fora Rocha Dace,or Chub, and itis 
choicely good. About d-hel- 
— (and fo till Froft A rages 
when you fee men ploughing u 
henherowid, or dndy groun : 
or greenfwards , then follow the 
plough, and you fhall find a white 
worm, as big as two Magots, andit 
hath a red head, (you may obferve 
in what ground moft are, for there 
the Crows will be very wacchful, 
and follow the Plough very clofe) 
it is all foft,and full of whitifh guts;a 

| worm 
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worm that isin Norfolk, and fome 
other Countries called a Grab, and 
is bred of the {pawn or eggs of a 
Beetle, which fhe leaves in holes 
that fhe digs in the ground under 
Cow or Horfe-dung, and there refts 
all Winter, andin March or April 
comes to be firfta red, and then a 
black Beetle: gather a thoufand or 
two of thefe, and put them witha 
peck ortwo of their own earth into 
{ome tub or firkin, and cover and 
keep them {o warm, that the froft 
or cold air, or winds kill them not, 
and you may keep them all winter 
and kill fith wich them at any time, 
and if you puc fome of them into a 
little earth and honey a day before 
youufethem, you will find them 
an excellent baite for Breame or 
Carp. 

And after this manner you ma 
alfo keep Gentles all winter, whic 
is a good bait then, and much the 
better for being lively and tuffe, or 

you 
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you may breed and keep Gentle 
thus: Take a piece of beafts liver 
and with a crofs ftick, hang it in 
fome corner over a pot or barrel half 
full of dry clay, and as the Gentles 
grow big, they wil fall into the bar- 
rel and ‘eowre themfelves, and be 
alwayes ready for ufe whenfoever 
you incline to fifh, and thefe Gen- 
tles may be thus made til after Ms- 
chaclnas: But if you defire to keep 
Gentles to fith with all the yeer 
then geta dead Cat ora Kite, an 
let it be fy-blowne, and when the 
Gentles begin to be alive and to ftir, 
then bury it and them in moift earch, 
but as free from froft as you can, and 
thefe you may dig up at any ume 
when you intend to ufe them, thefe 
willaft till March, and about that 
time turn to be flies. 

Butif you be nice to fowl your 
fingers (which good Anglers fel- 
dome are ) thentake this bait: Get 
a handful of wellmade Maule, and 

put 
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put it into a difh of water, and then 
wath and rub it betwixt your hands 
til you makein cleane, and as free 
from husks as you can ; then put that 
water from it, and put a {mal quan- 
titie of frefh watertoir, and {et icin 
fomething that is fit for that 
purpofe, overthe fire , where itis 
notto boil apace, but leifurely, and 
very foftly, until it become fome- 
what foft, which you may try by 
feeling it betwixt your finger and 
thumb; and when it is foft, then 
put your water from it, and then take 
a fharpknife, and turning the fprout 
end of the corn upward, with the 
point of your knife take che back 
part of the husk off from it, and yet 
leaving a kind of husk on the corn, 
or elfe itis marr’d, and then cut off 
that {prouted end (I mean a little of 
it) that the vvhite may appear, and 
{o pull off the husk on the cloven fide 
(as I direéted you) and then cutting 
offa very little of 4 other end, ~ 
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{o your hook may enter, and if your 
hook befmall and good, you will 
find this to be a very choice bait ei- 
ther for Winter or Summer, you 
fometimes cafting a little of it into 
the place where your flote {wims. 

And to take the Roch and Dace, a 
good bait is the young brood of 
Wafps or Bees, baked or hardned in 
their husks in an Oven, after the 
bread is taken out of it, or ona fire- 
fhovel ; and fo alfo is the thick blood 
of Sheep, being halfe dryed on a 
trencher that you may cut it into 
fuch pieces as may beft fit the fize of 
your hook, and a little faltkeeps it 
from growing black, and makes it 
not the worfe but better; this is ta- 
ken to bea choice bait, if rightly or- 
dered. 

There be feveral Oiles of a — 
{mel that Ihave been told of, an 
to be excellent totempt fifh to bite, 
of which I couldfay much, but I 
remember I once carried a {mall 

bottle 
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bottle from Sir George Haftings to 
Sir Henry Woston (they were both 
chimical men) as a great prefent; 
but upon enquiry, I found it did not 
an(wer the expeCtation of Sir Henry, 
which with the help of other cir- 
cumftances, makes me have little 
belief in fuch things as many men 
talk of ; not but that I chink fifhes 
both fmell and hear (as I have ex- 
preftin my former difcourfe) but 
there is a myfterious knack, which 
(though it be much eafier then the 
Philofophers-Stone, yet) is nota- 
tanable by common capacities, Or 
elfe lies locked up in the braine or 
breft of fome chimical men, that, 
like the Rofi-crutions, yet will not re- 
veal it. Buti {tepped by chance in- 
to this difcourfe of Oiles, and fithes 
fmelling, and though there might 
be more faid, both of it, and of baits 
for Rech and Dace, and other flote 
fith, yet I will forbear ic at this time, 
and tell you in the next place how 

Q2 you 
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you are to prepare your tackling: 
concerning which I will for {port 
fake give you an old Rhime out of 
an old Fith-book, which will be 
a of what you are to pro- 
vide. 


My rod,and my line,mny flote and my lead, 

My hook cy my plummet,my whetftone cy knife, 
My Basket, my baits , both living and dead, 
net,and my meat, for that is the chief ; 

Then I muft have thred & hairs great Gy {mal, 
With mine Angling purfe,and fo you bave all. 


But you mutt have all thefe tack- 
ling, and twice fo many more,with 
which, ifyou meanto be a fifher,you 
muft ftore your felfe: and to that 
purpofe 1 will go with you either to 
Charles Brandons(neer to the Swaa in 
Golding-lane), or to Mr. Fletchers 
in the Court which did once belong 
to Dr. Nowel the Deanof Paals,that 
Itoid you wasa good man, and a 
good Fifher, icishard by the weft 
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end of Saint Pawls Church; they be 
both honeft men, and will fit an 
Angler with what tackling hee 
wants. 

Viat. Then, good Mafter, let it 
be at Charles Brandons, for he is 
neereft tomy dwelling, and I pray 
Jets meet there the ninth of May next 
about two of the Clock,and 1’ want 
nothing that a Fifher fhould be fur- 
nifh’d with. 

Pifc. Well, and Ile not fail you, 
God willing, at the time and place 
appointed. 

Viat. Ithank you, good Ma- 
fter, and I will not fail you: and 
good Mafter, tell me what baits 
more you remember, for it wil not 
now be long ere we fhal be at Toten- 
ham High-Crofs, and when we come 
thither, I wil make you fome requi- 
talof your pains, by repeating as 
choice a copy of Verfes, as any 
we have heard fince we met toge- 

Q 3 ther ; 


229 


230 


The Complete Angler. 


ther, and that is a proud word ; 
for wee have heard very good 
ones. 

Pifc. Wel, Scholer, and I thal 
be right glad to hear them, and J 
wil tel you whatfoever comes in m 
mind, that I think may be wort 
your hearing - you may make ano- 
ther choice baitthus, Take ahand 
ful or two of the beft and biggeft 
Wheat you can get, boil it ina little 
milk like as Frumitie is boiled, boil 
it fo till ibe foft, and then fry it ve- 
ty leifurely with honey, and a little 
beaten Saffren diffolved in milk, 
and you wil find this a choice bait, 
and good I think for any fith, efpe- 
cially for Roch, Dace, Chub or Grey- 
ling 5 1 know not but that it may be 
as good fora RiverCarp and elpe- 
cially ifthe ground bealittle baited 
with it. 

You are alfo to know, that there 
be divers kinds of Cadts, or Cafe- 

worms 
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worms, that are to bee found in this 
Nation in feveral diftinét Counties, 
& in feveral little Brooks that relate 
to keepers namely oneCadis 
called a Piper, whofe husk or cale is 
a piece of reed about an inch long or 
longer,and as big about as the com- 
pafs of atwo pence;thefe worms be- 
ing kept three or four days in a wool- 
len bag with {and at the bottom of 
it,and the bag wet once a day, will in 
three or four dayes turne to be yel- 
low; and thefe be a choice bait for 
the Chub or Chavender, or indeed 
for any great fifh, for it is a large 
bait. 

There is alfo a leffer Cadis-worm, 
called a Cock-/pur, being in fafhion 
like che (pur Fa Cock, fharp at one 
end, and the cafe or houfe in which 
this dwels is made of fmal Ausks and 
gravel, and flime, moft curioufly 
made of thefe, even fo as to be won- 
dred at, but not made by man (no 

4 more 
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more then the neft of a bird is :) this 
is a choice bait for any flote fifth, it 
is much lefs then the Pzper Cadis,and 
tobefoordered, and thefe may be 
fopreferved ten, fifteen, or twentie 
dayes. 

There isalfo another Cadis cal- 
led by fome a Straw worm, and by 
fome a Ruffe-coate, whofe houfe or 
cafe is made of little pieces of bents, 
and Rufhes, and ftraws, and wa- 
ter weeds, and I know not what, 
which are fo knit together with con- 
denf'd flime, that they ftick up about 
her husk or cafe,not unlike the briffles 
of a Hedg-hog , thefe three Cadis are 
commonly taken in the beginning of 
Summer, and are good indeed to 


. take any kind of fith with flote or 


otherwife. I might tell you of 
many more, which, as thefe doe 
early , fo thofe have theirtime of 
turning to be flies later in Sum- 
mer; but I might lofe my felfe, 
and 


The Complete Angler. 


and tire you by fuch a difcourfe, 
J fhall therefore but remember you, 
that to know thefe, and their {eve- 
ral kinds, and to what flies every 
‘pelted Cadis turns, and then 
ow toufethem, firft as they bee 
Cadis, andthen as they be flies, is 
an Art, and an Art that every 
one that profefles Angling is not ca- 
pable of. 


But let mee cell you, I have 
been much pleafed to walk quiet- 
ly by a Brook with a litle ftick 
inmy hand, with which I might 
eafily take thefe, and confider the 
curiofity of their compofure; and 
if you fhall ever like to do fo, 
then nore, that your ftick muft be 
cleft, or have a nick at one end 
of it, by which meanes you may 
with eafe take many of them out 
of the water, before you have a- 
ny occafion to ufethem. Thefe, 

my 
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my honeft Scholer, are fome ob- 
fervations told to you as they 
now come fuddenly into my me- 
mory, of which you may make 
fome ufe: but for the practical part, 
it is that chatmakes an Angler , it is 
diligence, and obfervation, and pra- 
&tice that muft do it. | 


CHAP. 
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ESS qT ND cianiarems, SEP aE eS SE 


CHAP. XIII. 


Pifc. Ell, Scholer, I 
\ \ / have held you 
too long about 


thefe Cadis,and my fpirits are almoft 
{pent,and fo I doubt is your patience; 
but being we are now within fight 
of Totenham, where I firft met you, 
and where wee are to part, I will 
give you a little dire€tion how to 
colour the hair of which you make 
your lines, for that is very needful 
to be known ofan Angler, and alfo 
how to paint your rod, efpecially 
your top, fora right grown top isa 
choice Commoditie, and fhould be 
preferved from the water foking in- 
toit, which makes it in wet weather 
to be heavy, and fithill favouredly, 
and alfo to rot quickly. 

Take 
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Take a pint of ftrong Ale, half a 
pound of foot, and a like quantity of 
the juice of Walnut-tree leaves, and 
an equal quantitie of Allome, put 
thefe lt. Into a pot, Or pan, or 
pipkin, and boil them half an hour, 
and having fo done, let it cool, and 
being cold,put your hair into it,and 
there letitlye;ic wil turn your hairto 
be a kind of water,or glafs colour,or 
greenifh, andthe longer you let it 
lye,the deeper coloured it will bee , 
you might be taught to make many 
other colours, butitis to little pur- 
pofe; for doubtleffe the water or 
glafs coloured haire is the moft 
choice and moft ufeful for an An- 
gter. 

But if you defire to colour haire 
green, then doe it thus: Take a 
quart of {mal Ale, halfe a pound of 
Allome, then put thefe into a pan or 
pipkin, and your haireinto ic with 
them, then put it upon a fireand let 
it boile foftly for halfan hour, 8 

then 
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then take outyour hair, and let it 
dry, and having fo done, then take 
a pottle of water,and put into it two 
handful of Mary-golds, and cover 
ic with a tle or what you think fit, 
and fet it again onthe fire, where it 
is to boil foftly for half an hour, a- 
bout which time the {cum will turn 
yellow, then put into it half a pound 
of Copporis eden fmal, and with 
it the hair that you intend to colour, 
thenletthe hair be boiled foftly ell 
half the liquor be waf.ed,& then let 
it cool three or four hours with your 
hairinit; and yor eto obferve, 
thatthe moreCr 18 you put into 
it,the greener it wi! he, but doubtlefs 
the pale green is belt , but if you de- 
fire yellow hair (which is only good 
when the weeds rot)! then put in the 
more Mary-golds, and abate moft of 
the Copporis or leave it out, and take 
a little Verdigreece in ftead of it. 
This for colouring your hair. And 
as for painting your rod, which = 
¢ 
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be in Oy], you muft firft make a fize 
with glue and water, boiled together 
until the glue be diffolved, and the 
fize of alie colour; then firike your 
fize upon the wood with a briftle 
bruth or penfil, whilft iris hor: that 
being quite dry, take white lead, 
and a little red lead, and a little cole 
black, fo much as alltogether will 
make an afh colour, grind thefe all 
together with Linfeed oyle, let it be 
thick, and Lay it thin upon the wood 
with a brufh or penfil, this do for 
the ground of any colour tolie up- 
on wood. 
For aGreen. 

Take Pink and Verdigreece, and 
grind them together in Linfeed oy], 
as thick as you can well grind it, 
then tay it {moothly on with your 
brufh, and drive it thin, once doing 
for the moft part will ferve, if you 
lay it wel, and be fure your firft co- 
four be throughly dry, before you 
lay on a fecond. 

Well 
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Well, Scholer,you now fee Toten- 
ham, and J am weary, and therefore 
glad that we are fo near it; but if I 
were to walk many more dayes with 
you, I could ftil be telling you more 
and more of the myfterious Art of 
Angling; butI wil hope for ano- 
ther opportunitie, and then I wil ac- 
quaint you with many more, both 
neceffary and true obfervations con- 
cerning fifth and fifhing: but now 
no more, Jets turn into yonder Ar- 
bour, for ic is a cleane and cool 
place. 

Viet. ’Tisa faire motion, and I 
will requite a part of your courtefies 
with a bottle of Sack, and Mélk,and 
Oranges and Sugar, which all put 
together, make a drink too good for 
any body, butus Anglers: and {fo 
Mafter, here is a full glafs to you of 
that liquor, and when you have 
pledged me, I wil repeat the Ver- 
{es which I promifed you,it is a Co- 
py printed amongft Sir Henry Wot- 

tons 
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tens Verfes, and doubtiefs made ei- 
ther by him, or by a lover of Ang- 
ling: Come Matter, nowdrink a 
glafsto me, and then I will pledge 
you, and fall to my repetition ; itis 
a difcription of fuch Country recre- 
ationsas I have enjoyed fince I had 
the happinefs to fall into your com - 


pany. 


Quivering fears, heart tearing cares, 
Anxious fighes, untimely tears, 
Fly fly to Courts, 
Fly to fond worldlings {ports, 
Where ftrain'd Sardonick {miles are glofing fiil 
And grief is forc'd to laugh againft ber will. 
Where mirths but Mummery, 
And forrows only real be, 


Fly from our Country paftimes, fly 
a of humane mifery, oe 


Come ferene looks, 
Clear as the Chriftal Brooks, 
or the pure azur'd heaven that {miles to fee 
The Rich attendance on ovr poverty , 
| Peace 
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Peace and afecure mind 
Which all men feek, we only find, 


Abufed Mortals did you know 
Where joy, hearts cafe, and comforts grow, 

You'd {corn proud Towers, 

And feck them in thefe Bowers, _— (/hake, 
Where winds fometimes our woods perhaps may 
But bluftering care could never tempeft make, 

No murmurs ere come nigh us, 

Saving of Fountains hes glide by WS. 


Here's no fantaftick Mask nor Dance, 
Bus of our kids that frisk and prance , 
Nor wars —— 
Unlefs upon the green 
Two harmlefs Lambs are butting one the other, 
Which done both bleating, run each to his mo- 
And wounds are never found, (ther: 
Save what the Plough-fhare gives the ground. 


Here are no falfe entrapping baite 
To haften too too hafty a 5 
Unlefs it be 
the fond credulitie 


of 
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of filly ifh,which, worldling like ftill look 
Upon the bait but never on the hook ; 

Nor envy,'nlefs amon 

The birds. for price of their {weet Song. 


Go, let the diving Negro + Sai 
For gems hid in fome forlorn creek, 
We all Pearls {corn, 
Save what the he morne y 
Conceals upon cach little [psre of grajje, 
whieh — seonerdsh at down 5 they paffe, 
And Gold ne’re here appears 
S ave what the yellow Ceres bears. 


Blelt Glent Groves, ob may you be 
oh mirths beft nar fe .. 
May pure contents 
or ever pitch theirtents (mon tains , 
U pon thefe downs ,thefe ee rocks,thefe 
And peace fil flumsber by thefe purling fountains 
Which we may every year 


find when we come a fifhing here. 


Pifc. Truft me, Scholer, I thank 
you heartily for thefe Verfes they be 
choice- 
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choicely good, and doubrlefs made 
by a lover of Angling : Come,now 
drink a glals to me, and I wil requite 
you witha very good Copy of Ver- 
fes; it is a farewel to the vanities 
of the world, and fome fay written 
by D'. D, butlet them bee writ by 
whom they will, he chat writ them 
had a brave foul, and muft needs be 
poffeft with happy thoughts at the 
time of their compofure. 


Farwel ye guilded follies pleafing troubles , 
Farwel a ae a = ml bubbles, 
Fame's but 4 hollow eccho,gold pure clay, 
Honour the darling but tp ort day. 
Beauty (th’ eyes idol) but adamask'd skin, 
State but a golden prifon,o live in 
And torture yas th minds,imbroider’d trains 
Meerly but Pageants. for proud {welling vains, 
And blood alied to greatne/s,ts alone 
Inherited, not wielef a, nor our own, 
Fame,honor,beauty,ftate,train,blood ¢ birth, 
Are but the fading bloffomes of the earth. 
R 2 I would 
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I would be great, but that the Sundoth fill, 

Level his rayes againft the rifing bill : 

I would be high, a ce the proude/t Oak 

Moft fubjee so the rending Thunder-firoke , 

I would be rich,but fee men too unkind 

Dig in the bowels of the richeft mind , 

I te 2 wife but that I often fee 

The Fox {uf{petred whilft the Afsgoes frees 

I would be i bus pike EE et 

Like the bright Sun, oft fetting ina cloud , 

I would be poor,but know the humble grafs 

Still trampled on by cach unworthy aff fe, 

Rich, hated , wife, {ufpected; (corn’d, sf poor 

Great,fear'difair tempted;high ftil envi'd more 
I have wifh'd all,but now I wifh for neither, 
Great high,vich,wife,nor fair poor’ be rather. 


Would the world now adopt me for her heir, 
Would beauties Queenentitle me the Fair, 
Fame [peak me fortunes Minion, could I vie 
Angels w™ India, w 4 [peaking eye (dumb 
Command bare heads bow'd knees ftrike Fuflice 
As wel as blind and lame, or give a tongue 
To ftones, by Epitaphs , be call’d great Majfter, 
In the loofe Rhimes of every Poetafter 5 ‘3 
Cou 
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Could 1 be more then anyman that lives, 
Great, feir,richwife in all Superlatives, 
Yer I more freelywould thefegiftsreign, 
Then ever fortune would bave made them mune 
And hold oneminute of this boly leafure, 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleafure. 


Welcom pure thoughts, welcome ye filent groves, 
Thefe guefts, thefe Courts, my foul moft dearly lov. 
Now the wing’d people of the Skie fall fing 
My chereful Anthems to the pladfome Spring ; 
A Prayr booknow fall be my looking glaffe, 
Inwhich Iwill adore fweet vertues face. 
Here dwell no batefulleoks,no Pallace cares, 
No broken vows dwellbere,norpale fac’d fears, 
Then here I'l fit and figh my hot loves folly, 
And learn’t affect an holy melancholy. 

ind if contention be a ftranger,then 

Pl nere look for it butin heavenagain. 


Viat. Wel Mafter, thefe be Ver- 
festhat beworthy tokeep a roomin 
every mans memory. I thank you 

orthem, and I thank you for your 
many inftructions, which I will not 
forget 
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forget; your company and difcourfe 
have beenfo pleafant, that I may 
truly fay, I have only lived, fince I 
enjoyed you and them, and turned 
Angler. I am forry to part with you 
here, here inthis place where J firft 
metyou, butitmuft be fo: I thall 
long for the ninth of avay, for then 
we areto meet at Charls Brandons. 
This intermitted timewil feern to me 
(as it doesto men in forrow) to pafs 
flowly, but I wil haften it as Faft as J 
canby my wifhes, and inthe mean 
tire the ot Xf Saint Peters Ma- 
fier be with mine. 

Pife. Andthelike beupon my 
honeft Scholer. And upon all that 
hate contentions, and love quietnefp, 
and vertue,and Angling 


FINIS. 
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